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Taconic senior is winner of | 
Winter Carnival button contest 


PITTSFIELD — Ron Przedpel- 
ski, chairman of this year’s button 
design contest, announced that 
Emily Flynn has won the 2005 Win- 
ter Carnival button design contest. 

Her design was chosen from 
more than 300 entries submitted 
by children from the city’s elemen- 
tary, middle and high schools. 
Flynn is a senior at Taconic High 
School and had submitted designs 


12 vying for Winter Carnival queen title 


PITTSFIELD — The 59th annu- 
al Winter Carnival queen contest 
is under way. The 12 contestants 
will be selling buttons throughout 
Berkshire County until Feb. 10. 

The queen will be chosen at the 
Winter Carnival Queen’s Ball on 
Saturday, Feb. 14, at Itam Lodge. 

Each contestant is required to 
sell 1,500 buttons; sale of the but- 
tons support Winter Carnival 
events. 

The first event is Family Day, to 
be held Saturday at Onota Lake. 
Activities will include snowshoe, 
sled and ice skating races, snow 
sculpture and kite-flying con- 
tests, horseshoes, golf on ice, an 
ice fishing derby and hay-wagon 


» rides. There also will be refresh- 
ments and free balloons. 


The event is free and open to 
the public; children must be 
accompanied by an adult. A 
schedule of events is available at 
www.pittsfieldparks.org and for 
more information, call the Depart- 
ment of Community Services, 
Parks and Recreation at 499-9343. 

The Winter Carnival queen con- 
testants are as follows: 

Emily Novak, 17, is the daugh- 
ter of William and Barbara Novak. 
A senior at Taconic High School, 
her activities include student 
council, student senate, French 
Club and yearbook. She has been 
on the soccer and track teams for 
four years, played with the junior 
varsity basketball team as a fresh- 
man and was a member of the 
high school chorus. 

She is amember of the National 
Honor Society and the French 
National Honor Society and the 
recipient of the Hugh O’Brian 
Youth and Principal’s leadership 
awards. 

She is involved with Berkshire 
Youth United, Rotary Interact and 
Senior Leaders, and plays Parks 
Department softball. She was last 
employed by the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel as front desk staff. She is 
anticipating a medical career. 

Jackie DeSanctis, 17, is the 
daughter of Gildo and Jo-Anne 
DeSanctis of Pittsfield. A senior at 
Pittsfield High School, she ranks 
in the top third of her class. She is 
a co-captain and four-year mem- 
ber of the basketball team and is 
on the track team. She also is a 
member of the National Honor 
Society, has served on the prom 
and yearbook committees and 
tutors Italian. 

She has worked on the Make-A- 
Wish children’s Christmas=party 
with UNICO for two years, has 
volunteered for Special Olympics 
and assisted in coaching a girls’ 
basketball travel team at the 
Boys’ and Girls’ Club. She works 
part time at TJ. Maxx and plans 
to major in business in college. 

Halley Cimini, 17, is the daugh- 
ter of Matthew J. Cimini of Pitts- 
field and Lori M. Hauge of Hins- 
dale. A senior, she is an honor stu- 
dent at Taconic. She participates 
in class council, peer resource and 
the diversity and theater groups, 
and is on the soccer and track 
teams. She is a member of the 
Berkshire Coalition to Prevent 
Teen Pregnancy and a graduate of 
its Smart Leaders program. She 
has studied dance at the Can- 
tarella School of Dance and Terp- 
sichore Dance Center. 

She is employed by American 
Eagle Outfitters at the Berkshire 
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2004 Pittsfield Winter Carnival queen contestants, front row, left to right: Paige Del Sordo, Megan 
Rose, 2003 Winter Carnival Queen Amanda Plaine, 2003 Lady-in-Waiting Casey DiCicco, 
Alexandria Houghtling and Whitney Sawicki. Back row, Krista D’Agostino, Amber Wixom, 
Amanda Arpino, Jackie DeSanctis, Emily Novak, Erin Papa, Halley Cimini and Danielle Cartier. 


Mall, Berkshire Nautilus and as a 
lifeguard and swim instructor at 
the Pittsfield YMCA, where she 
also volunteers. She plans to study 
nursing and biology in college in 
hopes of becoming a midwife. 

Paige Del Sordo, 17, daughter 
of Nicholas and Angela Del Sordo 
of Richmond, is a senior at St. 
Joseph’s Central High School. 
She has been a member of the 
basketball, softball and soccer 
teams for three years, and this 
year was tri-captain of the soccer 
team. She also is a member of the 
senior class council, student 
council and prom committee. 

She participates with the high 
school’s craft fair, Pasta Pizzazz, 
Citizens Scholarship basketball 
game, and many fund-raisers. 
She also participated in the town 
cleanup in Richmond and is a vol- 
unteer with Special Olympics. 
She will attend Roger Williams 
University in Bristol, R.I., to pur- 
sue a degree in criminal justice. 

Whitney Sawicki, 17, is the 
daughter of Michael and Linda 
Sawicki of Pittsfield. A senior at 
Taconic, she has been a cheer- 


leader for nine years, starting at— 


the Catholic Youth Center, where 
she is a coach, and then at Ta- 
conic. A member of Business Pro- 
fessionals of America, she placed 
third in a small-business manage- 
ment team event and second in 
the prepared speech event at the 
state competition in March. She 
attended the national competition 
in Texas and this year is the histo- 
rian for the Taconic BPA chapter. 

She also is a member of the 
class council, National Honor So- 
ciety, student board and Rotary 
Interact club, and volunteers with 
Special Olympics. She is em- 
ployed by Zucchini’s Restaurant. 
She plans to attend college and 
study political science. 

Amanda Arpino, 18, is the 
daughter of Mary Jane Higuera 
and Carmen V. Arpino, and a sen- 
ior at Pittsfield High. A cheer- 
leader since the age of 5, she is a 


co-captain of the PHS cheerlead- 
ing team. She also has been a 


-member of the school council, 


orchestra, chorus, Italian and Pep 
clubs, and track team. 

She played the role of Francisca 
in the Préteus production “West 
Side Story,” and performed jazz in 
the Dalton Ballet’s production of 
“Cinderella.” She also is involved 
in the youth group at First Church 
of Christ. Her plans for the future 
range from physical therapy to 
psychology to marketing. 

Krista D’Agostino, 17, is the 
daughter of Peggy Clement and 
Dominic D’Agostino and a senior 
at Taconic. She has participated 
with the student council and prom 
committee, and has been a cheer- 
leader for three years. Through 
Taconic’s Academy of Finance, 
she participated in a summer 


internship at Banknorth, where _ 


she is now employed. 

She also is a member of the 
National Honor Society and Busi- 
ness Professionals of America, 
through which she attended two 
state leadership conferences and 
last year qualified for the National 
Leadership Conference in Dallas. 
She has been an active volunteer 
at both the Catholic Youth Center 
and the Boys’ and Girls’ Club for 
three years. She plans to study 
business and/or psychology in col- 
lege. 

Erin Papa, 17, is the daughter 
of Steve and Holly Papa of Pitts- 
field. A senior and honors student 
at Taconic, she is the activities 
director for the National Honor 
Society and a member of the stu- 
dent council and yearbook com- 
mittee. She has been a member of 
the soecer and track teams for 
four years and the alpine ski team 
for two years. 

She tutors math at the high 
school and volunteers annually 
for the Special Olympics. She 
plans to study art and design in 
college. 

Megan Rose, 18, is the daughter 


Annual egg 
hunt set at 


of Bob and Lisa Rose. A senior at 
Pittsfield High, she was previous- 
ly active in soccer, track and the 
French Club. She has been in- 
volved in class council for four 
years and was elected vice presi- 
dent for the past two years. She is 
a member of Freedom’s Answer, 
the National Honor Society, and 
was co-chairman of prom commit- 
tee during her junior year. 

She volunteers for harvest table 
at her church and tutors at PHS 
and Allendale Elementary School. 
She has been chosen to attend the 
Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership 
Conference, Girls’ State and the 
Presidential Classroom in Wash- 
ington, D.C., and received the 
Principal’s Leadership Award. 

She is employed by Price Chop- 
per and works at Tanglewood dur- 
ing the summer. She would like to 


major in political science or law in 
college. 

Alexandria Houghtling, 18, is 
the daughter of Robert and Amy 
Houghtling of Pittsfield. A senior 
at Taconic, she has been enrolled 
in the automotive program for 
four years and is the recipient of 
the “Most Outstanding Student in 


Taconic High Automotive Voca- 


tional Program” award. She is the 
student vocational representative 
on the school council, the gender 


equity rights representative for. 


vocational programs and, with her 
mother, is a member of Student- 
Parent Advisory Council. She also 
has served on the safety council 
for her shop. 

As _a member of the school 
council, she started a petition 
that, with the help of Principal 
McNally and the peer resource 
students, has helped keep the peer 
resource program going. She 
plans to earn an associate’s de- 
gree in applied sciences in diesel 
theories and technologies at Ohio 
Technical College. 

Danielle Cartier, 17, is the 
daughter of Richard Cartier and 
Kathryn Hughes of Pittsfield and 
a senior at Taconic. She has par- 
ticipated with the class council, 
yearbook and prom committees 
and track team, and is a four-year 
member of the alpine ski team. 

Additional activities include the 
Parks Department softball league, 
Sacred Heart youth group, the 
Girls’ Inc. Bizarre Bazaar and 
Special Olympics. She also had 
been active with the Berkshire 
Snow Seekers, a local snowmobile 
club. Last year, she donated her 
hair to Locks of Love, which pro- 
vides hair prosthetics for ill chil- 
dren. She hopes to work in the 
restaurant management field. 

Amber Wixom, 18, daughter of 
Dennis Wixom and Fay Verchot of 
Pittsfield, is a senior at Pittsfield 
High. She is the co-captain of the 
cheerleading squad and has vol- 
unteered at the CYC as a cheer- 
leading coach. She is in the cos- 
metology class at PHS and hopes 
to attend a two-year fashion de- 
sign school, with the goal of de- 
signing her own line of clothing. 


Family Day 
set Jan. 17 


EO | | 
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annual Winter Carnival Family 
Day will be on Saturday, Jan. 17, 
. beginning at 10 at the newly ren- 
ovated Controy Pavilion on the 
shore of Onota Lake. ; 
Those attending are asked to 
enter the Burbank Park parking 
area by way of Lakeway Drive 
from Valentine Road. : A 
All queen contestants will be — 
selling Winter Carnival buttons, 
two for $1, to support Winter | 
Carnival events. 
Activities will include sled, skat- 
ing and snowshoe races, herse- 
shoes on ice, kite flying, snow 
sculpturing, ice fishing and golf. 
on-ice competitions. 

Horse-drawn sleigh rides will 
be provided throughout the after- 
noon to transport families from 
the parking area to the pavilion. _ 

There will be free helium bal- | 
loons for the children, as well as 
face painting and magician dem- 
onstrations. 

A heated pavilion is available 
with hot and cold refreshments. 
Registration for the competi- 

tions will be held from 10 to 12:30. 

Competitions will be from 10 to _ 
1:30, with awards at 2. Entry is 
free of charge, except for the ice 
fishing derby. Prizes will be 
awarded in many age categories. 

‘Family Day is organized by the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Commit- 
tee, an all-volunteer group, under 
the auspices of the Pittsfield De- 
vartment of Community Services, 
?arks and Recreation. 

For more information: 499-9343, | 


This early 20th century postcard shows Park 
Square featuring a star-topped Christmas tree, 
a large Nativity mural and the original sun dial 
(at tree's base), installed in the park in 1903 by 


the Daughters of the American Revolution. 
ji» yi 2 fod 


Wahconah Park 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation has 


announced that the 2004 annual , 


Easter Egg Hunt will be held on 


.. Saturday, April 10. 


The egg hunt will be held at a new 
location this year — Wah-conah 
Park. In the event of rain, the event 
will be held at the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Club on Melville Street. 

The hunt will begin at 10 for 
children ages 2 to 5 and 10:30 for 


. children ages 6 to 9. 


Prizes will be awarded in each 
age group for those who find the 
special wooden eggs. Children 

should bring their own baskets. 
There will be a special appear- 


aconic High School senior Whitney Sawi 
1004 Pittsfield Winter Carnival Queen during an annual celebratioi 

Saturday at the ltam Lodge. Among those wishing her well was 200. 
gueen Amanda Plaine. Organizers of winter events such as the 
coronation ball gamble when choosing dates eke te viens 
potential for snowstorms and frigid conditions. ( 


Easter egg hunt moves to Wahconah - 


The city’s annual Easter egg hunt park setting. y) ) oY 
is moving back outdoors. In the event of rain, the event will 

After several years inside at the revert to the Boys’ & Girls’ Club. 
Boys’ & Girls’ Club, the children’s — The hunt will begin at 10 a.m. for 
event moves on Saturday, April10tq children aged 2-5; a second hunt for 
Wahconah Park. children aged 6-9 starts at 10:30 a.m. 

Community services director Jim Prizes will be awardedineach age 
McGrath said he wanted to restore group for those that find the special 
the tradition of holding the huntina wooden eggs. Children should bring 

Sere 25 their own baskets. There will be a 


aaa RA 


icki was crowned as the 


ance by the Easter Bunny. 
Information: Parks and Recrea- 


| tion Department aber, uy ZS 
re 


arm mnamata ant 


_ appearance by the Easter Bunny. 
—— | For further information, contact 
the parks department at 499-9343. 


for many years. 

Category winners include: ; 

@ Kindergarten through Grade 
2:. Jenna Chalfonte, Grade 1, 
Egremont Elementary School. 

HM Grades 3 to 5: Shanelle 
O’Donnell, Grade 5, St. Mark 
Middle School. 

B Grades 6 to 8: Kendel Jester, 
Grade 8, St. Mark. 

—M@ Grades 9 to 12: Shane 
Ruberto, Grade 10, Pittsfield High 
School. : 

Button design grand prize is a 

$50 Berkshire Mall certificate. 
Category winner prizes are a $25 
Berkshire Mall certificate. 

The contest is sponsored by the 

‘Pittsfield Winter Sports Commit- 
Nee Inc. of the Department of 


‘Pittsfield sets — 
Halloween events 


PITTSFIELD — The city’s 60th 
annual Halloween Parade, a “Mad 
Scientist Show” and a movie are 
features of a “Halloween Spook- 
tacular” on Friday, Oct. 29. 

Sponsored by the city’s Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation, the 
event includes a look into a “mad 
scientist’s laboratory” at 5:45 p.m. 
at the Berkshire Artisans Gallery, 

28 Renne Ave. 

The show will be followed by the 
Halloween parade on North Street. 
The parade is scheduled to step off 

at 7 p.m. 

After the parade, the film “It’s 
The Great Pumpkin, Charlie 
Brown” will be screened at the , 
Berkshire Artisans Gallery at 8 \ 


p.m. All the es 1 ~ auf i 


The winning design for the 2005 
Pittsfield Winter Carnival Button 
was created by Emily Flynn, a 
senior at Taconic High School. 


i Jim Marby / Picture Perfect Studio 
Whitney Sawicki, the 2004 Pittsfield Winter Carnival queen, 
and her lady-in-waiting, Emily Novak. : 


Winter Carnival queen 
crowned in Pittsfield 


PITTSFIELD — Taconic All queen contestants partic- 
High School senior Whitney ipate in the sale of Winter 
Sawicki, 17, was crowned the Carnival buttons, with funds 
2004 Pittsfield Winter Carni- helping to pay for carnival 
val queen during the Queen’s events. More than 24,000 but- 
Coronation Ball on Saturday tons were sold. 
at Itam Lodge. Paige Del Sordo, 17, a senior 

Sawicki, daughter of Mi- at St. Joseph’s Central High 
chael and Linda Sawicki of School and the daughter of 
Pittsfield, was chosen by a Nicholas and Angela Del Sor- 
panel of three judges based on do of Richmond, was selected 
criteria including poise, speak- by her fellow queen contest- 
ing skill, appearance and ants as Miss Congeniality. 
knowledge of Winter Carnival Also competing were Amanda 
events. ; Arpino, Halley Cimini, Krista 

Emily Novak, also a Taconic D’Agostino, Danielle Cartier, 
senior and the daughter of Jackie DeSanctis, Alexandria 
William and Barbara Novak, Houghtling, Erin Papa; Megan 
was selected as lady-in-wait- Rose and Amber Wixom. 
ing. Novak also earned status The Winter Carnival queen,..2/ 
as the top Winter Carnival but- lady-in-waiting and top button 


ton seller with a total of 3,332 seller all régeive scholarship j eae 
buttons sold. _ _money. bY / partment Web site, www.pittsfield 
Ne ey parks.org. Completed forms must 


se returned by Tuesday, Dec. 14. 
‘ In 2003, more than 350 children 


were called by Santa. 


Community Services/ Parks and 
Recreation. Buttons are sold by 
Winter Carnival Queen contest- - 
ants and proceeds help pay for 
Carnival events. Buttons will go on - 
sale Jan. 9. 

Application forms to enter the 
Carnival Queen contest are avail- 
able at the Parks Department or at 
their Web site www.pittsfield- 


parks.org, or LAD op for 
information. [s- 4 DY. 


B6 — \3.. ae Eagle, Tues¢ 
: _————————— 


‘North Pole’ 
calls planned 
Dec. 15, 16 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Community Services/ Parks 
and Recreation will conduct its 23rd 
annual North Pole Calling Program 
on Wednesday, Dec. 15, and Thurs- 
day, Dec. 16, from 4:30 to 7. 
“Volunteer Santas and operators 
will again be making personal 
phone calls to Pittsfield children. 
Information sheets will be sent 
home with children in Kindergar- 
ten and Grades 1 and 2. 

- Forms are also available at the 
Parks and Recreation Office, 874 
4 North St., or through the Parks De- 
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Pee cial ye lee Voth canta? j/33) sy 
When shall we three march again’ + LL oe LS 
Three witches from Stearns Elementary School in Pittsfield march up North Street during the 60th annual Pittsfield Halloween Parade last 
night. Story, more photos, Page B1. yy ee ; 


- Thursday, October 28, 2004 
Dept. of Recreation 


sets Halloween events 
PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation has 
announced the city’ Is ce 
festivities schedule. j if 3 i 
The Halloween parade will be 
held, Friday, Oct. 29, at 7 p.m. 3 


‘Trick-or-treat night will be held 
Saturday, Oct. 30; from 5:30 to 7. © 


Halloween 
parade, other 
events are tonight 


PITTSFIELD — The Parks and 
Recreation Department and Grey- 
lock Federal Credit Union are 
teaming up to offer an evening of . 
“Halloween Spooktacular” tonight 


with numeroyg fginily events down- 
town. oe 7h d / 

The 60th annual Me en 
parade, scheduled to begin at 7, will 
form on East Street and travel up 
North Street to end at Wahconah 
Park. The reviewing stand will be in 
front of the Juvenile Court, 190 
North St, In keeping with tradition, 
Sheriff Carmen C. Massimiano will 
be the grand marshal, 

The parade will consist of bands, 
floats and marching units from 
local area schools as well as other 
community organizations, with a 
total of 40 units in the lineup. 

Prior to the parade, a Mad 
Scientist show will be held at the. 
Berkshire Artisans Gallery, 28 
Rene Ave., at 5:45. “It’s the Great 
Pumpkin, Charlie Brown” will be - 
shown at 8, also at the Berkshire 
Artisans Gallery. All events are 
free. Information: 499-9343. 


| Halloween is the only 
night for trick or treat 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE: D aa ley 


Why can’t Pittsfield have “trick 
or treat” on the same day at every- 
one else in the world? I think that 
“trick or treat” should be on Oct. 
31 instead of Oct. 30. 

My reasons: 

1. If “trick or treat” isn’t on the 
‘31st, you can’t say “Happy Hal- 
‘loween!” when you go up to a door 
because it isn’t Halloween. 

2. The 31st is a school night so 
kids have to be home earlier. This 
should reduce vandalism. 

3. By having it on the 30th, par- 
ents have to buy more candy 
because kids from other towns will . 
come to Pittsfield so they can 
“trick or treat” two nights in a row. 

4. It’s hard to make plans with 
friends or family who live in other . 
towns because we “trick or treat” . 
on different nights. 

5. The Webster’s Dictionary says — 
Halloween is Oct. 31 and that is 
when “trick or treat” should be. 

I hope whoever made this deci- 
‘sion will read this letter and . 

change “trick or treat” back to the 
31st. I hope you don’t change ” 
Christmas — I like it on the 25th. 
ANDREA HALL 
Pittsfield, Oct. 15, 2004 
The writer is 10 years old. 


Pittsfield holds first 
Holiday Home 
Decorating Contest 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield © 


Parks and Recreation Department 
is sponsoring the first annual Holi- 
day Outdoor Home Decorating 
Contest. The contest is open to all 
city residents. ; 

Outdoor lighting and decora- 
tions will be judged on holiday 
theme, lighting, and special effects. 
The top three displays will receive 
awards, and volunteers from the 
Retired and Senior Volunteer Pro- 
gram will serve as judges for the 
contest. 

Entry forms may be picked up at 
the Parks Department, Mayor’s Of- 
fice, or can be downloaded from 


www.pittstieldparks.org. Only the © 


first 50 entries received will be eli- 
gible for judging, The grand prize is 
a home pizza party, courtesy of 
Hold the Anchovies. 

Judging will take place Wednes- 


lay and Thursday, Dec. 15 and 16,’ 


and displays should be lit from 6 to 
) p.m. For more information: 


Parks Pecetiiene Hie Vs 
1% lof 


These costumed children were participants in the Pittsfield Halloween parade in 1955. 


A Halloween tradition 


; 


; 


_Pittsfield’s annual parade turns 60 


Photo by Mandana Marsh / Eagle archives 


The winning float in the 2001 parade in Pittsfield was ‘Dragon’s Nest’ by Miller Petroleum Systems. 


ESSERE INSRESSEeteape SEE oer eeneeennnnrnnenncceen 
Trick or treat times 


Otis — Friday, 6 to 7. 

Hancock — Saturday, 5 to:8. 

Lanesboro — Saturday; 5 to’7. 
Pittsfield — Saturday, 5:30 to 7. 

West Stockbridge — Saturday, 4 to 6. 
Florida — Sunday evening. 

Mount Washington — Sunday at 6. 
Adams, Cheshire, Dalton, Hinsdale, North 
“dams, Savoy — Sunday, 5:30 to 7. 


, y 


Halloween activities 


Becket, Lee, New ' Marlboro, 
Stockbridge — Sunday, 5 to 7. 
Clarksburg — Sunday, 5:30 to 8:30. 
Egremont, Windsor — Sunday, 6 to 8. 
Great Barrington, Housatonic, Sheffield 
— Sunday, 5:30 to 7:30. 

Lenox, Lenox Dale, Williamstown — 


_ Sunday, 6 to 7:30. 


Monterey, New Ashford, Peru, 
Richmond, Sandisfield, Tyringham — No 
information. 

Washington — Pumpkin Walk at Wash- 


eee aN SS a a Le och ea glace rae 


ington Town Park on Friday, trick-or-treat- 
ing along the trail from 6:30 to 7:30. 


COREE tenement peace aoa tate op stsatosenesaantsree 
Thursday. 

American Red Cross 

A Haunted House will be presented by 


Northwest Neighborhood Association 
and Emergency Management, to benefit 


ROUNDUP continued on D2 


By Megan Whilden 
Special to The Eagle 
n 1944, a troupe of Pitts- 
fielders, children and adults 
alike, marched down the 
street in the town’s first 
Halloween parade. Every 
year since then, the city’s Parks 
and Recreation Department has 
organized the “yearly nighttime 
confabulation ‘of ‘ghouls and 
ghosties, marching bands and 
frightful floats, tiny bumblebee 
babes and presidential carica- 
tures. This year’s parade, to be 
held tomorrow at.7 on North 
Street, marks the 60th anniver- 
sary of this community tradition. 

Halloween parades have been a 
staple for years around the 
United States. In New York City, 
more than a million people, most- 
ly adults, attend the Greenwich 
Village’ Halloween parade’ each 
year, which features some of the 
most imaginative costumes a- 
round, from a many-membered 
loaf of Wonder bread in tight for- 
mation, to pearl-bedecked Bar- 
bara Bushes carrying broccoli 
bouquets: But most Halloween 
parades focus on the participa- 
tion of children, and Pittsfield’s 
parade is no exception. 

Jim McGrath, Pittsfield’s lanky 
Parks and Recreation director, 
looks forward to planning the 
parade for Pittsfield’s youth 
each year. “I love the Halloween 
parade,” he says with boyish en- 


Photo by Bill Tague / Eagle archive 


thusiasm. “It’s at night, and it’s 
spooky!” He’s organized a free 
“Mad Science” show for kids 
before the parade at 5:45, anda 
free screening of “It’s the Great 
Pumpkin, Charlie Brown” after- 
wards at 8, both at the Liech- 
tenstein Center for the Arts. 
And, coupons for free ice cream 
at Friendly’s will be handed out 
as prizes for the best kid’s*cos- 
tumes. 

Upstairs in Springside House, 
the Parks Department head- 
quarters, he gingerly hauls out 
some of the many oversized 
scrapbooks the department has 
Kept over the years, tracking the 
cornucopia of activities they 
sponsored over the decadés. 
McGrath feels a strong call to 
continue the tradition of provid- 
ing community activities despite 
the present day’s diminished 
budget — now just $5,000 a year 
for recreational activities. “Our 
motto is low cost, high impact,” 
he says. j 

Browsing through the yel- 
lowed newspaper clippings, we 
read how much the community 
was involved in the yearly par- 
ade. In 1948, for example, the 
parade was assisted by 16 civic 
groups and 168 adult volunteers, 
and 200 prizes were given out to 
youngsters. And presidential 
election years made their pres- 


PARADE, continued on D2 
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Eager egg gatherers launch their rapid quest at the onset of Saturday’s annual Easter egg hunt. The parks 
department sponsors the annual scramble. 


After more 
than one 
decade of 
indoor egg 
hunts, parks 
director Jim 
McGrath 
returned this 
year’s event to 
an outdoor site 
— Wahconah 
Park. 
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Photos by Caroline Bonnivier / Berkshire Eagle Sta 


‘Spooktacular’ sights 


Aboye, aliens on the ‘Search for Intelligent Life’ float 
made by Crosby School students wave to the crowds 
along North Street during the 60th Annual Pittsfield 
Halloween Parade last night. At left, vampire Logan 
Brooks, 7, carries the flag of Puerto Rico as he marches 
with a contingent from Conte School. Below, Kayla Anne 
Hunter, 4, dressed as a fairy, uses her wand to wave at 
other children as they pass by her. 





Pittsfield parade bigger, scarier 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — Ghouls, ghosts and 
goblins rubbed shoulders with Spiderman 
and Elmo last night on North Street, as 
Pittsfield celebrated Halloween in the tra- 
ditional manner with the city’s 60th-annu- 
al parade. 

Floats, marchers and bands represent- 
ing 36 schools and organizations made 
their way slowly up North Street to the 
cheers and laughter of a crowd that the 
city’s Department of Parks and Rec- 
reation, which sponsors the annual event, 
estimated at between 4,000 and 5,000. 


a 


Although there were only two bands, 
James McGrath, the city’s director of 
community services, said more organiza- 
tions participated in the parade than last 
year. 

“We made an attempt to have more 
units to make it bigger this year because 
it’s the 60th,” McGrath said. 

Crosby Elementary School was awarded 
the $150 first prize for best float, Stearns 
Elementary School $125 for second place, 
and Egremont Elementary School $100 
for third place. 

The Pittsfield and Taconic high school 
bands were each awarded $150. The prize 


A 


money will go to each high school’s band 
program, McGrath said. 


‘Halloween Spooktacular’ 


Last night’s event, titled “Halloween 
Spooktacular,” also contained a mad sci- 
entist’s exhibit and a screening of the film 
“It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown,” 
both of which took place at Berkshire 
Artisans Gallery on Renne Avenue, a 
block from the parade route. 

Among the colorfully costumed charac- 
ters in the parade were several people 


who pe ted to be fonducting personal 
if ; ye d Rave congfnued on B5 








Annual. 
Egg 
Scramble | 





Parks commissioner Eleanor Persip helps distrib- 





ute eggs on the field at Wahconah Park. For those 
egg-shy kids who don’t pick up any plastic eggs 
during the official hunt, the Easter Bunny is on 


hand with extras. 





Pittsfield Parade grows bigger, scarier 


PARADE continued from B1 


exorcisms of the Red Sox’s Curse 
of the Bambino. The curse, which 
began in 1918, was 26 years older 
than the parade, which was organ- 
ized in 1944. 

A woman dressed as a witch 
held a placard shaped like a grave- 
stone in which the Yankees’ inter- 
locking NY logo had been placed 
under the year 2004. 

A float with a graveyard motif 


contained a gravestone on which 


was inscribed “Ruth Curse, 1918- 
2004, RIP.” The inscription had 
been placed underneath a photo 
of Babe Ruth. The Babe appeared 
to smile benignly as smoke and fog 
pumped from the fake graveyard 
curled around his face. 

Mayor James M. Ruberto, and 
his wife, Ellen, walked the parade 
route accompanied by City Coun- 
cil members Louis Costi, Lewis 
Markham Jr. and Matthew M. 
Kerwood. Dressed in a plaid shirt, 


Kerwood walked while towing one 
of his children in a large plastic 
wagon. 

Berkshire Fatherhood Coalition 
spokesman Rinaldo Del Gallo III, 
dressed like a vampire with his 
face painted white, stood atop a 
float sponsored by his organiza- 
tion and threw candy to children 
along the parade route. 

On the sidewalk, Pittsfield High 
School freshman William Brad- 
ford was clad in a contraption that 
made him look as though he were 
riding an ostrich. 

“T just wanted something uni- 
que,” Bradford said. “I wore it all 
day in school today.” 

What did his fellow students do? 

“They wanted me to run down 
the halls,” Bradford said. 


Howling good fun 


Matthew Gilmore of Pittsfield, who 
will be 9 next week, walked down 
North Street wearing a black cloak 
and a scary mask while accompanied 





Pittsfield plans events 


foenuoy fer ee 


PITTSFIELD — The city’s 
Parks and Recreation Depart- 
ment and Downtown Inc. have 
announced holiday plans for 
downtown Pittsfield. 

On Thursday, Dec. 2, Tony 
Award Winner Ben Vereen will 
perform at First United Method- 
ist Church on Fenn Street at 8 
p-m. Ticket information can be 
obtained by calling (413) 499- 
0866. 

On Friday, Dec. 3, there will be 
caroling from 5 to 5:30 at St. 
Stephen’s Church. The Mad Sci- 
entist Holiday Show will be held 
at 5:45 in the Berkshire Athenae- 
um auditorium. 

The Berkshire Community Mu- 
sic School will host an open house 
from 5 to 6:30, featuring informal 
recitals by Berkshire Music 


| School students. 


The tree-lighting ceremony will 
begin at 7. Santa will arrive with a 
gift for every child. The Eagles 
Band will provide holiday music, 
and free hot chocolate will be 
served, compliments of Apple- 
bee’s Restaurant. 

The Women’s Club of the Berk- 
shires will host a wine-tasting 
event in the Thomas Colt mansion 
on Wendell Avenue from 5 to 8. 
Several of the Wendell Avenue 
historic homes will be open for 
tours from 4:40 to 6. 


day open house is scheduled for 5 
to 7. Bishop Nathaniel Townsley 
Jr.’s Gospel Jubilee, featuring 
celebrity guest appearances, will 
perform at First United Method- 
ist Church at 8. Ticket informa- 
tion can be obtained by calling 
(413) 499-0866. 

Holiday activities continue 
downtown Saturday, Dec. 4, when 


downtown merchants welcome 


Santa Claus on North Street. At 
10:30, Santa will travel by fire- 
truck from Park Square to Bel- 
lissimo Dolce, 444 North St., for 
pictures. A 4-by-6-inch print will 
cost $5. 

At 7, Richard and John Con- 
tiguglia will perform the Liszt 
transcription of Beethoven’s Sym- 
phony No. 9 on two pianos at the 
Berkshire Museum. A reception 


will follow; call (413) 443-7171 for 


ticket information. 

At 8, “Girlyman” will be held at 
the Common Grounds Coffee 
House in First United Methodist 
Church. Call (413) 499-0866 for 
ticket information. 

The spirit ofa Berkshire holiday 
of the past, displayed for visitors 
looking for a glimpse into another 
century, will be happening at 
Herman Melville’s Arrowhead on 
Dec. 4 from 11 to 4 and Sunday, 
Dec. 5, from noon to ’4. For more 
information: 442-1793. 


by his mother and sister. 


“Tm supposed to be a were- 


wolf,” Gilmore said. He then 


turned his head upward and 


howled, “Whoo-o-0-0.” 


Heather Gilmore, Matthew’s ~ 
13-year-old sister, wore a pair of © 
blinking red devil’s horns on her~ 





head. ree 
“Because she’s part devil,” her 
mother Sharon joked. 


Colleen Errichetto of Pittsfield’ 


also wore a pair of blinking devil’s 
horns. “I’m a devil at heart,” she said. 

Errichetto said she had brought 
her son, two nephews and two 
nieces to the parade, an annual 


event for the youngsters. None is 


older than 10. 


“It’s good for them to come out 


and see all the costumes,” Er- 
richetto sajd. “ 













olski can be reached 
at tdobrowolski@berkshireeagle. 
com or at (413) 496-6224. 


( 





Julie A, Brown / Berkshire Eagle 


Grace Guachione, 4, of Pittsfield takes off during the ice skating races as her father, Gle 


es at the 59th annual Pittsfield Winter Carnival at Onota Lake yesterday. 
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Carnival offers ‘balmy’ time for families 


CARNIVAL from Bl 


warmed up in the Controy 
Pavilion, where she had a butter- 
fly painted on her face. 

Many families took frequent 
breaks inside the pavilion for a 
50-cent hot dog and 25-cent hot 
chocolate. There, the children 
also received balloon figures 
made by Canyon Jack the clown. 

In 59 years, the Winter Carnival 
Family Day has never been can- 
celed for cold weather, although it 
has been postponed in the past 
due to a lack of snow, said event 
Chairwoman Judy Condron. 


7100 families participate 


As of noon yesterday, more than 
70 families had signed up to par- 
ticipate in the various events, 
including horseshoes and golf on 
ice, kite flying and ice fishing. 
Registration was extended a half 


hour as many families waited 
until later in the morning, likely 
to see how warm the day would 
get, Condron said. 

Of six piles of snow ready to be 
sculpted, four had been claimed 
by groups, including one group of 
Winter Carnival Queen contest- 
ants. ‘ 

The first group to begin their 
snow sculpture was Ann and 
Christina Longstreeth and Kris 
and Alice O’Connor, all of Pitts- 
field. 

The first step, shaping the 
mound of snow into a smooth sur- 
face, was accomplished as Chris- 
tina, 8, and Alice, 9, slid from top 
to bottom repeatedly, smoothing 
the snow. They intended to make 
the face of Old Man Winter, and 
left the top of the hill rough like 
his hair. 

Using shovels, a snow brush 


Above, an adult sets eggs out on the field at Wahconah Park in Pittsfield in preparation for t 
_ (Parks and Recreation’s annual Easter egg hunts yesterday morning. 
sket during the hunt for children ages 6 to 9. A hunt for ages 2 to. 


from the car, a few sticks an 
their hands, they carved the faci 
It was their first attempt at a sno\ 
sculpture, Ann Longstreeth said. 
Meanwhile, a  horse-drawr — 
sleigh took visitors from the park: 


ing lot to the pavilion and back as — 


participants came and went all 
day. 

The Family Day is the first of 
the Winter Carnival events. Other | 


events include cross country ski b 


races, Jan. 25; city ski meet, Jan. 
31; toboggan races, Feb. 1; queen’s _ 
coronation ball, Feb. 14; and 
Pittsfield short track speed skat- 
ing championships, March 6. 

The events are sponsored by = 
the Pittsfield Winter Sports Com- 
mittee Inc. under the auspices. of»” 
the Department of Community — 
Services, Parks and Recreation. 

Lisa La Plante can be reached 
at llaplante@berkshireeagle.com. 


. Mary Jane, and paw mittens at the 59th annual Pittsfield Winter Carnival at Onota Lake. 


Photos by Julie A. Brown / Berkshire Eagle Staf 
Scott Higuera walks with his dog, Maggie, a 10-year-old Dalmatian wearing a dog blanket made by Higuera’s > 4 
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tee. 


Scott Higuera walks with his dog, Maggie, a 10-year- 
Mary Jane, and paw mittens at the 59th annual Pitts 
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Pittsfield, work on their snow sculpture, ‘Old Man Winter,’ 


Photos by Julie A, Brawn / Berkshire Eagle Stafi 
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Department of 


At left, Destiny Wright, 7, drops eggs into her 
5 was also held. 
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From left, Christina Longstreeth, 8, and Alice O’Connor, 9, both of 
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old Dalmatian wearing a dog blanket made by Higuera’s wife, 
field Winter Carnival at Onota Lake. 


By Lisa La Plante 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The 59th annual Winter Carnival 
Family Day lived up to its name yesterday with fam- 
ilies sharing in the thrills and chills of winter, 

Participants described yesterday's 20-something- 
degree weather as “balmy” compared to the previ- 
ous several days, when subzero temperatures forced 
schools to close and children to stay indoors. 

Still, children dressed from head to toe in winter 
gear: a ski mask covered still by a hood and scarf to 
layers of leggings topped by snowpants. 

The wind whipping against their faces as they 
made repeated trips down the sledding hill barely 


fazed the youngsters, while their parents stood ° 


below, less enthused about the cold. 

Five-year-old Logan Higuera carried a snowtube 
in each hand as he trudged up the sledding hill, his 
face covered by a full ski mask. : 

At the bottom of the hill 
waited his father, Scott Hi- 
guera and the family’s 10- 
year-old Dalmatian, Mag- 
gie. Even Maggie was 
ready for the wintry wea- 
ther, with a handmade 
blanket draped over her 
back and mittens covering 
all four paws. 

After playing inside with his toy 
train for several days, 6-year-old Benjamin Meis] 
was looking forward to building an ice sculpture 
with his uncle later yesterday afternoon. 

“T think it’s good,” he said of the winter carnival, 
as he climbed a 7-foot mountain of snow meant for 
the afternoon ice sculptures. 

Grace Guachione of Pittsfield tried her skills, in- 
stead, at ice skating. Dressed in a full snowsuit, hat 
and mittens, the 4-year-old glided around a loop on 
Onota Lake, trying to beat other contestants’ times. 

She made it all the way around, after a brief break 
in the action when she fell and had to wait for help 
from her father to get back up. 

“This is an outstanding community event,” said 
Glenn Guachione. “We come back every year. The 
volunteerism is extraordinary.” 

Grace had already taken part in sledding and 
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The decorations at 26 Whittier Ave., Jay Fruet’s home, rated a high 


score from the conitest judges. 


Bright lights, our city 


LIGHTS from D1 


Amuso, in a telephone interview 
on Sunday, said, “I know some 
people think it’s trashy, so much 
light and so many figures, but I 
had fun doing it. We started doing 
this 10 years ago with a few things. 
Every year we get a few more 
things and it is a lot of work. It 
takes two days just to get it out and 
working, then another day on lad- 
ders and another day dealing with 
just the lawn sculptures.” 

Amuso has a family, but for the 
most part, he does all the work 
himself. “I try to have it balanced 
and without any big gaps. I change 


it every year, do whatever I feel like 


doing. If you see it for the first time 
this year, don’t expect it to be like 
this next Christmas. Things change. 
I find new animation™pieces and 
new sculptures each year. Our cas- 
cading tree is new this year.” 

As you drive down Leona Drive 
looking for Amuso’s prize-winning 
home, you pass other well-lit and 
decorated houses, but then, in the 
discreet distance, you spot his 
place. It is unmistakable. It is truly 
‘out there.’ : 

“One thing we did this year, was 
the terrific rocking horse needed 
to move next to the sleigh and 
reindeer. And I added this big lol- 
lipop — that’s something I haven’t 
seen anywhere else. It’s the unique 
pieces that make the difference, I 
think, and the store that has the 
best stuff is K-Mart in Great 
Barrington. They have the really 
unusual items and there’s not 
mote than one or two of anything, 
so I always get there early, find 
something wonderful and grab it.” 

John O’Neil, another competi- 
tor who scored well at 144 Eleanor 
Drive (off of West Street) is also 


’ into the unusual and different. “I 


been doing this probably 30 years, 
when we had our kids. I actually 
started needing more and more, so 
I got to building some of the dis- 
plays. I used to have an organ out 
there, I used old carpet tubes for 
the organ pipes, but I did. away 
with that a couple of years ago. We 
used to have a big pine tree with a 
Santa and sleigh going across from 
it to the roof. I keep thinking I’ll 


« 


stop, but the kids like it and the 
neighbors get me going, asking me 
what I’m doing this year.” 

O’Neil’s three kids, now adults, 
will be home for Christmas. One 
lives in Atlanta, one in Florida and 
one in Pittsfield. “The design this 
year, it’s a surprise for my daugh- 
ter from Atlanta. But you know. I 
gotta cut back a bit inside the 
house this year. The electric bill 
really goes up, you know.” 

O’Neil’s neighbor, two houses 
further down the road, also was a 
competitor this year. Paul and 
Cathy Matthews’ house, at 158 
Eleanor Drive, is a clear spur for 
O’Neil’s competitive nature .and 
his need to keep reinventing his 
decorations. 

“My wife entered us when I was 
down in Florida,” O’Neil said. 
“She had seen it in the paper. And 
I hadn’t even started to think 
about it yet. About five or six years 
ago, they had a competition and I 
won second or third prize, I don’t 
recall which. P’ll have something a 
little different, change it around a 
little bit each year. I had reindeer 
that I made from plywood, but no 
more, now I have animated ones. I 
have a shed that’s filled with deco- 
rations and not just for Christmas, 
so storing them, Cripes! My wife 
Says no more decorations, then she 
enters me in a contest. But really, 
I do it all for kids, I think.” 

Amuso has had some interesting 
encounters with children — and 
adults — over the years at his 
home as well. “Sometimes people 
stop their cars and actually get out 
and ask questions,” Amuso report- 
ed. “They get out or they crawl 
really slow up and down the street. 
Just this week a car pulled up to a 
sudden stop in front of the house. 
I looked in the car and it’s only a 
couple of adults. I got a big kick 
out of it. A few days ago two little 
kids walked in when I was out in 
the garage and said, ‘We want to 
tell you we love your house.’ 
That’s what you do it for, and my 
kids get a real big kick out of it.” 

McGrath provided refreshments 
for the cold and tired judges, in- 
cluding hot chocolate and, accord- 
ing to Nicholas, the judges were 
grateful. But will they do it again 


Photos by Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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This bright white polar bear is part of Mark Amuso’s winning display of lights and figures at his home in Pittsfield. 





Pittsfield 


homeowners 
offer competing 
Christmas displays 
with sleighs, 
snowmen and 
Santas 


By J. Peter Bergman 
Special to The Eagle 
‘Twas the month before Christmas 
and all through the city, 
The folks were all working 
to make the place pretty, 
with lights and with statues, 
formations from history, 
requiring such power — 
its source such a mystery. 


Il joking aside, the city of Pittsfield, not 
Aone for its beauty in spite of some 

impressive architecture, historical buildings 
and classy old neighborhoods, has taken on a holi- 
day sheen that is more than merely fabulous. This 
year, much more so than in former years, the resi- 
dents of this burg have been putting a lot of extra 
effort into their outdoor decorations. 

Celebrating that fact, there have been two Christ- 
mas display competitions running concurrently. 
WBRK radio has been handling the broader scope 
of county-wide competition, but the Pittsfield De- 
partment of Parks has just concluded its Pittsfield- 

only competition. 

“We were going to close the competition at 50 en- 
tries,” said Parks Department Director Jim McGrath, 
“but we didn’t get that many this year. I don’t know 
why, though. I drive around and see all sorts of homes 
that should have entered. But even so, the people 
who entered this year gave us a lot to look at.” 





Snoopy stands guard in front of the elaborately decorated doghouses at 775 East New Lenox Road, the 


home of James Ceran, another contest participant who got high scores for his efforts. 


“Us” was a committee of judges put together by 
the people at Pittsfield’s RSVP office, located on 
the lower level of the Berkshire Athenaeum. 
Deborah Nicholas was in charge of this end of the 
competition. ; 

“Four of the judges are from our volunteer corps 
and one came from Vista,” Nicholas confided. “I 
was the sixth judge. We were looking forward to the 
50 competitors, but with only 16, I tell you, it was 
still a job and a half. It took us over three hours to 

travel around seeing all the homes. I don’t know 
how we would have done the full load — it would 
have taken us three nights, at least.” 

The judges were Nicholas, Keturah Hammond 
from VISTA, Gloria Goodrich, Ethel Sadlowski and 
Paul and Rosemarie Gould. Jim McGrath provided 
the judges with criteria and judging sheets. Each 
home was assessed on three levels: Holiday themes, 
lighting and snecial effects. Each category could 


receive up to 10 points for a possible total of 30 


points per judge. The final totals of all six judges 


determined the scores for each home. 

The winner, with a runaway score of 175 (out of 
180 possible) points (four of the judges gave the 
house the full 30) was Mark Amuso at 78 Leona 
Drive (off Williams Street). His prize was a full 
pizza banquet catered by Hold the Anchovies at 455 
Dalton Ave. in Pittsfield. Tuck Voller, owner of that 
establishment, decided to sponsor the competition 
after a chat with McGrath: “We’ve done some other 
things with the Parks Department,” Voller said, 
“and I just thought, at Christmas you know, it would 
be nice to give something back to the community 
that’s supported us.” The prize will be a two-pizza, 
large wings, salad and soda combination to feed at 
least four people, worth in the neighborhood of $50. 


LIGHTS, continued on D2 


Bright lights, our city 














New mayor 
makes pitch 


to Bouton 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Mayor James M. 
Ruberto said yesterday that he has invit- 
ed the South County partnership headed 
by author Jim Bouton of North Egre- 
mont to renovate Wahconah Park and 
bring an independent minor league 


baseball team to Pittsfield in 2005. 


[ a Jim Bouton 
Ruberto said he was aware of the his- oY 


tory between Bouton’s group and the 
city of Pittsfield, which turned down the 
partnership’s bid for a long-term lease to 
renovate 85-year-old Wahconah Park in 
the summer of 2001. The partnership 
also includes investment banker Donald 
B. “Chip” Elitzer of Great Barrington 
and psychologist and professional sports 
entrepreneur Eric Margenau, who owns 


a home in Stockbridge. 


Bouton, the former New York Yankees 
pitcher who wrote the controversial best- 
seller “Ball Four” in the 1970s, turned his 
version of what transpired over the sta- 


move bey 


the past and work with the 
Bouton group as long as it was interest- 
ed in working with the current city 
administration, which took office Jan. 5. 

Wahconah Park became vacant in Nov- 
ember when Jonathan Fleisig, principal 
owner of the Northeast League’s Berk- 
shire Black Bears, moved.the franchise 
to New Haven, Conn., after the team 
struggled on the field and at the gate 


during two years in Pittsfield. 


dium lease three years ago into an equal- mer. 


ly contreversial book, “Foul Ball.” His 
book claims that several city institu- 
tions, including the City Council, the 
mayor’s office and The Berkshire Eagle, 
conspired to deny his partnership a lease 


to use Wahconah Park. © 


But Ruberto said he was willing to 


Ruberto has said he is interested in 
having a new team in place for 2005 
because the renovation of Wahconah 
Park would need to take place this sum- 


“Today, I am extending an open invita- 
tion to Jim Bouton, Chip Elitzer and Eric 
Margenau to come. to the city of: 
Pittsfield and speak to the leaders of the - 
city of Pittsfield about bringing minor 
league baseball to Wahconah Park,” 


BOUTON, continued on A5 


Ruberto makes ballpark pitch to Bouton 


BOUTON from Al 


Ruberto said at a City Hall press 
conference yesterday afternoon. 

In a written statement made 
available yesterday, Ruberto stat- 
ed, “I am letting these gentlemen 
know, publicly, that if they are 
interested, I am interested, and 
ready to meet with them. 

“T fully recognize the city’s past 
relationship with these individu- 
als. It is time for Pittsfield to 
move beyond that history. 

“Tf we can work with these peo- 
ple to achieve a greater good for 
the city, I am prepared to do so,” 
the statement said. 

Ruberto said the invitation was 
extended in a letter mailed to the 
three partners. Ruberto said the 
letter was signed by him, City 
Council President Gerald M. Lee, 
Park Commission Chairman 
Michael Filpi and James Me- 
Grath, Pittsfield’s director of com- 
munity services. 

Bouton told The Eagle in Nov- 
ember that he was no longer 
interested in becoming involved 
with Wahconah Park because he 
didn’t like the way city officials 
treated his group in 2001. Bouton 
issued a similar response to the 
same question when a man from 
Brockton posted the query on 
Bouton’s Web site this fall. 

But Bouton said yesterday the 
manner in which Ruberto had 
extended his invitation had made 
him reconsider. 

“Tt’s truly this invitation,” Bouton 
said. “We were not coming back. We 
said we were not coming back, and I 
meant that sincerely. But this invita- 
tion was the difference. : 

“It’s an open-armed invitation,” 
Bouton said. “It’s very generous, 
and it’s signed by all the key offi- 
cials who have something to do 
with Wahconah Park. It’s a warm, 
generous invitation.” 

Bouton said he has yet to meet 
with Elitzer, who is currently out 
of town, and Margenau, who is 
recovering from surgery. But 
Bouton said the group expects to 
discuss Ruberto’s offer shortly. 

“VLy partners and I will respond 
in a timely matter,” Bouton said. 
“We're talking about days. maybe 
a week at the most.” 

Ruberto said earlier this month 
that he was interested in bringing 
an independent minor league 
baseball team similar to the Back 
Bears to Wahconah Park in time 
for the 2005 season, but only if the 


owner was interested in making a 
significant investment, roughly 
in the neighborhood of $1 million 
to $1.5 million, to renovate the 
aging ballpark. 

“I believe Wahconah Park 
needs to be upgraded,” Ruberto 
said yesterday. “I firmly believe 
Wahconah Park is a minor league 
baseball facility. And I absolutely 
believe Pittsfield is a minor 
league baseball town.” 

The mayor said yesterday he 
had spoken with other people 
besides the South County group 
about investing in Wahconah 
Park, “but we had not received a 
favorable response.” 

Ruberto said he first spoke with 
Bouton during his mayoral cam- 
paign this fall when it became 
obvious that Fleisig was not going 
to renew the Black Bears’ two- 
year agreement to use Wahconah 
Park that expired Oct. 31. 

“We’ve gone from absolutely no 
to a maybe,” Ruberto said. “As an 
old plastics salesman, I learned 
the only way you can get anything 
done is if you put some ammuni- 
tion in a big gun and shoot. And I 
can't think of any way to gauge 
the interest of the Bouton group 
than to extend an invitation. 

“It’s time for us to really reach 
out to whoever had some ideas for 
baseball to get that project going,” 


Ruberto said. “I elected to go 
down the list. The first one on the 
list was Mr. Bouton and his pro- 
posal. I think it gives us a frame- 
work to begin the discussions.” 

In discussions with city officials 
three years ago, the South County 
group sought a long-term lease 
for Wahconah Park. 

According to the 2001 proposal 
for Wahconah, which is available on 


“and I’m sure that’s something 
that, if they decide to consider the 
invitation, they’re going to look at 
closely.” : 

Asked to comment on the type 
of lease his group would seek, 
Bouton said, “I don’t want to go 
beyond what I’ve said already. 

“Obviously, there’s going to 
have to be a negotiation,” he 


added. { ! 
| Wleley 


Overture 
to Bouton 
gets good 


reviews wi" 


By Tony Dobrowolski . 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Mayor James 
M. Ruberto’s invitation asking 
Jim Bouton’s group to renovate 
Wahconah Park and bring minor 
league baseball back to Pittsfield 
appears to be a hit with several 
residents. 

Although Ruberto has merely 
extended an invitation to Bou- 
ton’s group and no plans are con- 
erete yet, the prevailing senti- 
ment among residents inter- 
viewed at the ‘post office yester- 
day afternoon was that Bouton 
should be given a chance to fix up 
the 85-year-old ballpark. 


‘If he wants to 
fix up Wahconah 
Park and bring a 
pro team here, 
hey, why not?’ 


Bouton’s group, which also in- 
cludes investment banker Donald 
B. “Chip” Elitzer of Great Bar- 
rington and psychologist and pro- 
fessional sports entrepreneur Eric 
Margenau of Stockbridge, were 
turned down by the city when 
they tried to seek a long-term 
lease to renovate Wahconah and 
place a team there in the summer 
of 2001. ; 

The city instead gave a two-year 
lease to Jonathan Fleisig, who 
owned the Massachusetts Mad 
Dogs of the Northern League. 

Fleisig’s team, which became 


the Internet, the partnership stated 
it would “prefer” a 30-year agree- 
ment, but would be willing to 
accept a lease as short as one year 
as long as it was renewable at its 
option on the same terms subject to 
a series of performance criteria. 

Asked yesterday if a 30-year 
lease was still on the table, Ru- 
berto said the South County 
group does not believe it request- 
ed a lease of that magnitude three 
years ago and that the subject is a 
matter of opinion between “a lot 
of people. 

“Y’d prefer not to go there,” 
Ruberto said. “I’m not quite sure 
where we’re going in the discus- 
sions because we haven't had any 
substantive discussions at all 
about contractual arrangements. 

“T know the Bouton group rec- 
ognizes the marketing implica- 
tions of making an investment in 
Wahconah Park before the first 
pitch is thrown,” Ruberto said, 


the Berkshire Black Bears of the 
Northeast League after it came 
here, recently moved to New 
Haven, Conn., after two years of 
struggling both at the gate and on 
the field. 

“He should ‘be given a shot,” 
Paul Geerhart Jr, a Pittsfield 
native who lives both here and in 
Stratton, Vt., said of Bouton, a for- 
mer New York Yankees pitcher 
and author of several books. 

“This guy’s a national name,” 
Geerhart said. “It can do nothing 
but bring recognition to Pittsfield, 
which means businesses and jobs. 


Memories of park 


“Why he’s interested in Pitts- 
field, I don’t know,” Geerhart 
added, “But it’s still a good idea. I 
don’t want to see Wahconah Park 
torn down. I’ve got memories 
there going back to when I was 4 
years old.” 

Bouton, who lives in North 
Egremont, first earned national 
recognition in the early 1970s 
when he wrote the controversial 
best-seller “Ball Four.” 

Bouton turned his version of 
what transpired in his group’s 
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BOUTON from Al 


failed 2001 bid into another con- 
troversial book, “Foul Ball,” 
which was published last year. 
Written in diary form, similar to 
“Ball Four,” Bouton’s book claims 
several institutions in the city, 
including the mayor’s office, .the 
City Council and The Eagle, con- 
spired to deny his group a lease. 

Ruberto said Thursday that he 
was well aware of the Bouton 
group’s history with previous city 
administrations. But Ruberto, 
who took office Jan. 5, said he was 
willing to move beyond the past if 
it would benefit the city. ; 

Kevin Winslow of Pittsfield said 
he favored a similar approach. 

“T haven’t read too many stories 
about his book [‘Foul Ball’],” 
Winslow said. “But with every- 
body and everything, there’s 


water under the bridge. If -he 
wants to fix up Wahconah Park 
and bring a pro team here, hey, 
why not?” 

Two weeks ago, Ruberto had 
said that anyone interested in 
bringing an independent minor 
league team to Pittsfield would 
need to invest between $1 million 
to $1.5 million to renovate Wah- 
conah Park. 

When Ruberto announced 
Thursday he had extended ‘his 
invitation to the Bouton group, he 
appeared to back off that $1 mil- 
lion figure. 

“There is no line in the sand on 
anything?’ Ruberto said. “I see a 
need for improvements to be 
made. Whether it’s $1 million or 
$750,000 or $500,000, the rest- 
rooms have to be improved so 
that I can get my wife, Ellen, to 
come to a ballgame with me. 


“We know that the concession 
area has to be expanded and 
made into something that. is 
pleasing to the people,” Ruberto 
said. 

Rick Genzabella Jr. of Pittsfield 
said that fixing up Wahconah is a 
good idea, but that the city should 
focus on other issues before it 
considers baseball. 

“There’s a lot of other stuff to 
worry about than baseball,” 
Genzabella said. “Eventually, it 
will be all right. It will certainly 
bring money into the town. But I 
think. [Ruberto] is concentrating 
on the wrong things this early.” 

Jonathan Melle of Pittsfield, 
who owns a Berkshire Black 
Bears cap, said he believes the 
Bouton group would be a better 
fit for the city than Fleisig was. 

“It’s good to bring people here 
to invest money instead of having 
a Johnny-come-lately guy who’s 


Pittsfield Mets play because he 
was watching future major league 
prospects. 

Told that Ruberto’s proposal 
would involve an independent 
minor league team like the Black 
Bears that did not contain major 
league ballclub prospects, Flynn 
replied, ‘Oh, it is? Then, [I have] 
mixed feelings.” 

However, Flynn said he was still 
in favor of seeing Wahconah Park 
renovated. 

“It’s a good move,” he said. “We 
need to utilize that park.” 

Tony Dobrowolski can be 
reached at tdobrowolski@berk- 
shireeagle.com. 


looking for a better place, which is 
what happened with Jonathan 
Fleisig,” Melle said.. 

“T think it’s great,” Rick Flynn 
of Pittsfield said. “Wahconah 
Park, I think, is a natural fit for 
[minor league baseball.]” 


MICHAEL D. BATHRICK 
City needs Wahconah enthusiasm 


‘Tam discouraged. 1am discour- the treatment of the Wahconah Park discouragement of the Wahconah 
igedat the lack ofintestinal fortitude group is disappointing. As asmall Park endeavor, Jim Boutin, Chip 
»f the city of Pittsfield - both Parks business owner, and a viewer of the Elitzer and Eric Margenau with the 


Jepartment and Mayor's office. city’s political structure from the support of Mayor Jimmy Ruberto, the 
- The failure of the city of Pittsfieldto outside, I would have to come to the City Council and a significant por- 
stand upto the unionsinsupport ofa conclusion that the City of Pittsfield tion of the population of Pittsfield, 
small startup business suchas Wahco- is not concerned with the promotion anagreement was forged to create a 

~ nah Park, Inc. disturbs me. Having of business within its borders. This wonderful attraction for the city. 
run my own small businesses for ten failure, along withanumber of recent The opening of Wahconah Park 
‘ years now, some successfully and anti-business decisions made by this was not scheduled until next year, 
some unsuccessfully, I realize how city council, has alienated this small yet, in its short existence - even 
uncertain a small business canbe. businessman and, I suspect, most before its official opening - the Bou- 
The start-up phase of any small small businesspeople. tin-Elitzer-Margenau group have 
business is the most precarious. | Thecity hasbeen handeda project, already brought over 8,000 fans to 
' The first couple of years can make visionary and far beyond anything Wahconah Park. Their withdrawal 
or break a project. This is the posi- previously attempted. Here is a vi- becauseofthe unreasonable demands 
tion Wahconah Park, Inc. finds itself able project with serious potential of a union and the lack of courage 
in. Weare not talking about a GE or to improve not just Wahconah Park, of an administration to stand up to 
Lockheed-Martin here. but the entire Pittsfield economy. In those unreasonable demands is a 
For a city whose mayor ran on the spite of theBerkshireEagle’sandtheir major failure of this administration, 
platform ofbringinginnew business, cronies’ continuous nay-saying and and I suspect will become Mayor 


ae Ruberto’s legacy. 
MORRIS BENNETT & ANNE ROLAND 


Pittsfield loses big one 


ported such dubious groups as the . a 
Jim Bouton and ‘Chip’ Elitzer are right; if opposition to their plans didn’t 


“Storefront Artists”, who have truly f 9 ‘ ; 4 
Sounds of summer?/>) \o¥ 
stop this time, they would still be faced with continuous attempts to un- 


not shown themselves to be worthy ap 
ofsagnoant Rec blonial teas The band Phil & the Blanks performed Tuesday night at Springside 
dermine their efforts at every juncture. It also doesn’t help that there must 
be something in the drinking water that causes elected officials to make 


i . t- . . 
ae ee ee, Park. The Tuesday at 7 p.m. series Is one of three weekly free 
‘ concerts this summer in Pittsfield. Performances are also offered 
short-sighted decisions once they are in office. 
Although we are not sports fans, we utterly enjoyed the ambience of 


their way. Where are the guts and d Thursd. t7 p.m 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. at Burbank Park an ursdays at 7 p.m. 
Pomona need veel behind the Froio Senior Center. ; 
the Hillies game. The demise of Wahconah Park, Inc. is an incalculable loss : : : 
ean meres : : -. come up with a way of making this 
for Pittsfield. We thank them for trying and remain deeply eadengt by this project succeed. Pittsfield needs this 


elected officials? ; 
Ibelieve the city council and mayor 
; unfortunate turn of events. ; project. / b) [ry 5) Y 


need to do some soul searching and 





City rink 
depends 
on public 


Parks panel calls 
for volunteers 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — Attempts to bring ice 
skating back to the First Street Common 
have been frustrated by a lack of funds, 
but the park commissioners are hoping to 
mcunt a volunteer effort to resuscitate 
the outdoor rink that was a city tradition 
until it was eliminated by financial woes. 

_ Some estimates put the cost of laying 
down and maintaining a large sheet of ice 
on the common at $5,000, with most of 
the money used to pay overtime for the 
city employees who would tend the rink. 
But with the Parks Department already 
exceeding its overtime budget just halfway 
through the fiscal year, Mayor James M. 
Ruberto said there is no money in city cof- 
fers to fund the project. 


Difficult job 


Parks Commissioner Michael Filpi said 
yesterday that he is hoping to mount a big 
enough volunteer effort to do the work at 
no cost to Pittsfield. He expects to hold a 
meeting next Monday of people interest- 
ed in helping. 

But Filpi warned anyone willing to give 
their time and labor that it can be a diffi- 
cult job and requires commitment. When 
the Fire Department used to lay down the 
ice, it took 48 hours to get the first sheet 
down, and the ice needs maintenance 
throughout the season as fresh sheets of 
water are sprayed oyer the rink to keep it 
smooth and level. 

“We are going to do what we can to 

’ make sure that once it is down, we can 
maintain it properly,” Filpi said, adding 
that the sheet might be kept smaller than 
the full common to make that job easier. 

Ruberto said he is fully in favor of hav- 
ing skating at the Common but that it can- 
not be paid for with city funds. He has 
been trying to convince the Parks 
Commission to allow tree harvesting in 
Burbank Park to raise money for the city, 
but the commission jhas rejected his re- 
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Parks panel 
calls for 
volunteers 


Relay for Life heading to Burbank | 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The walkers in 
this spring’s Relay for Life will 
have a nicer view this year, as the 
marathon walk-fest to raise 
money for the American Cancer 
Society is moving to the shores of 
Onota Lake in Pittsfield. 

The Relay for Life will leave its 
home at the Wahconah Regional 
High School track for Burbank 
Park and the lake. Organizers 
said the change comes as they try 
to re-inject some energy and 
bring fresh attention to the histor- 
ically successful fund-raiser. 

“For the last couple of years, the 
relay has remained stagnant,” 
said Cheryl Tripp-Cleveland, co- 
chairman of the event along with 
Mary Robert. “We didn’t increase 
Our number of teams, and last 
year we raised less money than 
we had the year before. So we put 
our heads together with the Ameri- 
can Cancer Society staff and came 
up with the idea to move it.” 

The change brings the event to 
the county’s most populous com- 
munity, and Tripp-Cleveland and 
others hope it will bring out new 
participants and volunteers. Last 
year, the relay raised $365,000, a 
drop of about 4 percent from the 
previous year’s total of $380,000. 

The Relay for Life will take 


Bouton 


city agree on 


place on June 18 and 19. Teams of 
up to 15 people try to raise at least 
$100 per person. The groups walk 
for 24 hours, from 6 p.m. Friday to 
6 p.m. Saturday, with at least one 
member walking at all times. 

While the details of the move 
are still being worked out, the 
walkers will stroll a path along- 
side Onodta Lake that connects the 
north and south parking lots. 
There will be a kind of cul-de-sac 
at each end, and the path will be 
split down the middle to separate 
north and south traffic. Officials 
said some form of portable lights 
will be brought in for the night of 
the event. 

Mayor James Ruberto hailed 
the move to Pittsfield as a chance 
to support an important charity 
and simultaneously show off one 
of the city’s most scenic parks. 

“Tt’s a beautiful lake and a 
beautiful park, and it will certain- 
ly give all those who come a won- 
derful opinion of Pittsfield’s parks. 
But more importantly, it will give 
all the participants a comfortable 
environment,” Ruberto said. “I’m 
honored that they would change 
their venue and come to Pitts- 
field.” : 

The city’s director of communi- 
ty services, James McGrath, who 
oversees the parks system, is still 
meeting with the Relay for Life’s 
directors to work out the details. 
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The annual Relay for Life event, a fund-raiser for the American 


Cancer Society, will be held this year at Burbank Park in 


Pittsfield, along the shores of Onota Lake. 


He said he is sure the process will 
go smoothly. 

“The Relay for Life folks bring 
with them hundreds of volunteers 
that help with logistics, from 
everything from site preparation 
to first-aid stations to trash pick- 
up,” McGrath said. “So from the 
Parks Department standpoint, 
our involvement will be minimal. 


sroup, 


They will bring their volunteers 
and we will do what we can to be 
ready, making sure the park is in 
the best condition it can be.” 

As it makes the move, Tripp- 
Cleveland said the Relay for Life 
is looking for more people to join 
its committee of volunteers, 
which is the group that does all 
the behind-the-scenes work for 
the two-day event. Anyone inter- 
ested in joining is asked to call 
(413) 445-0005. 

Jack Dew can be reached at 
jdew@berkshireeagle.com 


Oceola Park rope 
PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield Department of Community Ser- | 
vices/Parks and Recreation Department has announced that the Oce- ~ 


tow to open 


ola Park rope tow will begin operating this weekend. 
~The annual Winter Carnival toboggan races will be held Sunday. : 
Registration begins at 11, and timed races at noon. i 
The ski tow will operate every Saturday and Sunday through the 
end of February, and each day during the February school vacation. — 
Hours of operation are noon to 4, and are weather dependent. Oceola 
Park is on Onota Street, and the ski tow can be opi from Gala 


Parks panel 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — Confronted 
with opposition from residents of 
neighborhoods near Brattlebrook 
Park, the Parks Commission has 
dropped a plan to build two tem- 
porary playing fields at Brattle- 
brook. 

The panel had approached the 
Conservation Commission for 
permission to construct the fields, 
which would have been used by 
youth sports teams and others 
during the reconstruction and 
renovation of several'of the city’s 
larger playing fields? including 
those at Clapp and Deming parks. 

The fields will be out of com- 
mission at least through this sum- 
mer and next fall as renovation 
work funded by a $1 million dona- 
tion from Pittsfield native Law- 
rence Bossidy proceeds. nore 

Aiming to accommodate what 
they said is heavy demand for use 
of public playing fields, the Parks 
Commission sought to use land at 
Brattlebrook Park, which is over- 
seen by the Conservation Com- 
mission, for temporary fields. 

At a Parks Commission meeting 
Monday, however, James Mc- 
Grath, the city’s director of com- 
munity services, said the request 
had been withdrawn. 


———— 


_ Avenue. For ski tow information: the Parks Departme: 499-9343. 
TAT 


ae, 


———— 


drops fields’ 


_ McGrath said citizens’ opposi-— 
tion prompted the withdrawal. . 
Monday’s meeting was attended | 
by more than a dozen residents of | 
neighborhoods around Brattle- — 
brook Park, several of whom told | 
the commission that they fear a | 
sharp increase in vehicle traffic | 


on, the narrow streets that provide 


access to the park. Noise, dust 
and a lack of adequate parking 


space also were mentioned. 


This year and 2005 “will be years 


of. compromise,” said McGrath. 
He said coaches and officials of 


athletic organizations that use the | 
fields will be asked to make sacri- | 
fices that may include fewer prac- 


tices. 

Wahconah Park will be heavily 
used in an effort to accommodate 
as many activities as possible, said 
Anthony Stracuzzi, Parks Depart- 
ment foreman. “If we have to turn 
on the lights at Wahconah Park, 
we'll do it,” he said. 

McGrath said that “every effort 
will be made” to provide as much 
field time as possible for as many 
groups as possible. 

Stracuzzi said a meeting of 
coaches and other interested par- 
ties will be scheduled to provide 
an opportunity to settle on equi- 
table arrangements for use of the 


available fi Sop 


ballpark deal 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — City officials 
have completed negotiations with 
the South County partnership 


Wahconah Park in late January. 
“Chris and I have come up with 

something really good for Pitts- 

field,” Elitzer said yesterday. 
Elitzer and Speranzo have both 


Gea aa 


Carnival races 


‘to continue 


on Sunday 


declined to discuss specifics relat- 
ing to the negotiations. But Sper- 
anzo said the proposed agree- 
ment will be a performance-based 
contract similar to the South 
County group’s 2001 proposal for 
Wahconah Park that was turned 
down almost three years ago. 

“Any duration of the license is 
contingent on several events,” 
Speranzo said. 

The partnership’s 2001 propos- 
al stated that the renewal or con- 


interested in renovating Wah- 
conah Park 
and are in 
the process 
of prepar- 
ing a licen- 
sing agree- 
ment for 
the Parks 
Commis- 
sion’s ap- 
proval, City 
Solicitor 


+ 


Free concerts at Springside Park, Burbank Park and other 
locations remained a mainstay during the summer of 


2003. 


Parks will be 


PITTSFIELD — The 59th an- 
nual Pittsfield Winter Carnival 
will continue Sunday at 10 with 
cross country ski races at Canter- 
bury Farm ski touring area on 
Fred Snow Road in Becket. The 
races are open to all ages. Registra- 
tion will begin at 9. Entry is free. 

Upcoming events include the 
city déwnhill slalom ski meet on 
Saturday, Jan. 31, at 10 at Bous- 


_ quet Ski Area. Registration will 


begin at 9. The ski and snow- 





Christo- 
pher Sper- 
anzo_ said 
yesterday. 

“There are no more discussions 
or negotiations going on,” Sper- 
anzo said. 


Parks board next 


Speranzo, who has represented 
the city in the negotiations, said 
plans call for the licensing agrée- 


Donald Elitzer 


ment to be presented to the Parks : 


Commission at either its next reg- 
ularly scheduled meeting or at.a 
special meeting slated for that 
purpose. The licensing agree 
ment would be under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Parks Commission, 
which maintains Wahconah Park 
for the city of Pittsfield. 

Speranzo said city officials are 
reviewing the document. “We’re 
not changing anything substan- 
tially,” he said. “We’re just mak- 
ing sure it says what we want it to 
say.” 

Investment banker Donald B. 
“Chip” Elitzer of Great Barring- 
ton, the South County partner- 
ship’s lead negotiator, said he was 
pleased the negotiations took 
only around six weeks to com- 
plete. 

Elitzer and his partners, author 


tinuation of their licensing agree- 
ment for Wahconah Park would 
be contingent on the following 
factors: 

d Providing a professional base- 
ball team that plays its home 
games at Wahconah Park. 

d Investing at least $250,000 in 
the repair and upgrading of Wah- 
conah Park before opening day 
2002. , 

» Investing at least $25,000 in 
each’ subsequent year of the 
agreement in the repair and up- 
grading of the park. 

»),Assuming the responsibility 
for ‘alf maintenance and repairs 
ordinarily paid by the city of 
Pittsfield. 

» Allowing the reasonable use of 
Wahconah Park for civic, educa- 
tional, sports and entertainment 
functions, consistent with its pri- 
mary function of hosting profes- 
sional baseball. 

The payment of an annual 
license fee of $1. 

Elitzer said the only change 
among that set of criteria is that 
the South County partnership’s 
initial investment in Wahconah 
Park will be “north” of $1 million 
instead of the $250,000 the group 
originally proposed. 


cleaned tomorrow 


_ PITTSFIELD — The Massachu- 
setts InterCorps Council is presént- 
ing its second annual Spring Sérv- 


ice Event, bringing together Na- | 


tional Service Members from 
around the state for a service proj- 
ect that will transform a communi- 
ty in need. viet 

This year, the event will'be a 
spring clean-up at three parks in 
Pittsfield tomorrow from noon 
until 4. The event is being o:gan- 
ized in collaboration with the Re- 
tired and Senior Volunteer Pro- 
gram of Berkshire County, thecity 
of Pittsfield, the Pittsfield Pirks 
Department, Pittsfield Beauiful 
and the Elizabeth Freeman Cn- 
ter. 

Participants will paint park equp- 
ment to seal in the hazardous chen- 
icals seeping through the wocd, 


pick up litter, sweep courts aad ; 


pathways, do garden maintenaice, 
perform minor maintenance, cut 


back branches and s Ss, andre- 
move graffiti. é tel U 


OM 


board competition is for young- 
sters under age 13. Each’ entrant 
has at least two runs down the 
hill; the best time counts toward 
trophies. Entry is free. i 
Toboggan races with. two-, 
three- and four-person categories 
will take place Sunday, Féb. 1, at 
Osceola Park on Gale Avenue 
from 11 to 3:30. Registration is 
from 11 to 12:30; timed runs will 
begin at noon. Toboggans will be 
supplied or participants can bring 
their own. Entry is free. 
Short-track speedskating 
championships will be held at the } 
Vietnam Veterans Skating Rink 
in. North Adams on Saturday, 
March 6, beginning at 1. The 
Pittsfield Speed Skating Club of 
the Pittsfield Department of Com- 
munity Development, Parks and. 
Recreation, is the host team for 
the event. There is an entry fee 
and entrants are members of the 
Amateur Speedskating Union. 
There is no fee for spectators. 


—_— 


iwo trees for ice ok 

ile i t to see ice skating at 
While it would be grea : 

the First Street Common again, the harvesting 


of trees at Burbank Park to finance the skating 
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Baseball deal agreed on 


: : ; Park is a remark- 
and former major league pitcher is too high a price. Burbank 
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quests. If that had gone through 
he said, those proceeds could he 
paid the bill for the rink. He said 
he did not pull funding as a pun- 


ishment for the c lissi 
Ommission’ a 
fusal. SE SEEC 


Disciplined budget 


“It’s not punitive i 
ra at all. What it 
is, _Ruberto Said, “is trying to re- 
main disciplined to the budget that 


was established at t inni 
te gee he beginning of 


He Said the Parks Department 

has “overrun its overtime budget,” 
and although that money was 
Spent “for all the tight reasons” to 
keep the more than 30 parks in 
good shape, the city cannot afford 
to spend any more. 

Eugene Nadeau, chairman of 
the Parks Commission, encour- 
aged people to volunteer and Said 
commission members would be 
talking with the Fire Department 
about whether it might be able to 
offer some assistance. He said the 
Parks Department could probabl 
take care of routine maififenance V 
like clearing snow after storms but 

the rest will take a “committed 
group of volunteers.” 
_ Nadeau hopes there will be skat- 
ing seven days a week, including at 
night, and said he would like to see 
it happen aS soon as possible so 
children out for winter vacation 


a 


| 


Jim Bouton of North Egremont, 
and psychologist and professional 
sports entrepreneur Eric Mar- 
genau of New York City and 
accepted Mayor 
James M. Ruberto’s invitation to 
discuss a licensing agreement for 


Stockbridge, 


More time to prepare 

The Parks Commission turned 
down the South County group’s 
proposal in October 2001, which 
would have given the group 
seven months to prepare Wah- 
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‘Wahconah deal lamented 


The collapse of plans for a private group to renovate Wahconah Park 
generated comments of disappointment during Tuesday’s council meet- 


ing. 


Speaking during the public microphone session at the beginning of 
the meeting, Gail Ryan said “I’m very very disheartened and saddened 
and bitter and angry at the events that have happened over Wahconah 


Park.” 


She said that Wahconah Park, Inc. principals Jim Bouton and Chip 
Elitzer invested passion and funds in the project before a dispute over 
the group’s pact with the city. “I feel the council, I feel the mayor have 
had their hands tied by some strange forces,” she said. 

The council later voted 9-2 to file a revised lease agreement that Bou- 
ton and Elitzer had submitted before publicly abandoning their project 


this past week. 


Ward 4 councilor Ozias Vincelette said “I’m disturbed by what I think. 


has happened here.” 


He said that the initiative — which would have seen the private group 
, invest $1.5 million at the park — proved to be “dead on arrival but dis- 


| guised as [if] everyone is behind it.” 


While a protest over bidding for construction work filed by the carpen- 
ters union has been publicly cited as what caused the deal to collapse, 
Vincelette said that he believes “there would have been something else 
that derailed this” because the plan upset some in the city. 


BASEBALL from B1 


conah Park for opening day in 
May 2002. This time, the partner- 
ship will have 15 months to per- 
form the initial renovations on 
Wahconah because it is aiming to 
have a team in place by Opening 
Day 2005. 

“This time, we have the luxury 
of more time,” Elitzer said. 

The South County group’s 2001 
proposal also asked that the part- 
ners be given an “exclusive li- 
cense” for the use of Wahconah 
Park with any revenues “derived 
by the use of the park by others” 
going to the license-holder, not 
the city of Pittsfield. 

The 2001 proposal stated that 
the partnership would “prefer” a 
single 30-year agreement, but 
would be willing to accept an 
agreement of as short as one year 
as long as it was renewable at the 


a 


licenseholder’s option on the 
same terms, subject to a series of 
performance criteria. 

‘Elitzer said last week that once 
agreement on a signable’ docu- 
ment is reached, the South 
County partnership would begin 
the process of trying to obtain an 
independent minor league team 
to play at Wahconah Park. 

He said yesterday that the part- 
ners have had “some discussions” 
with people about a team, but are 
currently more concerned about 
the amount of time they will have 
to renovate Wahconah Park once 
a licensing agreement is signed. 

“Assuming that we have a 
signed licensing agreement, the 
real issue is going to be the 
amount of work that needs to get 
done by 2005,” Elitzer said. 

Obtaining permits from the city 
to renovate Wahconah is expected 
to take some time, Elitzer said. 


g ited to pay for 

Jace, and shouldn’t be exploite 
ed of months of skating. If volunteers can 
lay down and maintain the ice all the better, as 


in Ci time can’t be 
000 in city funds to pay for overume : 
yinbed aes It does raise the question, how: 


t managed 
, as to how the Parks Departmen : 
bce its overtime budget one through | ; 


the fiscal year. | a ey ho =. j 


' Let Burbank Park be 
‘fo the Editor of THE EAGLE} nl 
How many people femember 
Bass Rock in Burbank Park? It 
was a beautiful stone for fishing 
and sunbathing. I wonder if any- _ 
one has a picture of the stone? 
One day, I could not believe my 
eyes when someone blasted the 
stone and left pieces of shrapnel- 
- sized stones all over the place! This 
should never have been allowed to 
happen. . Bie 
I believe that if someone gets 
the bright idea of making changes 
to Burbank Park, they should con- 
sult and get the opinion of the 
public. 
Did I hear right that they want 
to log the park? 
RENE P. WENDELL SR. , 
Pittsfield, Dec. 21, 2004 


Vintage baseball game set for Saturday 


Ward 6 councilor Dan Bianchi said the full story of the deal may never 
‘be known. “It is extremely disconcerting,” he said. 

Though not mentioning carpenters’ union administrator Tim Craw 
by name, Bianchi suggested that after filing the Wahconah Park protest 
and then facilitating meetings to promote a strip club the union leader 
should perhaps “have a plaque commemorating his good works for the 
city of Pittsfield.” 

Bianchi said that “by and large 99 percent of our constituents do not 
want to see this filed.” j j 


would be able to t 
COE ake advantage of 
He encouraged those interested 


in volunteering to call the P 
Department at 499-9343. i i 


-Jack Dew can be re 

é ached a 
jdew @berkshireeagle.com a A oe 
(413) 496-624]. tic 


——__ 


The Pittsfield Hillies and Hartford boys,inperiod capsandsuspenders, HotDogs, Hartford’s Hometown Hot 


Senators will meet for another vin- hawking free souvenir programs. Dog. : : 
tage baseball game on Saturday at2 The hometown Hillies will arrive | The Hillies were resurrected this 
p.m. at Wahconah Park. in antique cars, led by a 1927 fire year by Wahconah Park, Inc., the 
_ The teams will again play by 1880s engine. During the game, derby private group planning to renovate 
rules, wear turn-of-the-century uni- wearing megaphone announcers and city-owned Wahconah Park. 
forms, and field with gloves no big- a hand-operated scoreboard will Tickets range from $3 for outfield 
ger thanaman’shand—concluding keep fans apprised of what's hap- general admission (bring alawnchair 
what turned into a three game 2004 peningon the field -a field without or blanket) to $20 for box seats. Ad- 
series. : apitcher’s mound (becausethat’sthe vance tickets are available at Carr 
The July 3, televised nationally by way it was). Hardware, Tyler Home Supply, Ba- 
ESPN Classic, was won by theSena- Mayor Jimmy Ruberto and his gels Too, The Lantern Bar & Grill, 
tors, 14 to 12. A few weeks later the. Hartford counterpart, Mayor Eddie Tim’s Sports Zone, Hudpuckers, and 
Hillies visited Hartford, winning a Perez, have placed a wager on the Teo’s Restaurant. 
rematch, 9 to 5. i game. Ruberto is wagering a week- Tickets can also be purchased at 
On Saturday, gates will open at endata Berkshire B&B against Mayor Wahconah Park on Saturday. Rain 
noon. Fans will be greeted by news- Perez's offer of 10 cases of Mucke’s date is Sunday. 


Serb 2 , 20048 





City drops controversial 
Brattlebrook Park plan 


Inthe face of strong neighborhood ~~ McGrath said that Clapp, Deming © 
" opposition, the parks department on and Kirvinare “the three most heavily 
Monday abandoned a plan to create used athletic fields in Pittstield.” 
temporary athletic fields at That's why they’re being upgraded, _ 
Brattlebrook Park. he said, but also why not using them 

Community services director Jim during renovations will present lo- 
McGrath last month applied to the gistical problems. 
conservationcommissionforpermis- Thelma Barzottini wanted assur- 
sion to use Brattlebrook during up- ances. “You’re stating Brattlebrook 
coming renovation work at Clapp, Park will not be used for anything,” 
Deming and Kirvin parks. she said. “You're not going to come 

His proposal worried many inand turnaround on this?” ~~ 
Brattlebrook neighbors and negotia- | McGrath said that this year’s re- 
tions to set parameters forthe project questis being withdrawn, but thathe 
failed to generate consensus. ‘would recommend that the conser- 

More than two dozen opponents vationcommission—which controls 
of the plan attended Monday’s parks Brattlebrook — set up guidelines for 
commission meeting. the park’s future. 

At the beginning of the meeting, © “Thereisnoclearguidanceon what 
McGrath announced that the parks canandcan‘thappenatBrattlebrook | 
department will formally withdraw Park,” he said. “Not in my wildest 
its request. “Given the amount of imagination did I think there would | 
opposition to temporary soccer bearoomful of people opposing ites 
fields... we’re formaliy withdrawing —_ Barzottini wants a plan that en- 
the request to the conservation sures no athletic fields at the site... 
commission,‘ he said. “We need to have a park where. | 

‘McGrathsaid thattheBrattlebrook you go and roam and not have play- » 
prope.ai was “our attempt to cause ers or playing fields... so you can_ 
the least amount of disruptiontoour enjoy the nature,” she said. 
existing programs.” The commission also discussed 
The upgrades at the other parks continued neighborhood concerns 

willtake several ballfieldsoutofcom- about plans for Deming, wheresome 
mission for parts of the next two neighbors are concerned about wa- 
years. ter runoff and others are worried. 
Current plans call for use of aboutbaseballslandingin their yards. 
WahconahParkforsomeleaguesand _ Following anupdateon the design 
sharing other fields that tradition- plans for thenew fields, the commis- 
ally house one program.” Alltheath- sion agreed to discuss the Deming — 
letic programs will have to under- issuesagainon Monday and tosched- 
stand that they will have no choice ule a neighborhood meeting. 
but to compromise,” he said. : 
Following McGrath's remarks, 
Tom Furlano submitted a petition | 
opposing the Brattlebrook plan. : 
Charles Garivaltis then questioned 
aspects of the entire park renovation 
plan, which is being funded through 
money donated by Larry Bossidy. 
Garvilatis said that there should 
still be plenty of fields even without 
Brattlebrook. “Why is thisa problem 
given the numbef of parks?” he 


asked. al ‘s ) 9 yy 


s off the bench 


m come 
Team Wahconah 


South county group will manage 


Another day, another game, a totally 


different score. ae 

After being spurned by city officials 
in 2001, a south county group on Mon- 
day signed a license agreement to field 
an independent minor league baseball 
team at Wahconah Park. 


“It’s almost like a dream sequence,” said 
Jim Bouton, the former professional 
ballplayer whose group plans to invest $1.5 
million to upgrade the historic ballpark. 

“Im one sense, it’s exactly the same,” added 
partner Chip Elitzer. “The vote tonight is 5- 
0, just like last time.” oe 

In 2001, the parks commission voted 5-0 
against allowing the Bouton-Elitzer group 

to field a team, instead supporting then 
Mayor Gerald Doyle, Jr.’s selection of 
Jonathan Fleisig. 

This week, Mayor James Ruberto urged 
the new parks commission to endorse the 
agreement that followed several weeks of 

negotiations with the Bouton-Elitzer team. 

“We need to look at the level of commit- 
ment we are seeing from this group,” said 
Ruberto. “This is a $1.5 million investment 

made by a private group to improve a pub- 
licly owned facility.” i 
Ruberto commended Bouton, Elitzer and 
their silent partner Eric Margenau for ac- 
cepting his invitation to revisit their 2001 
proposal in the wake of Fleisig’s relocating 
of the Berkshire Black Bears to New Haven. 
“T can’t characterize our discussions or 
| negotiations as anything other than cordial 
| orstraightforward,” said Ruberto, who was 
| attending his first parks commission meet- 
ing since being elected. : 

He said that the Bouton-Elitzer team 1s 
community-oriented, appreciates the his- 
toric aspects of Wahconah Park and is will- 

See WAHCONAH page 9 = 





Spurned in 2 
agreement for his sou 
upgraded Wahconah Park. 


— 


Wahconah Park agreement okayed for so 


continued from page 1 Bouton group,” he said. 


ing to invest its own money to up- 
grade the facility. 


“T strongly urge you to welcome “This. licensing agreement is the ‘Shops of the Berkshires’.” 


muchconcession space,” hesaid.“ We 
Commissioner John Marchesiwas_ have quite a bit ofroom for our ‘Taste 
impressed withthelicenseagrement. of the Berkshires’ food court and 


| LICENSE AGREEMENT | 


City tries new 


Editor’s Note: The following is 


cerpted from the license agreement 
signed on Monday for use of Wahconah 
Park. The full text is online at 


www. putsfieldgazette. com' 


License Agreement dated this 8th'day 

of March, 2004, between the CITY OF 

PITTSFIELD, a municipal corporation 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusett 
(the “City”) located in Berkshire Count 
and WAHCONAH PARK, INC.,aDel 
ware corporation, its successors or as- 


Signs (the “Club”), 


1. LICENSE TO USE WAHCONAH 


PARK FACILITY. The City, 
the conditions, limitations, a 
tions set forth herein, grants 
the Club to use Wahconah Park C 
Park”), including locker rooms, off; 
Space, concessions, baseball field, 
accessory facilities within the fenced 


described in Section 2. 


larly scheduled home games at the Park 
during the regular baseball season. The 
Club shall furnish a complete schedule 
of games to the City as soon as it is, 
available. The Club shall assume full 

control and responsibility for all organi- 

zation, personnel, equipment, and fur- 

nishings used by the Club and for all pre- 


game activities or other entertainment 
conducted at the Park, 


“2 


subject to withholda 
nd restric- semi 
alicense to base 


the Club’sregularseason and 


ice exhibition games, and other events shall 


and have priority over non-Club events. 
area 
of Wahconah Park and the parking lot C] 


located adjacent to and south of thefenced do 
area of Wahconah Park, all located at m 
105 Wahconah Street, Pittsfield, Massa- in 
chusetts for the purposes and atthe times in 


rental or Tevenue-sharing arran igi — 
: ring. gement Original Term, this Agre 
On a case-by-case. basis for such event, renewable annually. cee < 


ay Conditioned upon the Club meeting such 
y conditions as are described in Section 
0° 4.2.1 through Section 4.2,4 (the “Annual 
b. Renewal Preconditions”), If the Club 
be wishes to renew this Agreement for an 
ay additional term of one year, the Club 
On must request a renewal by August 1 
not 2005. This request shall be in writing 
nts, and directed to the City. The City’s 


uch approval must be in writin Th 
. There 
approval of the Club cannot be unreason- the License is annually ea 


ae cee oe ae = vided that the Club Tequests an annual 
ub to renewal by August Ist of each year. All 
pproval for other professional, Annual Renewals 1 1 
“professional, or collegiate league eae oe < 
ball games. After May iS. 2005; ihe oe ae 
playoffgames, 4.2.1 Provide Professional Baseball. : 
The Club will have provided a profes- 
sional baseball team that plays its home 
games at Wahconah Park. 

4.2.2 Meet Minimum Capital Improve- 
ments and Facility Expenses Formula. 
Invest sufficient money in. the form of 
Facility Expehses, as described in Sec- 
tion 6.7, and capital improvements ac- 
cording to a formula which will be de- 
fined as being equal to the number of 
preceding years of the Term multiplied 
by $100,000 plus $100,000 (number of 
preceding years x $100,000 + $100,000). 
For the Purpose of this calculation, the 
original Term of this License shall be 

deemed to be two years. 


4.2.3 Perform All Mai é 
ae er aintenance and 
ae be considered null and void, Repairs. The Club shall have aid fe i 
; € Tub shall provide the City with a necessary main ne 
inancié 5 
Se Eee ee: by June 15, 2005 Penses in accordance with the provisions 
all ee that the Club has paid for of Section 6, even if such expenses are e 
Tovements and Facility Ex- excess of the forn i 
ormula des 
penses equal to or exceeding $1,500,000, 4:2.4 Family “and Gna U 
ot as the dedicated escrow informa- Allow the :Park to: be aed for sie 
ion, if required. fami } ; tek 
qu family and community activiti 
eee ex nity activities on dates 
. one Term. The term of this and at times when no event has we 
g ent shall be until October 31, scheduled by the Club, Consistent with 
Section 2.3. : 


ex- 


unreasonably withheld. The City m 
use the Park for events of its choosing 
S all days and nights when the Club has 
y scheduleda baseball game or other eve: 
a- subject to the approval of the Club. S 


3. REQUIRED INVESTMENT. The 


lars ($1,500,000) in Capital improve- 
ents and Facility Expenses, as defined 
Section 6.7, in the Park prior to Open- 
g Day 2005. However, after $1 ,000,000 


$) 
(—) 


tenance and repair ex- 


: 4.3 The Club shall pay a license fee of 
$1.00 per year to thie City of Pittsfield. 


“Wahconah Park to host Legion, 
Babe Ruth games this weekend 


PITTSFIELD — It’s going to be a big 
weekend of baseball at Wahconah Park, 
as a number of Berkshire County’s best 
young players will take the field in sever- 


al contests. 


Eagle Staff Reports 


Four county Legion 
games will be played 
at the park tomorrow. 


The Berkshire County American Leg- 


ion league will hold a jamboree tomorrow 
, with four games being played starting at 


noon. 
Pittsfield 


boro/Adams in the first of the four games. 
Lenox Dale will play North Adams at 
2:30, Dalton will face South Berkshire at 
5, while Post 68 will come back at 7:30 to 
face the Tyler Aces in the finale. 

Tickets have been sold by Legion play- 


ers and are 


ball. Tickets will be sold at the gate and 
concessions will be available. 

The Tyler Aces lead the league with a 3- 
0 record, with North Adams and South 
Berkshire at 4-1. Lenox Dale is next at 3- 
2, while Post 68 is 1-1, Lanesboro/Adams 
is 1-4, and Dalton is 0-7. 

There are going to be three Pittsfield 


1, Chip Elitzer on Monday signs'a license 
th county group to field a team at an 
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Babe Ruth age 13 games at the ballpark 
on Wahconah Street today. That triple- 
header begins with Gildo’s against 
Teddy’s at 10 a.m. The second game, to 
begin 30 minutes after the first game ends 
features Lipton and Jimmy’s. 

The final game, scheduled for approxi- 
mately 3 p.m., or 30 minutes after the sec- 
ond game, features a pair of unbeaten 
teams, Itam (4-0) against IAC (4-0). 

Next week, there will be four Pittsfield 
Babe Ruth 14-15 games played under the 
lights at Wahconah Park. 

On Monday, Reynolds Team Sales will 
play Oliver Auto Body at 5:30 p.m., while 
IUE 254 will meet GE in the 8 p.m. night- 
cap. Tuesday, GEAA will play VFW at 


5:30, while Oliver e Ale Sh 
a 


Post 68 will host Lanes- 


$2 for the whole day of base- 


at 8. 


9 


uth county group 


this group to Pittsfield,” he told com- 
missioners. u 

City solicitor Chris Speranzo said 
that the license agreement is based 
on the performance-based concept 
that the partners proposed in 2001. 

What's changed, he said, is the 
level of financial commitment from 
the private group, operating as 
Wahconah Park, Inc. 

“We're talking vastly different 
‘dollar figures,” Speranzo said. 

In 2001, the partners pledged to 
invest $250,000 in the park. The new 
agreement calls for a minimum of $1 
million to be spent prior to first pitch 
in 2005. The pact also calls for the 
investment of another $500,000 down 
the road. 

The solicitor said the agreement 
gives the partners “a nonexclusive 
right to use the park,” with commu- 
nity events and youth sports still 
permitted. ; 

The pact allows annual renewals 
provided the team meets four crite- 
ria: fielding a professional baseball 
team; meeting minimum financial 
investments in the park; performing 
all maintenance at the park; and 
making the facility available for com- 

_ munity use. 

Speranzo noted that the mainte- 
nance provisions differ from previ- 
ous park licenses in relieving the city 
of all responsibilities. 

“Everything from the street on 
would be the responsibility of the 


best I’ve seen in my 40 years here,” 
he said. 

Marchesi said it is easy to under- 
stand, delineates all the details and 
makes it clear the private group will 
take over obligations that have bur- 
dened the city in the past. 

Bouton — who wrote the contro- 
versial book “Foul Ball” giving his 


_A key part of the group’s plan 
involves marketing the team and 
ballpark not just to local audiences, 
but to national baseball buffs. 

“We will try to market as a na- 
tional destination,” said Bouton. A 
“hall of fame” walkway exhibit will 
celebrate the park’s history. 

Elitzer said that the group will 


perspective on the group’s unsuc- work with city officials to address 
cessful 2001 bid for the park — said the environmental issues, particu- 
that this agreement speeds the larly related to flooding, that have 


timeline. 

“We'll doin one year what we had 
planned for five years,” he said of 
park upgrades and marketing. _ 

Bouton showed the commission- 
ers and audience of a couple dozen 
supporters rough sketches of pos- 
sible park upgrades. 

To increase capacity to 5,000, new 
stands will be constructed so that 
fans can watch from both left and 
right fields. 

Bleachers will also be set up along 
the outfield fence in what Elitzer 
termed “a mini-version of people sit- 
ting on the Green Monster at 
Fenway.” 

Bouton says real dugouts will be 
constructed in the ground, with field 
boxes atop them that will sell for a 
premium. “These will be our not-so- 
luxury boxes,” he said. 

The plans call for the addition of 
multiple restrooms and concession 
areas. 

“We'll probably have 20 times as 


plagued the property. 

“The most sensitive part of this 
project is probably the parking,” he 
said. “It all has to be done according 
to environmental regulations.” 

Elitzer said a team effort, working 
with the city, is crucial. 

“Unless we all work together it 
won't succeed,” he said. “We can’t 
guarantee success any more than 
guarantee a winning baseball team, 
but we can promise we'll do the best 
we can.” 

The team will look to raise $3 mil- 
lion, primarily from local investors. 
Elitzer estimates annual operating 
costs of $1 million. 

The team, he stressed, will feature 
Pittsfield in its name, not Berkshire 
County. 

“We thinks it’s a tremendous op- 
portunity for Pittsfield,” Elitzer said. 
“We love this old ballpark, we love 
baseball.” 

The group hopes tobegin construc- 
ticn this summer, while the city con- 


Jim Bouton describes planned renovations at Wahconah Park, where 
his group will field a baseball team in 2005. 


tinues to use the field for youth ath- 
letic leagues displaced by renova- 
tions at other parks. The group will 
also likely sponsor a few special 
events, including on the Fourth of 
July. 

The city will be responsible for 
maintenance during this period, with 
Wahconah Park, Inc. taking over next 
May. 


Commissioners asked several ~ 


questions about these arrangements, 


’ before enthusiastically endorsing the 


arrangement. 

Chairman Mike Filpi commended 
the south county group and Ruberto, 
saying the mayor showed “a lot of 
courage” in pursuing the once- 
spurned trio. 


Combined with the ongoing park 
upgrades funded by a donation from 
Larry Bossidy, Filpi noted that “over 
$2 million is being invested” by pri- 
vate individuals in the city’s parks. 

When the commission voted 5-0 to 
endorse the license agreement, the 
Bouton-Elitzer supporters — many 
of whom attended contentious meet- 
ings in 2001 — applauded. 

“T can’t believe that I'm signing 
this,” Bouton said as he puthis signa- 
ture on the license. 

As for the struggles of 2001 — and 
subsequent controversies from his 
tell-all book — Bouton said it’s time 
to look forward. “I think right now 
that’s a distant memory,” he said. 
“We'll let it stay there.” 





Bouton 
amenable 
to talks on 


ballpark 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — The South 
County partnership fronted by 
author and former major-leaguer 
Jim Bouton of Egremont has 
accepted Mayor James M. Ru- 
berto’s invitation to discuss 
bringing an independent minor 
league baseball team to a reno- 
vated Wahconah Park in 2005. 

Ruberto said yesterday that 


Saturday, January 24, 2004 


= 


Bouton group may invest $1M 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The South 
County partnership interested in 
renovating Wahconah Park is 
willing to invest $1 million or 
more in the historic ballyard over 
the next 18 months, investment 
banker Donald B. “Chip” Elitzer 
of Great Barrington said yester- 
day. 

“We’re looking to put at least $1 
million in the park before open- 
ing day [in 2005],” Elitzer said 
yesterday. 

Elitzer and his partners on 


Tuesday accepted Mayor James 
M. Ruberto’s invitation to discuss 
plans for renovating Wahconah 
Park and acquiring an independ- 
ent minor league baseball team 
in time for the 2005 season. 
Ruberto extended his invitation 
Jan. 15. 

No negotiating sessions have 
been scheduled so far, but the two 
parties are expected to meet 
soon. 

Besides Elitzer, the partnership 
also includes author and former 
major league pitcher Jim Bouton 
of North Egremont and psycholo- 
gist and professional sports 


entrepreneur Eric Margenau, a 
part-time Stockbridge resident. 

Ruberto said earlier this month 
that anyone interested in bring- 
ing a- team back to Pittsfield 
would need to invest between $1 
million and $1.5 million to reno- 
vate aging Wahconah Park. 

The South County partners’ 
bid to obtain a lease to use 
Wahconah Park was rejected by 
the Parks Commission in 2001. 


More time to renovate 


Elitzer said yesterday that if his 
group and Ruberto can come to 
an agreement, the partners would 


have more time to renovate Wah- 
conah Park than they would have 
had if the city had accepted their 
proposal 2 1/2 years ago. For the 
first time in 20 years, a profes- 
sional team will not be playing at 


_ Wahconah this summer. 


In their 2001 proposal, the part- 
ners stated they would make sev- 
eral capital improvements to the 
ballpark and would invest at least 
$250,000 by Opening Day 2002. 
Their plan was rejected only 
seven months before the opener. 

“The difference between now 


BOUTON, continued on B4 


Eagle file 


Elitzer 


nothing has been finalized be-. guns 
tween the city and Bouton’s Se ee ee Sarna : es: aS ee ee eee 
group, which also includes invest- 
ment banker Donald B. “Chip” 
Elitzer of Great Barrington and 
psychologist and professional 
sports entrepreneur Eric Marge- 
nau, a part-time Stockbridge res- 
ident. 

Bouton, Elitzer and Margenau 
have only agreed to “sit down and 
start talking about a fit for both 
Pittsfield and their group,” Ru- 
berto said. 


‘Pleased they accepted’ 


“So there has been nothing set 
in stone. ’m hoping something 
will be set in stone for Pittsfield. 
I’m pleased that they accepted 
our invitation.” : 

Ruberto announced Jan. 15 
that he was extending an invita- 
tion to Bouton’s group, and Bou- 
ton replied that he and his part- 
ners would need about a week to 
respond. 

Ruberto said he wanted to 
bring minor league baseball back 
to Pittsfield, but on the condition 
that roughly $1 million to $1.5 
million in private funds would be 


Diamond deal 


It’s a deja vu all over again. 

South county baseball promoters Chip Elitzer and Jim Bouton have 
returned from the political graveyard and won the prize they weren't 
granted in 2001. 

The duo — along with silent partner Eric Margenau — will have the 
right to field a professional baseball team at Wahconah Park beginning 
in 2005. 

Credit Mayor James Ruberto for inviting the team back to town, 
putting aside the nasty dispute of a prior administration. 

As for Elitzer and Bouton, they do view Wahconah Park as a prize. 
They are more motivated by alove for theballparkthana mistaken belief 
that they can get rich quick. 

Unlike Jonathan Fleisig — whose Berkshire Black Bears withered in 
the past two years while he looked for a better offer— Bouton and Elitzer 
tout local roots. They don’t want to be elsewhere. They want to promote 
baseball in Pittsfield; they want to be part of the community. 

Whether this approach will be enough to balance their books remains 
to be seen, though they’re far better positioned than they would have 
been trying to rush onto the field in 2002. 

They'll face particular challenges — Bouton burned bridges in the 
business community with his “Foul Ball” book — but already have a 


Seanad : 

: Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 

Home of the Berkshire Black Bears for the past two seasons, Wahconah Park will undergo reno- 
vations if a South County partnership can negotiate a lease for the city-owned ballpark. 


Bouton group willing to invest $1 million 


me : 


oe left, Beth Martinson, Robin Seeran and Diana Deluca, all of Boston, 


work at Pitt Park. 2 


| Pittsfield parks 


a 


Cyndi Davis of Greenfield cleans up 


the equipment at Ray Crow 
Playground. 


From left, Allison Adorno and Mike Bedard of Pittsfeld 
and Sarah Davis of Boston pitch in at Pitt Park. 


get spring cleaning 


The Massachusetts InterCorps 
Council presented its second annual 
Spring Service Event, bringing togeth- 
er National Service Members from 
around the state and local community 
organizations to transform a commu- 
‘nity in need. 

This year’s event was a spring clean- 
up at three Pittsfield parks, Pitt Park, 
Ray Crow Playground and Berkshire 
Common Park. The event was organ- 
ized in collaboration with the Retired 
and Senior Volunteer Program of 
Berkshire County, the city of Pitts- 
field, Pittsfield Parks Department, 
Pittsfield Beautiful and the Elizabeth 
Freeman Center. 

Participants painted park equip- 
ment, picked up litter, swept courts 
and pathways, cleaned up gardens, 

_ planted flower beds and performed 
- minor maintenance. 


d aks 


Ld 


invested to renovate the historic 
ballpark on Wahconah Street. 

In a written statement released 
yesterday, Ruberto said he will, 


schedule dates to meet with the - 


three partners “in the very near 
future.” Bouton’s group reported- 
ly accepted Ruberto’s proposal in 
a letter dated Tuesday. 

In the letter, Bouton stated that 
he and his partners are “available 
to begin negotiating the details of 
a Wahconah Park lease or license 
agreement at your earliest con- 
venience.” 

Bouton, a former New York 
Yankees pitcher and author of 
“Ball Four,” said yesterday that 
he and his partners accepted Ru- 
berto’s invitation because of its 
sincerity and their interest in 
helping the city of Pittsfield. 

“We always thought that any- 
thing can happen in Pittsfield 
when people are willing to work 
together,’ Bouton said. “That’s 
what I said in my letter to the 
mayor. We feel we have a lot of 
friends in Pittsfield and that we 
have the community behind us. 

“We don’t have any negotiating 
sessions scheduled yet. It will be 
soon. Obviously, we have to nego- 
tiate a lease. But we’re not going 
to start very far apart because 
we're going to start based on our 
proposal in 2001. ... We don’t ex- 
pect it to be very far off from the 
first time.” 

The city Parks Commission 
rejected the Bouton group’s bid 
to lease Wahconah Park in the 
summer of 2001 in favor of a pro- 


core of supporters who felt the duo were wronged in 2001. 

Regardless of whether they can generate the $1 million of annual 
revenues they’ re projecting, the duo is providing the city with a unique 
model— one that will include substantial private investment at a public 
stadium urgently in need of TLC and upgrades. 


3)y\y 


- — Jonathan Levine 


BOUTON from Bl 


and two and a half years ago is 
that we didn’t have as much 
time,” Elitzer said. “At least $1 
million can be used to enhance 
the experience because Opening 
Day won't be until 2005.” 

Having more time for the initial 
refurbishment of Wahconah Park 
is the “only real change” from the 
earlier proposal, Elitzer said. 

In 2001, the group also indicat- 
ed it would invest at least $25,000 
in each subsequent year to repair 
and upgrade Wahconah Park, and 
that it would assume responsibili- 
ty for maintenance and repairs 
ordinarily paid for by the city. The 
group listed those costs to be 
$500,000 between 1996 and 2001. 

The proposal stated the part- 
nership’s annual total operating 
expenses will be $1 million, a fig- 
ure Elitzer described yesterday as 
the break-even point. The group’s 
proposal included a variety of 
marketing strategies designed to 
make Wahconah Park more prof- 
itable. The group also planned to 
offer shares representing more 
than 50 percent of the ball club to 
the general public. 

“Some of these things have to 
happen in order,” Elitzer said. 
“The very first thing we have to 
do is sit down and talk with the 
mayor. We are eager to sit down 
with the mayor as soon as possi- 
ble to discuss the terms of a lease 


and a licensing agreement.” 

Both sides said Thursday the 
starting point for their negotia- 
tions will be based on the group’s 
2001 proposal. 

The group stated a preference 
at that time for a 30-year agree- 
ment to use Wahconah Park, but 
said that it would be willing to 
seek a lease of as short as one year 
as long as the deal was renewable 
at the partners’ option based on a 
series of performance criteria. 

Yesterday,, Elitzer said the 
length of the lease is not as 
important as the group’s ability to 
have the agreement renewed on 
its terms. 

“Tt could be one year renewed 
annually,” he said. “The reason 
for the renewability is so that it 
isn’t subject to the vagaries of pol- 
itics. The investors know that if 
they hold up their end that their 
investment won’t be taken from 
them. 

“We don’t know if it will work 
out,” Elitzer said, referring to ne- 
gotiations with the city. “It could 
stop in its tracks if the city has a 
different idea of a leasing ar- 
rangement. But we’re encouraged 
that the mayor said he was willing 
to bring us back under the terms 
of our 2001 proposal. 


“So I would be surprised if 


we're starting from a place that’s 
too far apart,” he said. “That’s al- 


ways a key to any successful: 


negotiation.” 


William R. Wilson Jr., president 
and chief executive officer of the 
Berkshire Visitors Bureau, said 
yesterday that he believed an in- 
dependent team playing in a ren- 
ovated Wahconah Park would pro- 
vide an additional tourism venue 
in Berkshire County. 

Minor league baseball is consid- 
ered affordable family entertain- 
ment, Wilson said. If the team and 
park are marketed the right way, 
Wilson said people who come for 
the county’s cultural offerings 
would view baseball as an addi- 
tional place to visit. That means 
visitors would stay longer and 
spend more money, he said. 

“We as a tourist community 
would love to see this happen,” 
Wilson said. 

In the marketing plan listed in 
their 2001 proposal, the group 
stated it planned to market Wah- 
conah Park as “an attraction as 
interesting as the game itself. 

“For fans who tour the country 
visiting legendary ballparks, Wah- 
conah will be a must-see stopover 
in the triangle formed by Coop- 
erstown, Fenway and Yankee Sta- 
dium,” their proposal stated. 

“That’s an extra added attrac- 
tion if you are able to tap into the 
baseball traffic that already 
exists,” Wilson said. “If you’re do- 
ing marketing, and if you have 
the bucks to do it, a multifaceted 
approach is great.” 

Tony Dobrowolski can be 
reached at tdobrowolski@berk- 
shireeagle.com. 
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BOUTON, continued on A8& 


Bouton amenable to talks on ballpark |. 


BOUTON from Al 


posal offered by Jonathan Fleisig, 
the principal owner of a then-dor- 
mant Northern League franchise 
based in Lynn. 

Fleisig moved his team, the 
Berkshire Black Bears, out of 
Wahconah Park in November af- 
ter it struggled both at the gate 
and on the field during the two 
years it played here. The Black 
Bears officially moved to New Ha- 
ven, Conn., this month. 

In its presentation to the Parks 
Commission in August 2001, 
Bouton’s group stated that it 
would “prefer” a 30-year agree- 
ment to use Wahconah Park, but 
would be willing to accept a lease 
as short as one year, renewable at 
the group’s option, subject to 
meeting a series of performance 
criteria. 

Bouton said yesterday that Elit- 
zer sent a letter to the Parks Com- 
mission in September 2001 stat- 
ing that instead of a 30-year lease 
the group would be willing to 
seek a two-year lease, renewable 
at its option based on perform- 
ance criteria. 

Starting point for talks 


“They have said on a number of 
occasions that the starting point 
for all discussions is the proposal 
they submitted to the city three 
years ago,” Ruberto said. “We said 
we would use that document to 
statt the discussions. 

“But we didn’t say the accept- 
ance of the invitation is based on 
that document of three years 
ago,” Ruberto added. “Some of 
those items are great ideas for the 
city. Others need to be discussed 
and understood. 

“T’m open to discussion on any 
item,” the mayor added. 

The Parks Commission has 
jurisdiction over any lease or li- 
censing agreements because the 
five-member panel maintains ag- 
ing Wahconah Park. None of the 
board’s current members were in 
office when Fleisig’s proposal was 
selected over the Bouton group’s 
bid three years ago. 

Parks Commission Chairman 
Michael P Filpi, who also signed 
Ruberto’s invitation letter to the 


Bouton group, said yesterday that 
he was unaware the partnership 
had accepted. 

“Depending on what the details 
are, that. was our goal — to en- 
courage that group to give ita 
shot again,” Filpi said. “We'll have 
to see what’s on the table before 
we approve it.” 

City Council President Gerald 
M. Lee, one of only three current 
council members in office in 2001, 
also signed Ruberto’s invitation 
letter to the Bouton group. 

Lee also said yesterday he was 


Relay leaders eye Burbank 


glad the three partners had re- 
sponded in a timely fashion. 

“The reason I signed that letter 
is because it’s not about what hap- 
pened in the past, it’s about the 
future,” Lee said. “It’s up to the 
mayor to negotiate, and if its a 
good deal for the city, [ll support 
it,” Lee said. “If it’s not, I won't. 
The bottom line is it’s about the 
future for the city of Pittsfield and 
has nothing to do with the past.” 

Tony Dobrowolski can be 
reached at tdobrowolski@berk- 
shireeagle.com. 


The Relay for Life is coming to fy 


Burbank Park. 


os Bs 


The American Cancer Society plans 
to move the massive summer 
fundraiser from Wahconah Regional 
High School to Pittsfield’s lakeside 


park. 


The parks commission last week 
approved allowing 24-hour use of 
Burbank Park beginning at 6 p.m. on 


June 18. : 


“It's a great thing for Pittsfield,” 
said parks commission chairman 


Mike Filpi. 


In addition to the show of support 
for cancer survivors and raising funds 
to fight the disease, Filpi said the 
commission welcomes the opportu- 
nity to highlight the park. 

“With upwards of two or three 
thousand people, it’s a great way to Salzarulooutlined the proposal when 


shire Relay for Life. 


showcase Burbank Park,” he said. 
Cheryl Tripp-Cleveland and Dan 4p 5; “th ey’re really willing to work | 


On track: walkers remembered 
loved ones during the sixth Berk- 


Le 
Carnival approved for Common 


The parks commission on Monday authorized the Pittsfield Babe Ruth 
Baseball League and Gillette Shows to operate a carnival at the First Street 
Common from May 25 to June 1. 

Dueto neighborhood concerns, however, commissioners imposed a 10:30 

.m. closing time each night. RES. £3 : 

“That will sort of appease the issue,” said chairman Mike Filpi. “I don't 
think a half hour will affect your revenue.” ee 

Babe Ruth spokesman Jim Hassett said the event is the league's primary 
fundraiser. He lauded Betty Gillette for providing her Pittsfield-based 
touring carnival each year. 3 

“She is the main reason we're able to maintain the Babe Ruth finances in 
what shape they are in,” said Hassett. Sek 
Commissioner John Marchesi said Gillette runs a good operation. “They 


leave that place twice as good as they find it,” he 8 \\ g { o| 
. out Be ee re | mt taworn 


Dogs becoming | 
issue in city parks 
_ PITTSFIELD — The Board of « 
Park Commissioners has issued a 
reminder to park users that dogs 
are to be restrained at all times 
while on park property and shall — 
not be allowed to run loose. Own- 
ers also must pick up after their : 
dogs. The Parks Department has 
received numerous complaints 
from residents regarding this issue. 
James McGrath, director of 
community services, hopes that | 
people will voluntarily comply — 
with city ordinances relating to 
pets. He said, “While we realize _ 
people enjoy visiting the park 
with their dogs, all we ask is that — 
they respect the right of other park 
users.” eR | 
McGrath also stated that park — 
security personnel and the dog 
officer have been alerted to the © 
problem and will be addressing 
- the problem aggressively, especial- 
ly at Burbank Park. Section 2 1/2- 
28 of the city code allows the dog 
officer and park security to fine © 
any individual not complying with — 
the ordinances relating to dog. : 


Fines range up {t 0} per pt- 
fense. ( Nhe reed 


ee 


the commission met last week. The 
item was not listed on the 
commission’s agenda. 

“There seemed to be a sense of 
urgency,” said community services 
director James McGrath. 

While other large-scale plans for 
Burbank Park — most, notably the 
failed Berkshire Music Festival this 
summer — have proven controver- 
sial, Filpi and McGrath said they an- 
ticipate no problems because the 
Relay for Life is an established event 
with paid and volunteer staff. 

“They're doing everything they're 
supposed to,” said Filpi. “Theyre - 
hiring deputy sheriffs and it's going | 
tobeawell-m; ell-organized 


ant 
event.” Re D- 
McGrath oi hehas Meche 
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: pe 2 ; Julie A. Brown / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Pittsfield Hillies m i p to the cheering crowd at Wahconah Park before the start of the vintage baseball game against the 
Hartford Senators. Over 4,500 fans were treated to a special and exciting game won by the Senators, 14-12, Story, photos on Page C4. 
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The Friends of Springside ray ar 5 help ied ioe Pittsfield green space. 
Springside 
Park gets 
a spring 
cleaning 


The Friends of Springside 
Park and the Vincent J. He- 
bert Arboretum held a joint 
cleanup and beautification of 
Springside Park in Pitts-field 
on April 17, 

More than 100 volunteers 
spent the day cleaning, haul- 
ing and Planting this wildlife, 


Redo, bird, plant and tree habitat. 
Park Vice President The Vincent J. Hebert Ar- 


boretum and Friends of 
Springside have helped Pitts-. 
field maintain the park as an 
Open-space natural resource 


Bill Carrigan, Park 
Commissioners Jane 
Bresnahan and Ellie 


Penae. Sie for free public enjoyment, 
Capelli and Park The park is home to many 


summer cultural and educa- 
tional programs such as na- 
ture hikes, bird walks, con- 
certs and plays, . 


Commissioner Gene 
Nadeau Participate in 
a tree-planting cere- 


MODY: The cleanup was also in 
RIGHT: Andrew Len- honor of Earth Day, which 
ton and Judy Gitel- celebrates preserving the en- 





son haul debris, 2S vironment. a 
! 





Photos by Julie A, Brown / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
field Common took place yesterday evening with anoth- 
age division races, Above, burning rubber in the train- 

old Shane Steinman. The six-week series js spgn- . 
on and is free to all County youngsters, 
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At left, Ross Wightman, of Chatham, N.Y., competes in 
the age 7-§ division. Above, John Virgilio of Pittsfield, 
12, has the look of a champion while competing in the 
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- has plans to renovate Wahconah 
- Park in time for the start of the 


Bouton, 






the park 


By Howard Herman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — It was the 
biggest baseball party this city had 
seen in a long time. It was certain- 
ly the biggest since the Pittsfield 
Cubs had their parade up North 
Street to open the 1985 Eastern 
League season. 

Vintage automobiles, vintage 
uniforms, vintage baseball and a 
crowd estimated in excess of 5,000 
crowding into Wahconah Park for 
a big baseball party. 

And it was almost irrelevant that 
the Pittsfield Hillies were beaten 
by the Hartford Senators 14-12. It 
was too much fun for everybody. 

“Tt was great, it was a lot of fun. 
Are you kidding? This was so 
exciting,” said Pittsfield High 
baseball coach Bob Moynihan, 
who was the captain of the Hillies. 
“It’s great for the city, it was a 
great game.” 

“J seldom has had this much fun 
in a baseball game,” added Hillies 
manager Chuck Garivaltis. “The 
guys enjoyed it very much, and we 
certainly played a competitive 
game. It was great, great fun.” 

The game was the idea of for- 
mer major league pitcher Jim 
Bouton and his partners in Wah- 
conah Park Inc., the group that 


2005 baseball season. 

The Senators have been in exis- 
tence since 2001 and has been 
playing the game with 1880s rules 
since then. 

Let the record show that the 
Senators scored 14 runs on 11 hits 
with seven errors, while the Hillies 
scored 12 runs on 14 hits with 
eight errors. Hartford scored a 
pair of runs in the first inning, the 
first two runs scored in this storied 
rivalry in 74 years. 

The first Hillies’ base hit came 
off the bat of Jeff Reynolds, while 
the first run batted in came home 
on a hit by Tom Rizzo. And if 
you’re keeping score at home, the 
Senators scored six runs in the top 
of the eighth inning to rally from a 
four-run deficit to take a 13-11 
tead: 

It was also a game where a pair 
of pitchers, better known for their 
parts in Yankee-Red Sox rivalries, 
got to strut their stuff a bit. 
the Bulldog of the 
Yankees’ staff in the mid-1960s, 
got some time on the mound. Bill 
Lee, the Spaceman of the 1970s 
Red Sox, stepped out of the ESPN 
Classic broadcast booth to throw 
an inning for the Senators. 

“J felt pretty good. I’ve had so 
much going on the last couple of 
weeks, I didn’t think I’d be able to 
focus or to really get into the 
game,” said Bouton. “I threw 
some pretty good pitches.” 


Some TV nerves 


Bouton laughed when asked 
about the last time he appeared on 
television, but said he was nervous 
before his mound appearance. 

“There always is [some nervous- 
ness]. Even if there isn’t you try to 
create that, because that’s your 
energy source,” said Bouton. “I 
always tell kids if you feel those 
butterflies, don’t push them away, 
use it. It’s like plugging into elec- 
tricity.” 

But the player who threw the 
first pitch in the game was Joe 
DiCicco of Pittsfield, No. 49 on 
the Berkshire Eagle’s list of Top 50 
athletes of the 20th century. 

“J was anxious to get it going, 
and once I got out there, it was 
pick up the ball and throw,” he 
said, “no warm-ups or anything. I 
was excited [to be first]. It's a 
pleasure, I really feel like it was an 
honor.” 

In the game, the Hillies scored 
nine runs in the bottom of the 
third inning to go up 9-2. The 
Senators, who have been at this 
game a lot longer than the month 
or two the Hillies have been 
together, chipped away until scor- 
ing six in the seventh. 

“Routine plays aren’t routine in 
this game with these gloves and 


the spin on the ball,” said 


Moynihan, who played some sec- 
ond base in addition to his cap- 
tains’ duties. 

The Hillies had a chance to 
come back in the bottom of the 
ninth. With one out, Ben Tyer sin- 
gled, went to second on a wild 
pitch and took third on a balk. But 
after Terry Bishop struck out, B.J. 
Jefferson popped to second end- 
ing the game. 

“Tt was a great time, but it would 
have been a little better if my last 
at-bat went better,” said Jefferson. 
“He started me off with the slider 
and took. I jumped at the first fast- 
ball I saw. I was a little impatient.” 

To a man, every Hillies player 
aud coach said they were ready to 
come back and play again. Jim 
Bouton said it would happen. 

“Oh yeah,” said Bouton. “We 
have our vintage guys, and there 
will be two teams to root for at 
Wahconah Park.” 
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July 3, 2004 — Hi 


A vintage 
baseball 
party at 









The announcer, who used a megaphone to announce players, walks by a sign that 
encourages players to play by the rules. 





Some ‘newsies’ were seen hawking programs outside Wahcon 
Card, who is 13. More than 4,500 fans attended the game. 









Old-time wooden bats hang in the dugout prior to Saturday night’s 
game at Wahconah Park. The Pittsfield Hillies and visiting Hartford 
Senators used turn-of-the-century gloves, balls and uniforms. 






The Spaceman, former Red Sox moundsman Bill Lee, talks with Lenox’s Peter Arment before the game as 


Arment tries to glue on his fake moustache. Lee pitched for the Hartford team late in the game. 
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Al Thorp, of the Stockbridge singing grow 


On the Web: www.BerkshireEagle.com 


artford Senators 14, Pittsfield Hillies 12 at Wahconah Park 


The Pittsfield Hillies’ Tom Rizzo makes a play on a ground ball during Saturday night’s vintage baseball game against the Hartford Senators. 





p ‘Quin 


tessential,’ belts out a song to the 


Photos by Julie A. Brown / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


It’s a tough play with a small glove. 









crowd between innings of Saturday night’s game at Wahconah Park. 


l earibsare | 


San wo 


joe) 


as BR 


we 
— 


oS. a 


pew UO 


me WS ID Lo 


[> oY ww WD 


~~ Oo Ma po} 


Qa 8 


th 


yey yoy t 


Lys 


i a Un Ce 


yt 


yde hid 


bho 


(odious 


(Mek 


[2 









Wan this VYWUU. vy 





Multiple parks projects 


By D.R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — The Parks 
Commission has endorsed a plan 
to advertise for bids on an esti- 
mated $304,000 worth of im- 
provements to fields in three city 
parks. 

Funding for the work at Clapp 
Park, Kirvin Park and the Gerald 
S. Doyle Sr. Softball Complex will 
come from a donation made to 
Pittsfield in 2001 by city native 
Lawrence A. Bossidy. Some 
$850,000 of Bossidy’s $1 million 
donation remains. 


Bids sought 


Advertising for bids will begin 
in mid-April; a bid opening will be 
scheduled for May 15, James 
McGrath, the city’s director of 
community services, said yester- 
day. Work is scheduled to begin 
about June 1 and continue until 
Oct. 15. 

Officials are aiming for an Oct. 
30 “closeout date” on Bossidy- 
funded park projects for 2004. ~ 

At its regular meeting in 
Springside House on Monday, the 
Parks Commission agreed to hold 
off on work at Deming Park until 
the state Department of En- 
vironmental Protection rules on 
an appeal filed by Amy and 
Richard Millis, whose Ontario 
Street property abuts the park. 

The couple contend that some 
of the work proposed for Deming 
_ Park, notably the rehabilitation of 

the baseball infield, will increase 
water runoff onto their property. 
They want the DEP to impose an 
order of conditions on the project 
that will supersede the order of 
the Pittsfield Conservation Com- 
mission. 


In its solicitation, the Parks 

Commission will be seeking bids 
on: 
@ The “bottom-up” reconstruc- 
tion of the soccer field at Clapp 
Park, including a new drainage 
system. The project also will in- 
clude the reconfiguration of the 
track such that it passes behind 
the baseball backstop and outside 
the limits of the playing fields, 
and the construction of concrete 
pads for bleachers at the baseball 
and soccer fields. Bleachers will 
not be part of the Bossidy-funded 
work at Clapp Park; the Parks 
Department will seek prices on 
bleachers on its own, said Mc- 
Grath. 

The estimated $97,137 cost of 
the work at Clapp Park includes 
some $65,000 worth of optional 
“add-on” work that may be done 
if Officials decide that it’s cost- 
effective. That work includes 
installation of irrigation systems 
for the baseball and soccer fields. 

@ A new baseball infield at the 
Doyle complex, where an estimat- 
ed $52,879 will be spent on 
drainage improvements, a new 
backstop, chain-link dugouts and 
new fencing around portions of 
the field. 

B A “wholesale rehabilitation” 
of the front soccer field at Kirvin 
Park. Drainage and irrigation sys- 
tems also will be installed, as will 
a wooden guardrail fence to pre- 
vent vehicles from driving on the 
fields. The cost of the work at 
Kirvin is estimated at $154,108. 
McGrath said contractors also 
will be asked for prices on “gener- 
al maintenance” of the rear field 
at Kirvin, work that would include 
removal of rocks and stones and 
soil aeration. 

It’s possible that the contractor 


¥ 





Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Replicas of vintage baseball equipment and uniforms were on 
display yesterday at Pittsfield City Hall. 


Vintage game to field 
Hillies vs. Senators 


By Tony Dobrowolski 

? Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITISFIELD — Get ready 
for some vintage baseball. Lit- 
erally. 

Former New York Yankees 
pitcher and author Jim Bouton 
of North Egremont said yester- 
day that Wahconah Park Inc. 
plans to stage a baseball game 
at Wahconah Park on July 4 
that will feature two teams 
wearing old-time uniforms, us- 
ing ancient equipment and 
playing by rules that were 
established in the 19th century. 

The Pittsfield Hillies, a re- 
vival of the old Eastern League 
team that played in Wahconah 
Park between 1919 and 1930, 
will play the Hartford Sena- 
tors, who existed between 1902 
and 1934. The two teams were 
Eastern League rivals and last 
played in 1930. 

New York Yankees Hall-of- 
Famer Lou Gehrig played for 
the Senators and hit a home 
run against the Hillies in Wah- 
conah Park in 1924 that landed 
in the east branch of the Hou- 
satonic River. 


1880s rules 


“We'll use 1880s rules, and 
uniforms from back in the 
early part of the last century,” 
Bouton said yesterday during a 
press conference at City Hall. 

Bouton said the Senators, 
who have been playing since 
2001, belong to a “loose” asso- 
ciation of vintage baseball 


teams that play in Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, Massachusetts, 
New York, New Jersey and 
Maryland. 

He said Wahconah Park Inc., 
which signed a lease agree- 
ment with the city of Pit:sfield 
to renovate Wahconah Park, 
will stage one vintage baseball 
game this summer. If the July 4 
game is a success, Boutor said 
more vintage baseball games 
will be scheduled in 2005. 

In a 41-page prospectus 
Wahconah Park Inc. recently 
released detailing plans for 
renovating Pittsfield’s hisioric 
ballpark, vintage baseball 
games are listed as one of the 
60 events the partnership plans 
to hold at Wahconah Park in 
2005 between Memorial Day 
and Labor Day. 

Bouton said Wahconah Park 
Inc. has already conducted 
three tryouts for the Hillies, 
and will conduct two per week 
from now until July 4. The 
Hillies will be made up offor- 
mer high school; college and 
professional players who live in 
the area, Bouton said. 

Chuck Garivaltis, a forner 
baseball and football sta: at 
both Pittsfield High School 
and Colgate University, is the 
Hillies’ head coach. He wili be 
assisted by former Pittsfield 
star athletes and coaches ‘bny 
Ferdyn, Ed “Itch” McMahon, 
Buddy Pellerin, Ray Woit- 
kowski and Joe Zavaterro. 








OK’d 
could do the maintenance work 
for less than it would cost the city 
to do it, McGrath said. In that 
case, he said, the contractor 
would probably be retained to do 
the job. : 

After the appeal to DEP has 
been settled, work at Deming 
Park could begin, but Parks Com- 
mission members said Monday 
it’s likely that the work will be 
postponed until 2005. 

Plans call for spending some 
$93,300 to rehabilitate the infield, 
build a new backstop and chain- 
link dugouts, install fencing along 
the first and third base lines, and 
hang netting along the first base 
line to help prevent foul balls 
from landing in Meadow Street 
neighbors’ yards. 

Possible “add-ons” for Deming 
Park include an enhanced infield 
surface and an irrigation system. 
The estimated cost is $44,000. 


Little League funding 


In other action on Monday, the 
commission affirmed for the sec- 
ond time a year-old commitment 
to spend up to $10,000 on rest- 
room facilities at the North Little 
League field on Springside Ave- 
nue. 

The money would be spent on 
connecting the restrooms with a 
city sewer line on Grove Street. 

At a meeting in March, the 
commission voted on the same 
issue, but the legality of the vote 
was questioned by commission 
members who noted that one of 
their number was absent from the 
meeting and another member, 
John C. Marchesi, abstained be- 
cause he is a member of Little 
League’s board of directors. 

Adopting a recommendation 





Some $850,000 of 
Lawrence Bossidy’s 
$1 million donation 
remains for city 
park improvement 
projects. 





from City Solicitor Christopher 
Speranzo, the five-member com- 
mission voted again on Monday: 
the tally was three in favor, one 
opposed and one abstention. 

Parks Commission member 
Eugene Nadeau said he opposes 
the payment because he does not 
believe the outlay is consistent 
with Bossidy’s wishes for use of 
his donation. He also declared 
that the league is in line to receive 
a grant from the Berkshire En- 
vironmental Fund that would 
more than cover the cost of the 
sewer connection. 

In addition, said Nadeau, the 
project must “go out for bid” 
because its cost amounts to about 
$13,000. State law requires com- 
petitive bidding on projects worth 
more than $10,000. 

McGrath said yesterday that 
Nadeau is correct and that the 
work will be bid. 

On Monday, Parks Commission 
Chairman Michael Filpi. refused 
Nadeau’s request that he abstain 
from the vote on the North Little 
League. Nadeau said Filpi 
shouldn’t vote because he did 
some volunteer work for the 

_ league. 

Filpi said he volunteers his 

labor in city parks and plats to 


continue. He said he derives \no 


direct benefit that cou Ne affect- 
ed in any way A\vOles on the 
Parks Comn¥séio 


~ 
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approved by 
Parks board 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — A plan to pres- 
ent a “Taste of the Berkshires” fes- 
tival and an exhibition baseball 
game = Wahconah Park on July 4 

was endorsed last night 
Parks Commission. oo Ss 
Donald Be“ Chip? Elitzer, an 
officer of Wahconah Park Inc., the 
South County partnership that 
holds a license on the park, told 
the commission that 4 variety of 
food vendors from throughout the 
county would be invited to partici- 
pate in the event, which he said is 
scheduled to begin at about 4 p.m. 

on July 4. 

In the evening of the holiday. 
said Elitzer, two nonprofessional 
baseball teams will play an exhibi- 
fon game in Wahconah Park; the 
game will be followed by the tradi- 
tional fireworks display. 


Teams not named 


Elitzer Said that he could not 
provide additional details about 
the event, such as the names of the 
competing teams. The rain date is 
July 5, he said, 

_ “We'll have a news conference 

im a couple of weeks,” he said. 

The Partnership has consulted 

with the Fourth of July Parade 
Committee about the event, said 
Elitzer. He estimated that atten- 
dance at the game will be about 
4,000. Wahconah. Park Inc. plans 
to provide Security and a truck 
qippped with 12 restroom stalls 
facilities that Elitzer said will sup- 

_ plement those currently available 
at the park. 

In other business last night, the 
commission granted “promotional 
tights” to Wahconah Park to the 
Colonial Theatre Association for 
August. 

The association hopes to book a 
band to perform in the park dur- 
Ing August, said Susan Sperber 
the group’s executive director. She 
said the association aims to bring a 
well-known band to Pittsfield fora 
benefit performance on a date to 
be scheduled. ~ 

Replying to a question from a 
commussioner, Sperber said that 
the association and Wahconah 
Park Inc. will coordinate arrange- 
ments so that the event does not 
interfere with construction work 
that will be under way at 
Wahconah Park. 

In early March, the commission 
endorsed a license agreement 
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events 


B aseball 


set for July 4 
BASEBALL from t\) 3} 


between the city and Wahconah 
Park Inc., which plans to bring an 
independent league baseball team 
to the park and invest $1.5 million 
in renovating it. 

The partnership consists of 


vy 


Elitzer, who is an investment ~ 


banker from Great Barrington, - 
former New York Yankees pitcher 
and author Jim Bouton of North 
Egremont and Eric Margenau of 
New York City and Stockbridge, a 


minor league sports entrepreneur. 

Bouton is the group’s president. 
Elitzer has said the partnership 

aims to break ground early this 


summer. 
Under the agreement, 


Wah- 


conah Park Inc. will invest $1.5 
million in capital improvements 7 
and facility expenses in the park _ 


__prior to opening day 2005. 


—= 
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Wahconah renovations 
get approval of ZBA 


WAHCONAH from B1 


areas at Tanglewood, 

Asked what effect parking cars 
would have on grass at the ball- 
fields, Scalise said it is possible to 
purchase a plastic material that 
can be inserted into the Toots of 
8tass so that ruts don’t develop. 
“In the soft places, we’d be pre- 
Pared to do that,” he said. 

Wahconah Park Inc. also plans 
to replace the “silty” material in 
the current gravel parking lot with 
crushed stone. Scalise said there is 
a large amount of natural screen- 
ing around the existing parking 
areas and that the additional areas 
will not affect the quality of the 
surrounding areas. 


Relief from flood rules 


The group requested relief from 
the city’s flood plain requirements 
in order to design and construct 
structures that will be able to with- 
stand floods. Scalise said the Fed- 
eral Emergency Management As- 
Sociation has suggested that his- 





toric structures such as Wahconah 
Park receive consideration for 
these type of variances. The entire 
ballpark is located within the 100- 
year flood plain. 

Wahconah Park Inc. has applied 
for two more special permits from 
the Community Development 
Board, which will hear the group’s 
petition Aug. 17. 

Following last night’s meeting, 
Elitzer said Wahconah Park Ince. 
now plans to begin renovating 
Wahconah Park in October, in- 
stead of September. He said the 
group still has unresolved issues 
with subcontractors to work out 
and will have to wait until the per- 

mitting process runs its course 
before the renovations can begin. 

ZBA Chairman Albert A. In-_ 
gegni III said the board would file 
its approval of the group’s re- 
quests within 10 days, Residents 
then have 21 days after the ZBA 
files its decision to Ppgal the 
board’s findings. V/ 


Tony Dobrowolski Can be reached 
at tdobrowolski @berkshireeagle.com 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — The Zoning Board of 
Appeals last night quickly and unani- 
mously approved four variances and a 
special permit that will allow Wahconah 
Park Inc. to renovate and expand Wah- 

- conah Park in time for the 2005 baseball 
season. j ; 

The ZBA‘s four members approved all 
of Wahconah Park Inc.’s requests with no 
debate and only a few comments. No one 

_ spoke for or against the group’s proposal 
during the public comment period. 

Two of Wahconah Park Inc.’s three 
partners, author and former Yankee 


pitcher Jim Bouton of North Egremont 
and investment banker Donald B. “Chip” 
Elitzer of Great Barrington, attended the 
meeting but did not address the board. 
The variances will allow Wahconah 
Park Inc. to construct new seating areas 
and vending areas within the park’s re- 
quired 10-foot setback, permit building 
that does not fit the existing zoning 
bylaws, allow for the expansion of parking 
spaces without providing additional 
screening, and allow for the “wet-flood 
proofing” of dugouts, locker rooms and 
restrooms located within the 100-year 
flood plain of the west branch of the 
Housatonic River, which runs behind the 


historic ballpark’s outfield fence. 
The special permit gives the South 


‘County partnership permission to expand 


Wahconah Park despite being located in a 
residential-multifamily zone, an area in 
which stadiums are not allowed under 
current city zoning. 


Ballpark predates zoning 


The ballpark is considered a “noncon- 
forming use” because its existence pre- 
dates the city’s zoning bylaws. Baseball 
was first played on the site in 1892, and it 
is generally believed that the current park 
came into existence in 1919. 

“Tt significantly predates zoning,” proj- 


ect engineer James Scalise of SK Design 
in Pittsfield told the four-member board. 

Bouton, Elitzer and the group’s third 
partner, psychologist and professional 
sports entrepreneur Eric Margenau, a 
part-time Stockbridge resident, are seek- 
ing to expand Wahconah’s seating capaci- 
ty from 2,500 to 4,000 in time for the 2005 
baseball season. 

They plan to construct new grandstands 
down the left and right field lines, where 
temporary bleachers are now in place. 
Although several publications have listed 
Wahconah Park’s seating capacity at 
4,500, the partnership has discovered that 
the park actually holds much less than that. 


ZBA endorses Wahconah renovations 


Scalise said Wahconah Park Inc. was re-. = == - 


questing a variance to construct the new 


grandstands within the 10-feet setback —— 


from the property lines. 

“Because of the existing configuration, 
we don’t have a lot of room to move these 
structures,” Scalise said. 

The group plans to expand the parking 
area from 225 to 500 spaces, Scalise said. 
To do so, Wahconah Park Inc. plans to uti- 
lize two Park Street ballfields located 
beyond the current parking lot. He com- 
pared Wahconah Park’s proposed use of 
the ballfields to parking cars on grassy 
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The newly named Mark Belanger Memorial Youth Athletic Facility is at the corner of East and Newell streets in Pittsfield. ¥ oY 





Baseball the way it used to be 


inane 


Batting cleanup 


July 3 game to feature 
vintage rules, uniforms 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Batters receive seven 
balls and three strikes and are allowed to 
call their own pitches. Fielders’ gloves are 
no bigger than a player’s hand. Only one 
umpire is stationed on the field, and he 
must be addressed as “sir,” instead of 


something unprintable, at all times. 
This is baseball? 


Actually, it’s vintage baseball, Amer- 
ica’s national pastime as it was played 
under the rules that governed the game in 
the late 19th century, and it’s coming to 
Wahconah Park on Saturday, July 3.- 
Teams representing the Pittsfield Hillies 


and Hartford Senators, minor league 


rivals of the early 20th century, will play 
each other under the rules of baseball that 


existed in 1886. 


Organized in part by Wahconah Park 
Inc., the South County partnership that 
plans to renovate the city’s ancient ball- 
park and bring an independent minor 
league team to Pittsfield for the 2005 sea- 
son, the game will be televised live on 


ESPN Classic at 7 p.m. on July 3. 
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New playing field dedicated to Belanger 


By Bill Carey 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — With a baseball 
game in progress behind them, city 
officials accepted custody of a new 
sports complex at the corner of 
East and Newell streets, which has 
been named the Mark Belanger 
Memorial Youth Athletic Facility in 
honor of the late major leaguer. 
The combined Little League 
baseball diamond, soccer field and 
walking track is the product of a 
subagreement to the landmark 
PCB cleanup pact approved by a 
federal judge in October 2000 and 
involving General Electric Co. and 
the city, state and federal govern- 





The combined baseball diamond, soccer field 
and walking track is the product of a sub- 
agreement to the landmark PCB cleanup pact. 





ments. Its dedication reunited the 
parties to that pact. 

“Everyone realized that this was a 
wonderful opportunity to deal with 
a site that had some contamination 
issues ... to work collaboratively,” 
said Bob Varney, New England 
regional administrator of the feder- 
al Environmental Protection 
Agency. “You've really hit a home 
run with this facility.” 


GE last June awarded a contract 
valued at $647,000 to convert the 
roughly three-acre, corner site into 
an athletic park, which is being 
leased to the city for 99 years. The 
independent Pittsfield Economic 
Development Authority (PEDA), 
which is overseeing the redevelop- 
ment of GE land across the street, 
has agreed to maintain the park for 
three years. 





Park finds patrons 


PITTSFIELD — Highland Park, one of the city’s lesser-known public 
recreational areas, has found benefactors in a group of residents of 


By D.R. BahIman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Stephen Ramsey, GE vice presi- 
dent of corporate environmental af- 
fairs, presented Mayor James M. 
Ruberto with a symbolic, oversized 
key representing the turnover to 
city control. 

“GE is pleased and proud as it 
can be to be a part of this,” Ramsey 
said. 

Also speaking yesterday was for- 
mer Mayor Gerald S. Doyle Jr., 


who was instrumental in negotiat-. 


ing the PCB cleanup agreement. 
Doyle and outgoing PEDA Chair- 

man Gary S. Grunin also noted the 

contributions of Thomas E. Hickey 
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Intended to be an old-time experience, 
the emphasis will be as much on enter- 
tainment as on the baseball. The players 
will be clad in replicas of 19th-century 
uniforms, and costumed actors represent- 
ing vendors, shoe shiners, newsboys and 





dius, 





Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
From left, Wahconah Park Inc. partners Donald E. ‘Chip’ Elitzer and Jim Bouton 
discuss some of the changes planned for the ballpark with James Culliton of 
Allegrone Construction in Pittsfield. 


megaphone announcers are expected to 
mingle in the crowd. Plans also call for a 
costumed actor to read Ernest Lawrence 
Thayer’s classic baseball poem, “Casey At 
The Bat,” written in 1888, during the sev- 
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Conn. : 


century rules. 


Several conversations 
led to ESPN broadcast 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — The idea of playing a ~ 
vintage baseball game in Wahconah Park 
came about through a series of conversa- 
tions between former major leaguer Jim 
Bouton of North Egremont, noted base- 
ball historian John Thorn, who discovered 
Pittsfield’s 1791 baseball bylaw, ESPN 
Classic’s Mark Durand and vintage-base- 
ball enthusiast Greg Martin of Hartford, 


Martin runs the Hartford Senators and 
owns Vintage Baseball Factory, which © 
manufactures uniforms and equipment 
for teams that play baseball under 19th- 


According to Martin, vintage baseball 
teams began forming in 1995. He formed 


the Senators in 2000 and a year later start- 
ed an annual vintage baseball tournament 





ESPN intrigued by old-style 


ESPN from B1 


the former New York Yankees 


- pitcher was interested in the ori- 


gins of baseball, and asked him if 
he was interested in entering a 
team in the tournament. The two 
men had a long telephone conver- 
sation, but nothing was resolved at 
that time. 

Bouton and Thorn met for the 
first time in Hackensack, N.J., this 
spring during the taping of a show 
called “Yankees on Trial,” which 
was broadcast on ESPN in April. 

When Thorn found out that 
Bouton was interested in renovat- 
ing Wahconah Park, he told him 
about his discovery of Pittsfield’s 
bylaw, which he had located by 
accident over the Internet while 
doing research last year. After the 
bylaw document was located in the 


Berkshire Athenaeum and took on 
national implications, Durand said 
Bouton called him and wondered 
if there was some way the bylaw 
could be mentioned on ESPN. 

- “That’s how we all got talking 
about a vintage game,” Durand 
said. 


‘A whole new dimension’ 


Meanwhile, Wahconah Park Inc. 
got back in touch with Martin, who 
said he hadn’t heard from Bouton 
since their initial conversation in 
February. 

“When ESPN got involved in it, 
it took on a whole new dimension 
from there,” Martin said. 

ESPN Classic broadcasts prima- 
rily prerecorded material, mostly 
videotapes of famous sporting 
events or profiles on well-known 
athletes. But Durand said ESPN 
Classic does broadcast a small 


rs. 
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members of the Belanger family are at lower left. 


in Hartford that takes place over the 
weekend closest to Independence Day. 
Martin said he contacted Bouton, a 
member of the Wahconah Park Inc. part- 
nership, in February after he heard that 
ESPN, continued on B4 - 


| ballgame 


amount of live programming. 
“This is actually our first baseball 
game,” he said. Se 

“T think this really fits into who 
we are to a certain extent,” Du- »: 
rand said. “This is a vintage base- 
ball game with guys wearing the 
uniforms and playing by the rules 
of the 19th century. This brings 
history back to life. It’s living his- 
tory. 

“We wouldn’t be able to broad- 
cast a game between the Brooklyn — 
Dodgers and New York Giants 
from 1895,” Durand said. “The ~ 
only way anybody could get any 
sense of the tradition and roots of 
the game would be to do this. I 
think it suits our audignce quite 
well in that respect.’ 


Tony Dobrowolski can be reached 
at tdobrowolski@berkshireeael ‘- 


ram 
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Al Belanger, brother of former Baltimore Oriole Mark Belanger, speaks at a ceremon, yesterday dedicat- 
ing the Mark Belanger Memorial Youth Athletic Facility at East and Newell Ole Pittsfield. Nis 
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New playing field dedicated to Belanger 


BALL FIELD from Ai 


Jr., PEDA’s executive director, 
who lost his wife, Marijane, to a 
tragic accident last week and was 
not present. 

Al Belanger, Mark Belanger’s 
brother, offered “a sincere thank 
you from the Belanger family” for 
the naming of the park after the 











Lanesboro native, a longtime 
shortstop for the Baltimore Ori- 
oles. Mark Belanger died in 1998 
of lung cancer. 

On hand for the dedication were 
his mother, Maria Bianchi Bel- 
anger, sisters Jeanne Heil 
and Linda Thornton and other 
family members. 

On the field behind the ceremo- 





ny, representatives of the Ftttsfield 
South Little League did: battle 
against Pittsfield North and West 
Little Leaguers. When the game 
concluded, officials walked out to 
the mound and threw ceremonial 
first pitches. 9 


“Bill Carey can be reached at 
bcarey @berkshireeagle -~ 


Springside clean-up planned 
The Friends of Spring 
Hebert Arboretum will con 
Saturday, April 17 from 9:3 
is Sunday, April 18. 
Volunteers should meet at 


side Park and the Vincent J. 
duct a clean-up day on 
0.a.m. to 5 p.m. Rain date 


the old zoo area near the 
North Street. Park- 


childrens’ playground off a 
ing is available by Springside Fiouse. 

* jolunteers can come forany length of time during 
the day, and collection bags will be provided. Volun- 
teers should bring glovesif possible. For mote infor- 


mation, call Elizabeth Kulas at 443-5348. 5 S) y 4 


Pittsfield’s North End. oe 
Aiming to give the Pittsfield Minor League its first permanent home in 


nearly 50 years, the group is working and raising money to establish a field 
for the league in the park late this summer, said Michael Merriam of 
Pittsfield, commissioner of the Minor League. 

“We'll start this summer putting playground pieces such as teeter-totters 
and slides, and we’ll cut the ball field in August with the help of Dean 
Maynard of Maynard Landscaping,” Merriam said. “In the spring of 2005, 
we hope to erect a backstop and open the park for children to come on 
Saturdays and Sundays, when there will be supervised, organized activities 
for them.” 

Merriam estimated that the project will cost about $10,000, some of 
which has already been donated in cash and in-kind services. The group is 
working with Chris and Jay Porter, owners of Johnnie’s Variety on Peck’s 
Road, who have agreed to provide access to their property for parking, 
Merriam said. 

Donations to assist the project are welcome, he said, and may be sent to 
the Pittsfield Minor League at P.O. Box 4, Pittsfield, MA 01202. “Highland 
Park project” should be written in the memo space of checks intended to 


benefit that work, he said. : 
Minor League baseball is played on a field smaller than those used for 


Little League; players are ages 5 through 12. 






























i a A. Brown / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Best friends since childhood, Jay Porter, left, and Mike Merriam are making plans to refurbish 
Highland Park in Pittsfield along with Porter’s brother, Chris. S = > / db UY 


Park board de 
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racies in his letter,” Michael P. 
Filpi, a former chairman of the 
Parks Commission, said in a tele- 
phone interview yesterday. “He 
States that $271,000 was spent for 
equipment. That figure is off by 
$90,000. In fact, $181,000 was 
spent on equipment by a previous 
commission and a City Council 
[that was in office. in 2000].” 

The letter states that the 
$271,000 figure includes $16,000 
for a fence, $525 for [a drying 
compound] $9,000 for mix and “a 
whopping $65,000 for a consult- 
ant.” 

Interviewed yesterday prior to 
the meeting, Garivaltis said he 
“kind of reeled off” the figures in 
his letter, but he stood -by his 
assertion that the hiring of a con- 
sultant was unnecessary. 

Filpi said the $16,000 for a fence 
and the funds for drying com- 
pound and the mix were spent on 
renovations of the third girls’ soft- 
ball field at the Doyle complex. 

“That was done without consult- 
ants and it was done in-house with 
Parks Department employees and 
a local business,” Filpi said. 

He also noted that 25 percent of 
the $327,000 cited by Garivaltis is 
earmarked for irrigation and 
drainage systems. 

Filpi, like other parks commis- 
sioners and James McGrath, the 

city’s director of community serv- 
ices, also insisted that funds for a 
consultant (Gale Associates of 
Weymouth) were well spent. 

“These projects were endorsed 
by the Parks Commission and I 
think that part of the reason was 
that these are the most heavily 
used fields in the city, and that 
there has been no significant capi- 
tal invested in these fields in many 
years,” said McGrath. “We saw an 
opportunity to do this and do it 
right. We needed to hire outside 
assistance to do it right. When you 
construct a roadway, you hire peo- 
ple who know how to construct 
roadways. We went through a pub- 
lic procurement process and got a 
high-quality design. I think the 


| Hillies 


fends use of Bossidy’s $1M gift to city 


Photo by Christina Krahforst 


Clapp Park is one of several parks in Pittsfield that are being improved Sue using money that was 


donated to the city in 2001 by Pittsfield native Lawrence A. Bossidy. =) 


end product will prove to be a 
long-lasting improvement to the 
city’s playing fields.” 

McGrath said “on the order of 
$450,000” remains of the Bossidy 
donation and that he and the com- 
mission “would welcome a discus- 
sion on how to best utilize the rest 
of that money.” 

Last night, the commission 
endorsed Garivaltis’ proposal to 
appoint an ad-hoc committee that 
would consult with representatives 
of neighborhoods that surround 
each of the city’s parks to deter- 
mine residents’ opinions concern- 
ing improvements to park facili- 
ties. 

Eugene Nadeau, the Parks 
Commission’s chairman, said in a 
telephone interview yesterday that 
he had initially opposed hiring a 
consultant, but “swung over to the 
side of saying that hiring a consult- 
ant would be money well spent.” 

“TY don’t fault Charlie’s letter, 
he’s entitled to his opinions, which 
he’s stated several times since he’s 
been on the board,” said: Nadeau. 
“My only wish is that he had taken 


me up on my offer to sit and go 
through the minutes of our meet- 
ings and other information about 
how we got to this point. It’s all a 
matter of public record. ... Do I 
wish the costs [of hiring the con- 
sultant] were lower? Definitely, 
but unfortunately they are not. ... 
Charlie has moved to fall back and 
recoup our losses and go back to 
zero. I don’t want another com- 
mission spending another year and 
a half and not do anything. ... As 
much as Charlie might criticize the 
use of a consultant, I think it was 
money well spent to bring our 
fields into the 21st century.” 

Parks Commission member 
Eleanor Persip noted yesterday 
that summer weather in Pittsfield 
can range between extremes of 
wet and dry, and that irrigation 
and drainage systems are sound 
long-term investments in playing 
fields. 

“[Garivaltis] says we should be 
using the money to hire people to 
take care of the fields we have 
already,” she said. “I don’t think 


J6 )O a 
[Bossidy] would really want that 
either. I think he’d rather see 
these fields upgraded.” 

At last night’s meeting, Parks 
Commission member John C. 
Marchesi, who worked for more 
than 40 years with the Department 
of Parks and Recreation, recalled 
summers when drought threat- 
ened the viability of playing fields. 

In the 1960s, said Marchesi, the 
department once had to borrow a 
tanker truck from the Fire 
Department to irrigate fields. 

In a telephone interview yester- 
day, Garivaltis said “certainly not” 
in reply to a question about 
whether he was relaying Bossidy’s , 
views about how the donation is 
being spent. 

Garivaltis and Bossidy were 
classmates at Pittsfield High 
School and at Colgate University, 

where they were roommates. 
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Park board 
defends use 
of Bossidy 
sift to city 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — A parks commissioner’s declaration 
that money from a $1 million donation.to improve playing 
fields in Pittsfield’s parks is being wasted has prompted 
sharp denials from other commission members. 

Indeed, all of Charles P. Garivaltis’ colleagues on the 
panel said yesterday that Gari- 
valtis’ assertions concerning 
the expenditure of funds from 
the donation given in 2000 by 
Pittsfield native Lawrence A. 
Bossidy are off base. 

In a letter published in The 
Eagle yesterday, Garivaltis 
contended that the installation 
of irrigation and drainage sys- 
tems for playing fields at Clapp 
and Kirvin parks and the Babe 
Ruth field at the Doyle com- 
plex on Benedict Road is 
unnecessary. Garivaltis noted 
that he cast the lone “no” vote 
when the commission voted to 
award a contract worth $327,000 for the work, which is cur- 
rently under way. 

“Drainage has not been a problem at these parks. Why 
install an expensive drainage system when a natural 
process of drainage is at work?” Garivaltis’ letter read in 
part. “Why install a sprinkler system when we have rain in, 
abundance?” 

In telephone interviews yesterday and during a regular 
meeting of the panel last night, other members of the Parks 
Commission expressed sharp disagreement with Garivaltis’ 
statements. : 

“Unfortunately, there were at least a half-dozen inaccu- 


PARK, continued on A5 


‘| think the end 
product will 
prove to be a 
long-lasting 
improvement 
to the city’s 
playing fields; 
McGrath said. 


By Tony Dobrowols 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


GREAT BARRINGTON — 


Tickets for the Pittsfield Hillies- 
Hartford Senators vintage base- 
ball game at Wahconah Park on 
Saturday, Sept. 4, officially went 
on sale last Friday, said Wahconah 
Park Inc. partner Donald B. 
“Chip” Elitzer on Monday. 

“(Monday was] the first day that 
everyone got their full allocation,” 
Elitzer said. 

Tickets are on sale at the Carr 
True Value Hardware stores in 
Great Barrington, Lee, North 
Adams and Pittsfield, Elitzer said. 
' They also can be purchased in 
Pittsfield at the Lantern Restaur- 
ant at 455 North St., Tim’s Sports 

_ Zone at 127 Wahconah St., Bobby 
Hudpucker’s at 1350 East St. and 
Teo’s Restaurant at 1410 East St. 

Tickets also are on sale in Lee at 
Lee Hardware at 69 Main St., in 
West Stockbridge at A.W. Baldwin 
on Depot Street, in Great 
Barrington at Kwik Print at 35 
Bridge Street, and in North 

_ Egremont at the Old Country 
Store. 

Ticket prices are the same as 

they were for the teams’ first 


Mayor: 2 


Hsiets on sale 


match fat Wahconah Park on July 3 
— $20 for box seats, $10 for the 
upper grandstand, $5 for bleacher 
seats and $3 for standing room. 

The Sept. 4 game is scheduled to 
begin at 2. The food court will 
open at noon, Elitzer said. In case 
of rain, the game will be played 
either Sept. 5 or Sept. 6. 

The first Hillies-Senators game 
was broadcast nationally on ESPN 
Classic, but this game will not be 
televised. 

The Senators won the July 3 
matchup 14-12, but the Hillies 
beat the Senators 9-5 in a rematch 
that was played in Hartford; Conn., 
on July 31. 

The Hillies and Senators repre- 
sent minor-league rivals who 
played in the old Eastern League 
in the early 20th century. 

“Vintage” baseball is played by: 
the rules that governed the sport 
at different periods in the 19th 
century, which in the Hillies’ and 
Senators’ case is 1886. 

Teams also wear replica uni- 
forms and use similar equipment 
to that used by their late 19th-cen- 
tury counterparts. 


Tony Dobrowolski can be reached 


at tdobrowolsla@t * 


leagues 


eyeing Wahconah 


By Tony Dobrowolski 

Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD —- Mayor James 
M. Ruberto said yesterday that 
both the Northeast League and 
the New England Collegiate 
Baseball League are interested in 
having teams play at Wahconah 

Park in the 2005 season. 
Although Wahconah Park Inc.’s 
decision to withdraw plans to ren- 
ovate Pittsficld’s historic ballpark 
last week seemed to doom the 
city’s chances of landing profes- 


sional baseball next year, Ruberto 
said yesterday that the Northeast 
League is still interested in placing 
a team in Pittsfield for 2005. : 
The mayor said Northeast 
League Commissioner Miles 
Wolff, who was interested in 
Wahconah Park Inc.’s proposal, 
has told city officials that a group 
interested in purchasing a team 
has expressed “significant inter- 
est” in moving the franchise to 
Pittsfield for the 2005 season. 


WAHCONAH, continued on AS 


Wahconah Park renovations OK’d 


By D.R. BahIman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — A special per- 
mit that will allow Wahconah Park 
Inc. to renovate and expand the 
historic park and a waiver from 
the city’s off-street parking re- 
quirements were granted yester- 
day by the Community Develop- 
ment Board. 

The board adopted a finding by 
the city’s Department of Com- 
munity Development that plans 
for the construction of new rest- 
rooms, dugouts and a food court 
— and an increase in seating ca- 
pacity at the park from 2,500 to 
4,000 — complies with city ordin- 
ances. There was no debate; May- 
or James M. Ruberto urged the 
board to grant the special permit 
and the waiver. 

“J can’t think of a group that has 
gone more out of their way to see 
that everything is done right,” the 
mayor said of Wahconah Park Inc., 
a partnership of three South 
County businessmen. 

Other conclusions adopted by 
the board were that the project 
will not detract from the character 
of its neighborhood and that it will 
not create undue traffic conges- 
tion or excess demand on city util- 
ities. 

Similar findings were made by 
the board concerning the waiver 
from off-street parking require- 
ments. 

Specifically, the principals of 
Wahconah Park Inc. seek to add 
2,000 seats to the facility and cre- 
ate an additional 275 parking 


spaces. Wahconah Park currently 
has 225 off-street parking spaces 
to serve the existing stadium, 
according to a memorandum sup- 
plied to the board by the De- 
partment of Community Develop- 
ment. 


More seats, parking 


“With the addition of 2,000 
more seats, an additional 500 
spectator parking spaces would be 
needed [under the ordinance], for 
a total requirement of 1,125 park- 
ing spaces, plus additional em- 
ployee parking, to bring the facili- 
ty into compliance with the ordi- 
nance,” the memo reads. “The 
proposal, therefore, has a deficit 
of 625 spectator parking spaces 
plus an uncalculated number of 
additional spaces for employees.” 

The memo notes that the board 
“may consider” special circum- 
stances when it decided whether 
to grant the waiver. 

The circumstances include the 
presence of six parking spaces for 
buses in addition to the 500 spaces 
for cars. 

“Assuming 45 passengers per 
bus, the six spaces could transport 
270 people to the ballpark, thus 
requiring 67 fewer parking 
spaces,” the memo reads. 

Estimates by a traffic consultant 
retained by Wahconah Park Inc. 
indicate that “12 percent of atten- 
dees (540 people) would walk or 
use mass transit” to reach the 
park. “This could reduce the park- 
ing requirement another 134 


spaces.” ys ) Pp) 


——— 


Accounting for the number of 
attendees arriving by bus, on foot 
or via mass transit, parking is 
needed for 3,690 attendees, ac- 
cording to the memo. 

“This would bring the total 
number of required parking 
spaces for spectators down to 922, 
leaving a deficit of 422 spaces,” the 
document reads. _~ 

It concludes that the deficit 
would be sufficiently offset by 
parking spaces available in lots 
owned by Berkshire Medical Cen- 
ter, with which Wahconah Park 
Inc. has a written agreement. 

The project’s proponents — for- 
mer New York Yankees pitcher 
Jim Bouton of Egremont, invest- 
ment banker Donald B. “Chip” 
Elitzer of Great Barrington and 
sports psychologist and profes- 
sional sports entrepreneur Eric 
Margenau, a part-time Stock- 
bridge resident — aim to complete 
the work in time for the 2005 base- 
ball season. : 

The partners’ plans have been 
reviewed and approved by the 
city’s Conservation Commission 
and Zoning Board of Appeals, 
which earlier this month granted 
special permits allowing construc- 
tion of néw seating and vending 
areas witfii{ the park’s required 
10-foot setbick. 


bb 


Mayor: Two leagues intereste 


WAHCONAH from AL 


“We still have’ a possibility of 
fielding a Northeast League 
team,” Ruberto said. 

The mayor said Wolff declined 
to identify the prospective owners 
for confidentiality reasons. Wolff 
could not be reached for comment 
yesterday. 

Ruberto and former Red Sox 
General Manager Dan Duquette 
both confirmed yesterday that 
they are interested in meeting to 
discuss having Duquette’s New 
England Collegiate Baseball 
League team, the Berkshire 
Dukes of Hinsdale, play some 
games at Wahconah’ Park next 
year. 

Last year, Ruberto turned down 
overtures from college league rep- 
resentatives in order to pursue a 
professional baseball franchise. 
Yesterday, Ruberto said he is still 
“a professional baseball guy” but 
was willing to pursue any options 
now that Wahconah Park Inc. has 


withdrawn its proposal. 

“Pm interested in talking with 
anyone who may have an interest 
in playing baseball at Wahconah 
Park,” Ruberto said. 

“We have to evaluate both 
opportunities and then make the 
decision,” he added. 

One of the Northeast League’s 
eight teams, previously based in 
Allentown, Pa., was taken over by 
the league when the previous own- 
ership group disbanded a month 
before the 2004 season. Known as 
the Aces, the team played all of its 
games on the road this year. 

The league has also expressed 
interest in placing a franchise in 
Utica, N.Y., in 2005. 

Ruberto said Wolff has not indi- 
cated when the Northeast League 
plans to make a decision on 
Pittsfield. 

“Miles Wolff has not given me 
any firm date,” the mayor said. 
“All he has offered to do is to con- 
tact me next week and provide me 
with an update.” 


Two weeks after the Northeast 
League’s Berkshire Black Bears 
left Pittsfield for New Haven, 
Conn., last November, Ruberto 
turned down the college league’s 
bid to have a team play at 


’ Wahconah Park. By the end of 


December, Duquette had pur- 


‘chased the NECBLs Willimantic, 


Conn., franchise and moved the 
team to his sports academy in 
Hinsdale. 

NECBL Commissioner Kevin 
Mclllvane said last week that the 
league would be interested in 
Pittsfield again, but only if the city 
could work out an arrangement 
with Duquette. Mclllvane said the 
league is committed to Duquette’s 
team, and that Pittsfield and 
Hinsdale are too close geographi- 
cally to consider placing another 
team in Pittsfield. The league also 
has a team in North Adams. 

“Tye contacted the mayor and 
I’m waiting for his response,” 
Duquette said yesterday. 

Duquette said that he would be 


d in Wahconah Park | 


interested in having the Dukes 
play games in Wahconah Park next 
year because “Pittsfield is the 
biggest city in the county and 
there’s no baseball there right 
now.” 

NECBL teams each play 21 
home games with the regular sea- 
son taking place in June and July. 
Duquette said he wasn’t sure how 
many games he would ask the city 
to allow the Dukes to play at 
Wahconah Park. 

“J don’t know. the answer to 
that, because I haven’t talked to 
the city,” Duquette said. 

Duquette said that asking the 
city to allow the Dukes to play 
some games in Pittsfield is not 
related to problems he has had 
with people who live near his 
sports academy who have 
expressed concerns over the team 
playing there. 


Cae ee 

Tony Dobrowolski.can be reached 
at tdobrowolski@berkshireeagle. - 
com. 
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General News 








Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Mayor James Ruberto, left, and former major leaguer Jim Bouton of Wahconah Park Inc. prepare for a press conference at City Hall yester- 
day to announce the discovery of a reference to baseball in a Pittsfield ordinance drafted in 1791. 


Historian unveils earliest written reference to game 


BASEBALL from Ai 


On April 23, Berkshire Athen- 
aeum librarian Ann Marie Miles 
found the bylaw in the library’s 
files. The document was sent to 
the Williamstown Art Conserva- 
tion Center, where its authenticity 
was established. 

The bylaw will be kept in a vault 
until city officiais determine where 
it should properly be displayed. 
Bouton said a copy of the docu- 
ment will also be on display at 
Wahconah Park, after the ball- 
park’s renovations are completed. 

“Pittsfield is baseball’s Garden 
of Eden,” Mayor James M. Ru- 
berto said yesterday. 

It was originally believed that 
former Civil War Gen. Abner 
Doubleday founded what was 
known as modern day baseball in 


1839 in Cooperstown, N.Y., where- 


the Hall of Fame was founded 100 
years later. 

But the authenticity of Double- 
day’s claim was always in question. 
On June 3, 1953, Congress offi- 
cially cited the research of New 


York City librarian Robert Hen- 
derson as proving that Alexander 
Cartwright founded the modern 
game of baseball in 1845 in 
Hoboken, N.J. 

Cartwright is credited with 
drafting what became the first 
codified baseball rules on Sept. 23, 
1845. 

“There’s no way of pinpointing 
where the game was first played,” 
Jeff Idelson, a spokesman for the 
Baseball Hall of Fame, told The 
Associated Press. “Baseball wasn’t 
really born anywhere.” 


‘Incredibly monumental’ 


Thorn said yesterday that evi- 
dence of bat and ball games in 
North America dates back to 
1621, the year after the Pilgrims 
arrived in Massachusetts. 

But Idelson told The Associated 
Press that if the Pittsfield docu- 
ment is authentic, it would be 
“incredibly monumental.” 

Thorn said he has worked with 
people at the Baseball Hall of 
Fame since the 1970s. 

“They know about this,” he said. 


.“T e-mail my pals there regularly.” 


Pittsfield’s previous footnote in 
baseball history occurred on July 
1, 1859, when Amherst College 
beat Williams College on a field 
off North Street in what is 
believed to be the first collegiate 
baseball game ever played. 

Thorn said he found a reference 
to the 1791 Pittsfield bylaw in 
April 2003 while doing research 
for a baseball book over the 
Internet. The reference was con- 
tained in a “History of Pittsfield” 
that had been published in 1869, 
Thorn said. 


Met Bouton 


After locating the reference, 
Thorn said, “I pretty much sat on 
it for a year,” before he met for- 
mer major league pitcher and 
author Jim Bouton of North 
Egremont, at the taping of a show 
on the New York Yankees that 
aired on ESPN in early April. 

Although he had never met 
Bouton before, Thorn said he had 
heard that the former Yankees 
pitcher and two partners were 


interested in renovating Wahco- 
nah Park. 

“I knew that he was involved 
with Pittsfield and Wahconah 
Park,” Thorn said. “I said you 
might want to know baseball was 
played in Pittsfield before any- 
where else. 

“Jim got quite excited, told the 
good people of Pittsfield, and | 
we've been doing a lot of scurrying 
around since then,” Thorn said. 

When asked why he waited so 
long to tell anyone about his his- 
toric find, Thorn said he believed 
it was better for him to reveal it in 
this manner. 

“It’s a much better story this 
way,” he said, “because it does 
some good. It’s a good find and it 
landed, happily, in a town that has 
had some hard luck.” 

Bouton said that after Thorn 
told him about the document at 
the taping of the ESPN show, “I 
couldn’t get home fast enough. I 
was trying to stay on the road.” 


Tony Dobrowolski can be reached 
at tdobrowolski@berkshireeagle.corr 
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Joy in Mudville! 





A Pittsfield bylaw of Sept. 5, 1791, at right, took precautions to protect 
the windows of the new meetinghouse on Park Square by banning the 
playing of various ballgames, including baseball, within 80 yards of the 

building. The year and the word ‘Base ball’ are outlined. Engraving ° 
above shows Park Square and its famous elm tree in the 1790s. 


Pittsfield scores a first: 1791 bylaw 
banned ‘baseball’ near meetinghouse 


Who founded 
baseball? 
Who knows? 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — Who really 
invented baseball? 

Although there have been men- 
tions of bat and ball games played 
since before the birth of Christ, it 
was widely believed that Abner 
Doubleday “invented” baseball in 
1839, before that myth was aban- 
doned in favor of a story involving 
Alexander Cartwright in 1845. 

Noted baseball historian John 
Thorn of Kingston, N.Y., recently 
discovered a document in the 
Berkshire Athenaeum dating from 
1791 that he said contains the first 
written reference to baseball in 
North America. 

Thorn was asked yesterday whe- 
ther the existence of the 1791 doc- 
ument means Pittsfield was the 
first place where baseball was 
mentioned in North America, or if 
it establishes the city as the birth- 
place of the game. 


‘Until further notice’ 


“It’s the birthplace until further 
notice, let’s put it that way,” Thorn 
said. “Do we believe that baseball 
was really played here [first]? No. 

“The way I like to put it is, base- 
ball is like a field of dandelions. It 
was growing up everywhere in the 
late 18th century anyway. Looking 
back from the vantage point of 200 
years, it’s important to identify the 
first dandelion.” 

The official “founder” of the 
modern game of baseball has been 
shrouded in mystery since the 
beginning of the 20th century 
when a commission of former players 
and baseball executives deter- 
mined that Doubleday had found- 
ed the game in Cooperstown, 
N.Y., in 1839. 

According to several: baseball 
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Who founded baseball? 


HISTORY from A1 


historical sites on the Internet, 
Albert G. Spalding, a former pro- 
fessional player who later founded 
the Spalding Sporting Goods Co., 
proposed in 1905 that a commis- 
sion should be formed to investi- 
gate the origins of baseball after 
sportswriter Harry Chadwick, a 
native of Great Britain, suggested 
the game had originated from an 
English game known as rounders. 

The members of the commis- 
sion,.whom Spalding picked him- 
self, determined in 1907 that 


‘Concerts proposed fo 


Aconcert promoter wants permis- 
sion to stage up to five events next 
summer at Wahconah Park. 

Glen Fein has requested authori- 
zation to present concerts under the M 
“Berkshire Musig Glen” banner. 

Fein and his wife, Lissa Willey 
Fein, this year staged three concerts 
at Bousquet ski area and one event at 


Doubleday founded baseball in 


- 1839 based on a letter written by 


an 80-year-old Denver miner 
named Albert Graves, who had 
lived in Cooperstown as a young 
man. The commission later claimed 
Graves’ story was “verified” when 
an old rotting baseball was discov- 
ered in Doubleday’s artifacts. 
However, as one baseball histo- 


ty Web site puts it, “there were a 
lot of problems with the story.” — 
First, there is no evidence that 
Doubleday, a Civil War general, 
ever visited Cooperstown, accord- 
ing to a baseball history Web site. 
Second, Doubleday left extensive 
writings and diaries that never 
mention baseball, a fact that even 
the Baseball Hall of Fame’s Web 
site calls surprising. Doubleday 
also died in 1893, 14 years before 
Spalding’s commission deter- 








‘It’s clear that not only was baseball played here 
in 1791, but it was rampant. It was sufficiently 
rampant to warrant an ordinance against it: 





5 Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Historian John Thorn describes the importance of the discovery of a reference 
to baseball in a 1791 Pittsfield town ordinance at a City Hall press conference. 





Historian unveils 
earliest written 
reference to game 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — Is Pittsfield the first 
place where baseball was played in North 
America? A noted baseball historian said 
yesterday that it very well could be. 

John Thorn of Kingston, N.Y., who has 
written and researched several baseball 
books, has discovered a document in the 
Berkshire Athenaeum that he said is the 


| earliest known written reference to baseball 


being played in North America. 

During a packed news conference at City 
Hall yesterday, Thorn said the document, a 
Pittsfield bylaw issued on Sept. 5, 1791, pre- 
dates the previous oldest mention of base- 
ball in North America by 32 years. (In 2001, 
a librarian at New York University discov- 
ered two newspaper articles published on 
April 25, 1823, that note that an organized 
game known as “base ball” was played in 
Manhattan, according to The Associated 
Press.) 

The Pittsfield bylaw states, “... for the 
Preservation of the Windows in the New 
Meeting House ... no Person or Inhabitant 
of said Town, shall be permitted to play at 
any game Called Wicket, Cricket, Base ball, 
Bat ball, Foot ball, Cat, Fives or any other 
Game or Games with Balls, within the 
Distance of Eighty Yards from said Meeting 
House.” 


To protect windows 


According to information supplied by the 
Berkshire Athenaeum, the bylaw was writ- 
ten by Woodbridge Little, the first lawyer in 
Pittsfield and a longtime selectman. The 
document was presented for vote on Sept. 5, 
1791, for the purpose of creating a bylaw 
that would ensure the protection of the win- 
dows of the new meetinghouse. The build- 
ing referred to is the Congregational 
Church on Park Square — a wooden struc- 
ture, not the present gray stone church. 

“It’s clear that not only was baseball 
played here in 1791, but it was rampant,” 
Thorn said. “It was sufficiently rampant to 
warrant an ordinance against it.” 


BASEBALL, continued on A4 








mined that he invented the game. 
The Hall of Fame’s Web site sug- 
gests there may have been two 
Abner Doubledays. 

In 1937, as organized baseball 
began making plans to celebrate 
baseball’s supposed centennial by 
establishing the Hall of Fame in 
Cooperstown, Cartwright’s grand- 
son, Bruce Cartwright, wrote a let- 
ter to baseball officials claiming 
that his grandfather had invented 
baseball in 1845 in Hoboken, N.J., 
and offered his diaries as proof. 


On June 3, 1953, Congress cited 
research done by New York City 
librarian Robert Henderson prov- 
ing that Cartwright, not Double- 
day, founded baseball. Ironically, 
Cartwright was inducted into the 
Hall of Fame, while Doubleday 
was not. 

When asked if the existence of 
the Pittsfield document challenges 
the assertion that Cartwright is the 
founder of baseball, Thorn said: 

“It’s a challenge to anyone who 
is foolish enough to assert that he 


has found the first. : 

“I’m not interested in challeng- 
ing Cooperstown, Hoboka, pro- 
voking legislation or municipal 
fights,” Thorn added. “The history 
is the history. 

“And I present this with all mod- 
esty,” he said. “There are other 
people who are working ott there 
diligently. There will bé other 
great finds. I know there will.” 


Tony Dobrowolski can be yeached 
at tdobrowolski@berkshireeage.com. 
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to be addressed such as a rental fee 
and the hiring of maintenance staff 
and off-duty police officers. 

Community services director Jim 
cGrath said any requests would 
have to work around other park 


users, including possible collegiate 
baseball. 


J 
{ 


“That came up last year when 
we were talking about the Colonial 
Theatre bringing in Willie Nelson,” 
he said. 

Commission member Charles 
Garivaltis said his first priority is 
to ensure that baseball leagues have 
access to Wahconah Park, since many 


cer 


Woman stabs man near 


police, the woman allegedly left 


PITTSFIELD — Police last 
night were searching for a woman 
after she allegedly stabbed her 
boyfriend following an argument 
that began in their car and spilled 
into the street near a park where 
children were playing basketball. 

Police would offer no details of 
the incident last night, but witness- 
es at the scene said the man, 
whose name was not released, got 
out of the car while the two were 


arguing near Tucker Park at the 
intersection of Linden Street and 
Robbins Avenue. : 

They said the woman then tried 
to run him over. When she missed 
him, she got out of the car and be- 
gan hitting him and then stabbed 
him. 

Some witnesses said that she 
stabbed him with a knife, others 
that she stabbed him with a key. 

When the man yelled for the 


city park> 


the scene on foot, taking her child 
with her. 

The victim suffered no visible 
major injuries but was taken to 
Berkshire Medical Center for 
treatment. \ 

Police would not name the wo- 
man they were seeking, though the 


witnesses said she is a person with 
whom they areffamiliar. 
5 3 B Y- Jack Dew 


J7. 


Commission chairman Gene 
adeau said that he will need to see 


etailed plans about how the park 


games will be displaced due to reno- 
vation work at other fields. 


“Especially if Clapp Park has been 


the First United Methodist Church. N 
: According to a written request d 
filed with the parks commission, 


the couple envisions between one and 


five events on unspecified weekend 
days next July and August. 

The parks commission took no 
action on the request this week be- 
cause the couple could notattendthe 1! 


board’s Monday meeting. b 


Commission member John Mar- it. 


chesi said many issues would need A 


would be configured and where any 
stage would be placed. 


taken out of the loop, Wahconah will 
be needed,” he said. 





Bouton, 
Elitzer: i: 
Strike out 
with panel - 


By D.R. Bahlman 
"Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — The Parks Commi- . 
ssion last night declined to endorse a pro- 
posed agreement between the city and 
Wahconah Park Inc., the South County 
partnership that plans to renovate the his- 
toric ballpark. 

The panel’s decision to refer the docu- 
ment to Mayor James M. Ruberto for re- 
view was met with angry grumbling from 
members of the audience, which included 
investors in the private partnership. 

“Cowards,” said one man as he left the 
commission’s meeting room at Springside 
House. 

“Well, this is the end,” said another. 

During an occasionally contentious 
meeting, Wahconah Park Inc. partners Jim 
Bouton of North Egremont and Donald B. 
“Chip” Elitzer of Great Barrington urged 
the commission to send a message to Ru- 
berto: It supports the partnership’s efforts 
to transform Wahconah Park into a major 
tourist attraction. 


Muster public opinion 


“We’re not asking for your approval — 
not. asking you to sign it,” said Elitzer. 
“We’re asking that you recommend or en: 
dorse the agreement to the mayor for his 
signature.” 

Elitzer declared last night that an im- 
passe exists between the partnership and 
city officials over the terms of a revised 
agreement, and that the only hope of 
breaking it lies in mustering public opinion 
in favor of a pact that Elitzer said will ex- 
empt the project from public bidding laws. 

“Should Wahconah Park Inc. be subject 
to public bidding law?” he said. “We ... 
push that question into the hands of the 
Parks Commission and the City Council 
because the mayor has said there is no 
way, no how” he will sign an agreement 
that does not bring the project under the 
public bidding law. 

The renovation has stalled because 
Wahconah Park Inc. and city officials dif- 
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By Tony Dobrowolski 
and D.R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — Following a week of controversy over 
whether the project should be subject to the: st 
bidding laws, th i 


Former Yankees’ pitcher Jim Bouton of North Egremont, 
president of Wahconah 


are no longer backing it. 
“It is clear that we no 
longer have the Support of 
the city officials who on J an, 
13, 2004, invited us to return 
with a proposal we had orig- 
inally made in 2001, a pro- 
posal that was substantially 
improved by our Original 
plan,” Bouton stated. 
“We just realized that it’s 
enough of a risk to try and 
make money with a minor 
league baseball team and 
then realize that we don’t 
have the city government : Ben Garver 
paving the way for ‘us to Jim Bouton 
implement our plan,” Bouton said yesterday. 
“We felt that we had to face the fact that we were invited 
to a party where we were not wanted,” he added. 
public support for the project, Bouton said, 
y, the people of Pittsfield aren’t the ones who 
make the decisions,” 
Mayor James M. Ruberto said yesterday that he was 
“very, very disappointed” that Wahconah Park Inc. had 
i i the project. He said the South 
also includes investment banker 


“ 


oth The Eagle and t mayor's office early yesterday after- 
noon. “The city has always dealt with Wahconah Park Inc. in 
good faith.” 

The renovation project had recently stalled after 
Wahconah Park Inc. and city officials differed over conclu- 
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PARKS from Ai 


fer over conclusions reached in 
a 15-page summary that the state 
attorney general’s office released 
last month. It suggests that 
Wahconah Park Inc. must follow 
State public bidding laws in any 
construction projects associated 
with its plans to renovate the ball- 
park. 


Time running short: 


Last night, the partners cast the 
disagreement in stark terms, con- 
tending that investors will be 
scared away from 4 venture whose 
flexibility and cash flow are imped- 
ed by the requirements of the law. 

In addition, said Bouton, offi- 
cials of the Northeast League have 


Bouton, Elitzer strike out with 


Panel 


indicated that the partners have Wahconah Park Inc. partners Jim Bouton of North Egremont, left, 


only a few weeks at the most to and Donald B. 


‘Chip’ Elitzer of Great Barrington confer during last 


register a team for an open fran- night’s meeting of the Pittsfield Parks Commission. 


chise slot. 

Any delay could open the door 
for another team owner to suc- 
cessfully bid for the slot. The proposed agreement, which 

The partners announced last Elitzer said was “co-authored” by 

y will form a team to h ; her 
-be called the Pittsfield Owls; they g 
distributed graphic representa- torney general’s concerns and ex- 
tions of the logo of the team, empt the project from public bid- 
which Bouton said is named for ding because it would increase the 
the replicas of owls that hang in original length of the pact from 18 
the grandstand in Wahconah Park months to 15 years, a change that 
to scare pigeons away. also converts the agreement from 

“Time is of the essence,” said a license to a lease. 

Bouton, who became visibly angry The revised document also 
at One point when it appeared that changes the initial amount of in- 
the commission did not. plan to vestment Wahconah Park Inc. 
allow members of the audience to planned to put into park renova- 
make comments. : tions from $1.5 million to “any 
“You will listen to us for one amount” allowed under the case 
more hour,” he said. law referred to in the attorney gen- 
eral’s summary, Elitzer has said. 

Last night;~Elitzer repeated his 
contention that.although the pro- 
posed document has been’ dis- 
cussed — and essentially agreed 
upon — in Ruberto’s presence, the 
mayor will not endorse it publicly 
because he is trying to “curry 
favor” with municipal unions, 
more than a dozen of which are, or 
soon will be, in negotiations with 
the city. d 

“There is no collective bargain- 
ing unit that has contacted my 
office and linked successful nego- 
tiations to my position on the pub- 
lic bidding laws,” Ruberto has 
said. “I want every collective bar- 
gaining unit to hear that I am 
going to respect the attorney gen- 
eral’s position because I respect 
the right to organize.” 


Hillies and the Hartford Senators 
last summer. 


* 


Time invested 


The partners’ friends and fami- 
lies have invested countless hours 
in the Wahconah Park project, said 
Bouton, who recalled seeing “Chip 
Elitzer on his hands and knees 
vacuuming a room in Wahconah 
Park that hadn’t been cleaned in 
30 years.” : 

“We've pledged our time, our 
paychecks, our careers,” he said. 

One investor in Wahconah Park 
Inc., Howard Kronson, traveled 
from Boston to address the com- 
mission, said Bouton. 

The former New York Yankees 
pitcher urged the commission not 
to “table” the proposed document. 
‘Rather, he said, the panel should 
take a stand. : 

“Everyone is willing to pass it on 
to someone else,” he said. “... Let Request from Ruberto 
them know how you feel. ... We ise 
didn’t table the Hillies, we didn’t _ The attorney general’s Investiga- 
table ESPN.” tion followed a protest filed in 

June by the New England Council 
15-year lease 


of Carpenters, Local 108, over the 
Bouton referred to a four-hour 


bidding process for construction at 
national telecast of a vintage base- Wahconah Park. The timing of a 
ball game between the Pittsfield protest has delayed the start 0 


— 


/ 


oO ® 
park rénovations until after the 
first of the year. 

Early in the meeting, Speranzo 
addressed the commission and 
passed along a request from Ru- 
berto that the proposed agree- Fi 
ment be tabled or referred back to 
the mayor. 

“This is not the proper forum to 
negotiate a license agreement,” 
Speranzo said. “Negotiating con- 
tracts is a purview of the mayor. ... 
He asks that you respect the pro- 
cess.” 

Speranzo also said that news 
reports have .exaggerated the 
width of the gap between the posi- 
tions of the parties. 

“This is not over,” he said. “This 
is something that should be occur- 
ring in another venue.” i 

Four of the five park commis- 
sioners, Eugene Nadeau, the panel’s 
chairman; Michael Filpi, John 
Marchesi and Eleanor Persip said 
they would go along with Sper- 
anzo’s request, although Persip 
characterized the situation as 
“unfortunate.” 

“Someone has made a great 
effort to try to make Wahconah 
Park Inc. fail,” she said. 

Parks Commission member 
Charles P. Garivaltis, who cast the 
lone vote against referring the 
contract back to the mayor, said 
that his vote was “for what I hope 
will be baseball in Pittsfield.” 


A4 — The Berkshire Eagle, Thursday, October 7, 2004 General 
Bouton, partners to give up ballpark 
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sions reached in a 15-page summa- 
ty the state attorney general’s 
office released in August that sug- 
gests that Wahconah Park Inc. 
must follow state public bidding week after Wahconah 
laws in any construction Projects said the plans would n 
associated with the ballpark. ward if the partnership 

The summary does not specify jected to the 
What action city officials must 
take. The document declares only 
that “we remand the matter back 
to the city for action consistent 
With this opinion.” 


“It’s about the 
what it’s about,” 
not personal,” 


the group feared its 


Carpenters’ protest 


The attorney general’s investiga- 
tion followed a4 protest filed in ments were not follow 
June by the New England Council The final blow 
of Carpenters, Local 108, over the 
bidding process for construction at 

conah Park. The timing of the 
protest delayed the Start of the 
Proposed renovations until after 
the first of the year. 

Ruberto said the city did not 
€xpect the carpenters’ union to file pe] 
4 protest and backed Wahconah 
Park Ine, during a hearing at the 
attorney seneral’s office this sum- 
mer. 


the entire project if 
ed 


for review, 


jected to the 
long as the original 


Tepresented Local 108 at the hear- 
ing. “Still, ] don’t know what 
investor would Want to invest if 
there was even the slightest doubt 
that they were following the [pub- 
lic bidding] law, Why wouldn’t 
they run away from it then?” 

Craw denied that personal ani- 
mosity on the part of former city 
officials toward the 
Wahconah Park Inc. 
in the filing or 
protest. 

Bouton is the author of “Foy] 
Ball,” a book in which he contend- 
ed that the partners’ initial pro-: 
posal for Wahconah Park in 
was derailed by political ma 
vering on the part of officials 
including former Mayor Gerald S. 
Doyle Jr. 

Elitzer, Craw Said, once “gc. 
cused me of being in bed with 
these guys.” He denied the accusa- 
tion and observed that the union 
would have nothing to gain by 
allowing the “Diggest reform in 
construction bidding in Massachu- 
Setts in 28 years” to be under- 


ey 


Ovations into Wahconah 


case la 
s summary 


Principals of Park 
played a role woul 
Prosecution of the minimum of $75,000 


Inc. a revised 


Bears’ owner Jonath 


the ballpark 

ance was contingent on 
being subjected to the 
ding laws. 


se 
the 


15-year lease opposed 


he believed 


mined by failure to see 
enforced across the board. 
law, that’s really 
said Craw. “It’s 


Things reached an impasse last 


public bidding laws 
because the Process would be too 
expensive and inflexible, and that 
group of 84 
investors would withdraw the $1.2 
million that had been committed 
to the project. Ruberto said the 
city was willing to walk away from 
those require- 


Elitzer said last week that he 
ieved the attorney general’s 
Summary suggested that Wahco- 
nah Park Inc. would not be sub- 
Public bidding laws as 

licensing ‘Gave 110 percent’ 


f00 bad | greement was revised. Instead of 
said Timothy Craw, who agreeing to put $1.5 million in ren- 


October 2005 as was stipulated in cent.” 
the original agreement, 
Suggested the license be converted 
to a 15-year lease that would allow 


public bid- 


Ruberto said he Was opposed to 
Wahconah Park Inc.’s_ revision of 
the licensing agreement because 
that a 15-year lease, 


the law which listed no investment expec- 
tations, was inappropriate, 

“This administration has done 
everything it Possibly can short of 
circumventing the public bidding 
laws and agreeing to a 15-year 
lease without a required invest- 
ment,” Ruberto said. 

After failing to obtain a licens- 
ing agreement with the city to ren- 
ovate Wahconah Park in October 
2001, Wahconah Park Inc. suc- 
ceeded the second time around, 
signing a license with the city to 
restore Pittsfield’s historic ball- 
Park in March after accepting an 
invitation that city officials offered 
to the group in January. That invi- 


Park Inc. 
ot go for- 
were sub- 


, tation came two months after the 


League’s Berkshire 


Referring to the controversy 
that its initial Proposal generated, 
Bouton said yesterday that the 
8toup hoped that city officials 
would be able to help them sur- 
mount any “political obstacles” 
that cropped up the second time 
around, 


“The first political obstacle and 
they’re stymied,” Bouton Said, 
Park by “What can I say? We gave 110 per- 


Elitzer “I don’t think 


the city was 
stymied,” Ruberto 


said. “I don’t 


to govern the 
amounts spent on renovations, 

he mayor offered Wahconah 
agreement that 
group toinvesta million in private funding “cir- 
annually in cled” toward 
park improvements, a deal similar . ect from 84 ‘investors, Both Bou- 
to what the city gave former Black 


ing that we needed to respond to, 
.. We didn’t expect the findings.” 
Wahconah Park Inc. had $1.2 


the renovation proj- 


ton and Elitzer said yesterday that 
Wahconah Park Inc. had not 
received any of the cash that in- 
vestors had committed to the proj- 
ect. They said the group would 

ave obtained the money from its 
investors only if the entire project 
had gone forward, “if all the pieces 
were in place,” Bouton said. 

Bouton and Elitzer each con- 
tributed $125,000 toward the proj- 
ect, money that both men said has 
already been spent. 

“The lion’s share went to archi- 
tectural, engineering and permit- 
ting,” Elitzer said. 


a 


accept- 
project 
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Skating — 
rescued | 
by bank 
donation 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff — 

PITTSFIELD — There will be skating on the 
Pittsfield Common again this winter, thanks to a last- 
minute donation by Berkshire Bank’s charitable arm. 

The Berkshire Bank Foundation made a $5,000 
donation Monday to help pay for laying down and 
maintaining a skatjpg rink on the common, reviving a 
city tradition that*had melted away due to budget 
problems. ; 

James McGrath, who oversees the city’s parks as 


director of community services, had been working 
with the Parks Com- 
mission to return skat- 


ing on the common ‘We hated to see 
this winter. Those ef- : 
forts were foiled by a the rink not get 

lack of funding as the ysed this year as 


Parks Department has , 

already used up its it was for so 
overtime allotment for i 

the entire fiscal year, many veal ID 
which began on July 1, the past, so we 
and Mayor James M. . Fi 
Ruberto said there was will make this : 
nothing left in the contribution and, 


budget for the rink. 
Enter the Berkshire Nopefully, the 
Foundation. weather will 





Bank 
which this year will 

give about $1.5 million Cooperate. 

to area charities and - PEAS ee eS 
civic organizations. 

“Most of us here grew up in the city,” said Michael 
P. Daly, the president and CEO of Berkshire Bank, 
“and we think that it is a part of the city’s history. We 
hated to see the rink not get used this year as it was 
for so many years in the past, so we will make this con- 
tribution and, hopefully, the weather will cooperate.” 

Ruberto welcomed the gift and said it demonstrat-” 
ed Berkshire Bank’s “incredible generosity” to the 
city and its commitment “to make Pittsfield a better 
community.” 

He said he will ask the City Council to accept the 
donation when it meets next, on Jan. 11, and has 
already instructed McGrath to begin the process.of | 
creating the rink. 

McGrath said he hopes to lay the ice shortly after 
Jan. 1 and open the rink by Jan. 10. He said the 
department will likely hire temporary labor to do the 
work, a cheaper alternative than paying overtime to 
city workers. oes 

The Fire Department has agreed to help maintain 
the ice once it is down, McGrath said, as have several 
volunteers. : 
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Skating rink saved by bank 
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Parks Commissioner Michael 
Filpi had been working last week 
to mount a volunteer effort to 
bring skating back, and said the 
response has been so strong that 
he believes the commission will 
raise enough money to ensure 
skating next year and beyond. 

“Next year, it won’t be a financ- 
ing issue. It will just be weather- 
related,” Filpi said. 


we need to go forward.” 


berto over funding. 


Forecasts uncooperative 


’ Of course, Mother Nature still 
needs to cooperate this year, and 
there is rain and warm weather in 
the forecast for the coming week- 
end. Filpi said he expects it will 
take three straight days of the 


is $432,000 this fiscal year, 


freezing to get the ice down prop- (413) 496-6241. a: 


Celebrating Pittsfield’s baseball tradition 


The Old Game 





erly. “It’s all predicated on the 
weather. We have everything else 


The skating rink has become a 
focus in a running debate between 
the Parks Commission and Ru- 


The mayor has proposed selling 
timber from Burbank Park to 
bring money to the city. The com- 
missioners have refused to go 
along with that proposal unless 
some of the money is returned to 
its budget, which they say is inade- 
quate to cope with the needs of 
the more than 30 Pittsfield parks. 
The combined recreation and 
maintenance budgets for the parks 


Jack Dew can be reached at 


thermometer never rising above jdew@berkshireeagle.coj: or at 
J3.4)oy 






RICHARD C. HENNEBERRY 
Board drops ball with 
games, Bossidy bucks 


Pittsfield’s uncanny ability to shoot itself in the foot surfaced again at 
a recent meeting of the Park Commission. : 

The vintage baseball game between the reinvented Pittsfield Hillies 
and the old-time Hartford Senators at Wahconah Park on July 3 was 
arguably the best thing to happen around here in recent memory. 

Not only were the 5,000 folks in attendance treated to an evening of 
great entertainment, but the nation’s sports fans were able to share in the | 
‘fun by tuning in to ESPN's live, four-hour coverage of the event. 

Pittsfield was already basking in national attention by the revelation 
that the City can lay claim to being the site of the first recorded mention 
of “Base Ball”; apparently, the game was played here many years before 
it was “invented” elsewhere. The favorable publicity generated by the 
ballgame, with Wahconah Park resplendent under the lights and packed 
to the rafters with people enjoying themselves, could not have been 
bought at any price. 

For baseball “cranks” everywhere it was a step back into the past. If 
there had been cornstalks in the outfield, Shoeless Joe himself would 
have stepped out onto Pittsfield’s own Field of Dreams. : 

Buoyed by the joy and enthusiasm generated by the July 3 game, its 
inventors and sponsors Jim Bouton and Chip Elitzer proposed a repeat 
performance on Labor Day weekend. On Monday, July 19, they ap- 
peared before the Park Commission seeking authorization for the Sep- 
tember game. The eminent commissioners, led by Mike Filpi, John 
Marchesi, and Gene Nadeau, lay in ambush with a demand which is 
outstanding - even among Pittsfield park commissioners’ ideas - for its 
stupidity. 

As reported in the July 22 issue of The Pittsfield Gazette, the commis- 
sioners demanded that Bouton and Elitzer bribe the City by committing 
a portion of the revenue from the Labor Day game to benefit the 
catastrophic medical costs ofalongtime city employee. Donot misunder- 
stand me: this is certainly a noble cause worthy of the support of us all. 
In fact, a benefit is already scheduled at Burbank Park on September 11 
for this purpose. The Park Commission wisely waived the rental fees for 
that event. But the nature of the cause is not the issue - the fact that the 
demand is totally inappropriate and an abuse of the commissioners’ 
power is the issue. Moreover, it has seriously damaged the premising 
relationship between the City and Wahconah Park, Inc. 

Bouton and Elitzer initially refused the demand, citing the unreason- 
able financial burden it would create. They said they had already 
invested $160,000 of their own money in starting up the new version of 
the Hillies, they are obligated to spend a total of $1.5 million on renova- 
tions to Wahconah Park by next spring, and they had not made a profit 
on the July 3 game. : 

Bouton and Elitzer found themselves defending their position far into 
the meeting as the commissioners went to new extremes in their illogical 
attacks. One of the commissioners showed both his temper and his lack 
of understanding of the situation with his statement that Wahconah 
Park, Inc. was thinking only about the money. The news flash for him 

ould be that businesses don’t last long when every venture shows a 
3s. And if he believes Bouton and Elitzer are in this just for the money, 
hasn’t been paying attention for the last three years. 
ine same commissioner indulged himself in the traditional Pittsfield 
mbit of changing the rules after the game has started by saying he may 
gest detailed financial reports from the July 3 game. 
After being subjected to dragged-out badgering for 90 minutes, Bou- 
and Elitzer “volunteered” to donate one dollar from the sale of each 
et to the charitable cause while stressing that it would frustrate their 
srts if such donations were expected for all future events. 
’nce again, the sole voice of reason among the commissioners was that 
nuck Garivaltis. He objected to the lack of fairness and respect in the 
<y Bouton and Elitzer were treated. Garivaltis expressed his dismay 
"y the manner in which the evening's business had been conducted. 
ost cities would be eager to roll out the red carpet for people like 
atonand Elitzer, whose plans to resurrect professional baseball locally 
ad to restore Wahconah Park to its position of national baseball land- 
iark promise to be a major positive force as Pittsfield attempts to 
reinvent itself. 
















City and Wahconah Park, Inc. This is the same Park Commission that has 
been unable to develop a reasonable plan to spend a million dollar 
windfall, has wasted a substantial portion of that money on an outside 
consultant, and has recently proposed blowing most of the remaining 
funds on drainage systems for fields that are never flooded and irrigation 
systems for grass that is never parched. Garivaltis was the sole, enlight- 
ened voice on that issue too. 

As a taxpayer and concerned citizen I am dismayed by the Park 
Commission’s arrogance and ineptitude. I call upon the current commis- 
sioners - with the exception of Chuck Garivaltis - to resign their seats. Let 
the Mayor, who must be credited with bringing Bouton and Elitzer back 
onto the baseball scene in Pittsfield, nominate a new cast of characters. 
Perhaps then the Park Commission can begin to repair the strained 
relationship with Wahconah Park, Inc; perhaps the Commission could 
even begin to exercise the oversight of our priceless parks with wisdom 
and propriety. 
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Now, the Park Commission has soured the relationship between the } 


On Wednesday, the zoning board states that “the proposed bleacher 
of appeals will formally consider an areas and vending areas will be no 
application for a special permit for more detrimental to the existing 
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| MORRIS BENNETT 
Don’t link ballpark a 


In the report of a recent meeting 
between the Parks Commission and 
Wahconah Park, Inc., the editorial 
page characterized some members 
of the commission as ‘Extortionists’ 
(The Pittsfield Gazette July 22, 2004). 
According to the printed material in 
the paper, this label is completely 
warranted. 

Theidea of offering financial assis- 
tance to a former parts department 
employee who is suffering from a 
terrible medical condition and is fac- 
ing mounting treatment costs is be- 
yond reproach; however, blindsiding 
“Chip” Elitzer and Jim Bouton with 
the condition they ‘donate’ a per- 
centage of the proceeds from the next 








ball game or else, was totally ‘off 
base.’ This catastrophic medical situ- 


-ation says volumes about our de- 


plorable health care system but it is 
not the responsibility of Wahconah 


It is right intentioned, but a wrong- 


headed approach. 


“OPINIONS — 


THE Goop NEWS 15+ 
6 Ovi 


nd health costs 


haps it mightbe helpful forthe Mayor 
to issue a disclaimer with the assur- 
ance that.this kind of petty. power 
politics won't happen again. 

And good for Commissioner 





Park, Inc. to alleviate it. It is right 
intentioned, but a wrong-headed 
approach: 

Bouton and Elitzer were asked by 
Mayor-Ruberto to reconsider their 
plan for Wahconah Parkand, in spite 
of the unpleasantness surrounding 
their past effort, they accepted. Per- 


15: 
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Wahconah group seeks variances 


The final variance wouldinvolvea 
waiver of requirements for screen- 
ing of parking spaces. This variance 


Charles Garivaltis for pointing out 
the unfairness of the situation and 
also for Eleanor Pérsip, who stayed - 
above the fray. : 

If Jim Bouton feels that once again 
maybe he should start taking notes, 
as he did for “Foul Ball,” who could 
blame him: 





the expansion of Wahconah Park. 
The board willalso be asked to award 
variances for four sections of city 
code related to setbacks, floodplains 
and screening of parking spaces. 

Wahconah Park, Inc., plans toreno- 
vate the historic structure, which is 
owned by the city. The nascent firm 
expects to field an independent mi- 
nor league baseball team and a vin- 
tage baseball team at the facility be- 
ginning in 2005. 

The renovation planincreases seat- 
ing capacity from 2,500 to 4,500; adds 
restrooms and concession space; an¢ 
creates a new “walk of fame” and 
food court area. : 


beneath the grandstand would be 
demolished. Before constructing new 
spaces, the steel understructure of 
the stands would be upgraded. 

The existing gravel parking area 
would be expanded from approxi- 
mately 225 spaces to 500 spaces. 

_ The entire 111 acre property is lo- 
cated within the 100-year floodplain, 
the property is bordered to the north 
and west by the west branch of the 
Housatonic River. — 

The mainspecial permitis required 
because the stadium is a non-con- 
forming use in a mixed residential 
zone. Wahconah Park, Inc. argues 
that the non-conforming use has oc- 


Existing clubhouses and spaces » 


neighborhood.” 

The application also notes “sub- 
stantial hardship” due to the shape 
ofthe property and existing layout of 
the park. 

Another variance is sought from 
floodplain regulations, arguing that 
new structures will be “wet flood- 
proofed,” a design which allows 
flooding without damage. The ap- 
plication notes that the use of the 
facility is seasonal and has been en- 
dorsed by the conservation commis- 
sion. . 


—_— sa 


would allow more than 200 spaces to 
be added in the existing field at the 
west portion of the park. The appli- 
cation states that “the field is pres- 
ently screened from the existing 
neighborhood as trees surround the 
parcel with the exception of a small 
area adjacent to the basketball court 
along Park Street.” 

Wahconah Park Inc. also has reno- 
vation-related applications before the 
community development board, 
which is scheduled to meet on Au- 
gust 17. : 





curred for more than five decades. 
The application also states that “this 
proposed addition willnotcreateany 
nonconformity issues as relates to 
open space or height requirements.” 

The request for 4 variance from 
minimum yard setbackrequirements 


This photo by Howard S. Babbitt shows the Pittsfield Electrics baseball team playing at 
Wahconah Park in the 1940s. Note the size of.the crowd that came to support the local team 


in the Canadian-American League. g Hirg. Vb ; De0 
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Members of the Pittsfield Fire Fighters Association staffed a grill atop the hill at Osceola Park during 
Sunday's toboggan races sponsored by the Sy Winter Carnival. They warmed up participants with 
complimentary hot dogs. tL y) 
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Wahconah 


Park plans 


appear at 
dead end 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — The reno- 
vation of Wahconah Park and 
the immediate future of pro- 
fessional baseball in Pittsfield 
moved closer to a showdown 
yesterday , over whether the 
project should be subjected to 
the state public bidding laws. 

Members of Wahconah 
Park Inc., the South County 
partnership that plans to ren- 
ovate Pittsfield’s historic ball- 
park, and Mayor James M. . 
Ruberto both said yesterday 
that the entire project is in . 
jeopardy unless the matter 
can be resolved. 

Wahconah Park Inc. part- 
ners Jim Bouton. of North. 
Egremont and Donald B. ° 
“Chip” Elitzer of Great Bar- 
rington said yesterday that 
their plans cannot go forward 
if the partnership is subjected — 
to the public bidding laws, 
while Ruberto said he will be 
“open to others who can 
make it work” if those re- 
quirements are not followed. 


Responding to Bouton and 
Elitzer’s comments on “The 
Dan Valenti Show” on 
WBRK-AM (1340) yesterday 
morning, Ruberto confirmed 
in a prepared statement that 
he and his administration 
“will insist” upon the use of a 
public bidding process for 
renovation work: at Wahco- 
nah Park. 


Ruberto response 


In a telephone interview 
yesterday afternoon, Ruberto 
said he wanted to respond to 
Wahconah Park Inc.’s “very 
public and emphatic position 
with oné of my own.” 

“If they’re not prepared to 
go ahead, I’m prepared for 
the consequences, as disap- 
pointing as they might be,” 
the mayor said. 

While acknowledging Rub- 
erto’s support for the project, 
Elitzer said yesterday that 
Wahconah Park Inc. is “very 
unhappy” with Ruberto’s pos- 
ition. Elitzer said that he 
believed the mayor has taken 
such a stance because he has 
to negotiate with several 
other city collective bargain- 
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Wahconah 
Park plans 
at impasse 
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ing units. 

Ruberto disagreed. 

“There is no collective bargain- 
ing unit that has contacted my 
office and linked successful nego- 
tiations to my position on the pub- 
lic bidding laws,” Ruberto said. “I 
want every collective bargaining 
unit to hear that I am going to. 
respect the attorney general’s 
position because I respect the 
right to organize.” 

The renovation project has stalled 
because Wahconah Park Inc. and 
city officials differ over conclusions 
reached in a 15-page summary the 
state attorney general’s office 
released last month that suggests 
Wahconah Park Inc. must follow 
state public bidding laws in any con- 
struction projects associated with its 
plans to renovate the ballpark. 

The summary, however, does 
not specify what action city offi- 
cials must take. The document 
declares only that “we remand the 
matter back to the city for action 
consistent with this opinion.” 

The attorney general’s investiga- 
tion followed a protest filed in 
June by the New England Council 
of Carpenters, Local 108, over the 
bidding process for construction at 
Wahconah Park. The timing of 
Local 108’s protest has delayed 
the start of park renovations until 
after the first of the year. 

Wahconah Park Inc. yesterday 
submitted a revised version of its 
lease agreement. to the Parks 
Commission and the City Council 
for consideration. The Parks Com- 
mission will consider the document 
on Monday, while the City Council 
is expected to discuss the issue on 
Oct. 12, Elitzer said he believed that 
the City Council will also have to 
consider the matter because the 
revised agreement would be consid- 


- ered a lease, not a license as the doc- 


ument is currently constructed. 
Elitzer said the attorney gener- 
al’s summary suggests that the 
project -would not be subjected to 
the public bidding laws as long as 
the group’s original license agree- 
ment with the city is revised. 
Elitzer said the revised agreement, 
which contains changes suggested 
by both Wahconah Park Inc. and 
City Solicitor Christopher Sper- 
anzo, addresses those concerns by 
increasing the original length of 
the pact from 18 months to 15 
years. The revised document also 
changes the initial amount of 


‘investment Wahconah Park Inc. 


planned put into park renovations 
from $1.5 million to any amount 
allowed under case law that is 
referred to in the attorney gener- 
al’s summary, Elitzer said. 

In a prepared statement re- 
leased yesterday, Ruberto said: 
“The attorney general has spoken 
on this matter and said that the 
public bid process is the appropri- 
ate course of action. 

“J intend to honor the attorney 
general’s directive and have in- 
structed my administration that we 
will not be engaged in rewriting 
agreements in any way that contra- 
dicts this directive,” Ruberto said. 
“There should be no confusion as 
to where J stand.” 

Elitzer has maintained that if 
the group’s plans were subject to 
the public bidding laws, the delay 
in completing that process would 
cause investors to withdraw fund- 
ing already committed to the proj- 
ect. Wahconah Park Inc. currently 
has $1.2 million in private funding 
“circled” for the park’s renova- 
tions that has been contributed by 
84 investors. 

He also said that it would prob- 
ably cost Wahconah Park Inc, an 
additional $100,000 if the project 
were submitted to the public bid 
statutes, and said that is more 
money than the group can afford. 

Under the public bid process, 
Elitzer said the group would be 
required to put a bid package togeth- 
er, then put the project out to bid 
among various contractors. He said if 
any modifications are required to the 
original bid package, the project 
must be put out to bid again. 

“What we’re talking about is a 
process that calls for a lot of time 
and a lot of money, mostly because 

of inflexibility,” Elitzer said. 

Elitzer said Wahconah Park Inc. 
would also be required to submit 
any future renovations planned for 
the ballpark to the public bidding 
process. : 

“We’re looking to do continuous 
updates and improvements on the 
park,” Elitzer said. “If we go for- 
ward and submit to the public bid 
laws it will never end.” 

Finally, Wahconah Park Inc. 
believes it should be exempt from 
the state public bidding statutes 
because even though the partner- 
ship has a licensing agreement 
with a public entity to renovate a 
publicly owned facility, the group 
is a private company which intends 
io complete the project with pri- 
vate funding. 

“My first approach will be to sup- 
port their efforts and help them find 
creative solutions,” Ruberto said in 
his written statement. “But if they 
cannot bring themselves to accept 
the requirements of public bidding, 
I will be open to others who can 
make it work.” 





Hillies set for vin 


By Howard Herman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield Hillies 
and Hartford Senators will play the third 
game of their: best-of-three vintage base 
ball series on Saturday at Wahconah Park. 
Hillies co-manager Paul Procopio, for 
one, can’t wait. 

“When we won [the second game], we 
decided to have a rubber match,” he said. 
“Our kids are gung-ho about the game.” 

The Hillies dropped the first game 14- 
12 at Wahconah Park back on July 3, but 


beat the Senators 9-5 a month later in 
Connecticut. 
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Hillies ready tor third game 
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The third game will begin at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $20' for box seats, $10 for 
grandstand tickets, $5 for bleacher seats 
and $3 for outfield seats. Tickets are on 
sale at Carr Hardware, Tyler Home 
Supply, Bagels Too, The Lantern, Tim’s 
Sports Zone, Bobby Hudpuckers and 
Teo’s, all in Pittsfield; Carr Hardware and 
Kwik Print in Great Barrington, Lee and 
Carr Hardware in Lee; Carr Rentals in 
North Adams; Baldwin’s Hardware in 
West Stockbridge and The Old Country 
Store in North Egremont. 

This series began before more than 
5,000 enthusiastic fans at Wahconah Park 


ta 


_ will also be Saturday’s starter. The 
Hillies’ co-manager said having a 
left-handed pitcher helps keep the 
opposition from stealing bases. 

Bishop’s battery-mate will be 
Jeff Reynolds. In the infield, the 
Hillies will start Mike Bissaillon at 
first, Jamie DiMassimo at second, 
Tom Rizzo at shortstop and Sean 
McMahon at third. 

In the outfield, the Hillies will 
have Ben Tyer in left, Pat Ryan in 
center and Mike McHugh in right. 

Joe DiCicco and Mark Ringie, 
who played in the July 3 game, are 
injured and are not going to be in 
the lineup. : 


lone umpire calls balls and strikes. - 
It takes seven balls to walk, and. 
foul balls don’t count as strikes. / 

And to add to the suspense, 
Pittsfield Mayor James M. 
Ruberto and Hartford Mayor 
Eddie Perez have wagered on the 
outcome of the rematch. 

Ruberto has put up a weekend 
at a local bed and breakfast again- — 
st Mayor Perez’s offer of 10 cases» 
of Mucke’s Hot Dogs — Hart- 
ford’s hometown hot dog. The - 
winner of the bet is obviously in 
the eye of the beholder. 

_Procopio said the Hillies have 
improved since the first game. 
Gates for the game will open at 


For those of you who might not O0on. As there was the last time, a 
remember, vintage base ball Jaste-of-the-Berkshires food court. 
involves teams playing turn-of- will have food offerings from local 


the-century rules, wearing garb res 


taurants. Newsboys in caps and 


and usifig xequipment from that suspenders will have free pro- 
ms. 
The Hillies players will enter_ 
Wahconah Park in antique cars lea” 
by a 1927 fire engine. = 


time. Wahdéonah Park will break gra 
out the hand-operated scoreboard 
for this game. 


- According to the 1880s rules, a 


Amanda Crandall, who heads the 36-member Xtreme Dreams Committee, sits in the First Street Common while 
Conner, 13, takes a jump. Crandall wants to create a year-round indoor venue for skaters. 


and an ESPN Classic national television 
audience. In that game, the Hillies 
Jumped out to an early 9-2 lead, but the 
Senators roared back. The Hartford nine 
eventually scored six runs in the top of the 
eighth inning to erase a four-run deficit 
and take a 13-11 lead. The final score in 
the first game was 14-12, and at that time, 
organizer Jim Bouton said there would be 
another game. 
That came nearly a month later, and 
this time, the Hillies would win. 
Terry Bishop pitched five strong innings 
and struck out eight Senators as the 
Hillies scored a 9-5 victory. The Hillies 


Nurturing ‘Xtreme Dreams’ 


Group-working to build a first-class indoor skate park 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
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ge rubber game 


staked Bishop to an early lead with two 
Tuns in the second, two in the fourth and 
one in the fifth. 

Hartford cut the lead to 5-3. The Hillies 
answered with a run in the sixth and broke 
it open thanks in large part to a two-run 
double by Tom Rizzo in the eighth. 

B.J. Jefferson pitched a scoreless ninth 
to get the save — if, in fact, saves existed 
In vintage base ball. 

“We're gaining knowledge about the 
game each time we play,” said Procopio. 
“Every play is an adventure.” 

Bishop, who started the second game, 
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skateboarder Michael 


2 Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — Imagine an indoor facili- 
ty housing a tournament-caliber skate park 
where activities such as skateboarding, in- 
line skating and BMxX-bicycle events can 
take place. A group of county residents who 
participate in those sports are already 
dreaming of creating such a structure. 

The group, known as the Xtreme Dreams 
Committee, will hold an exhibition of skate- 
boarding, in-line skating and freestyle BMX 
bicycle events, which are known as “extreme 
sports,” on Saturday, Oct. 30, at the First 
Street Common’s skateboard park. The 
event is scheduled between 1 and 5 p.m. 

Amanda Crandall of Hinsdale, chief exec- 


utive director of the 36-member committee, 
told the Parks Commission last week that the 
exhibition is the “first step” in the group’s 
plans to establish an indoor skate park, a 
facility the group hopes to establish some- 
where in Central Berkshire by June 2005. 

Pittsfield is one of several Berkshire 
County communities that have outdoor 
skateboard parks, but there are no indoor 
facilities in this area. Most of the indoor 
facilities that do exist in the Northeast are 
located around Boston or on Cape Cod, 
Crandall said. 

“My goal is an indoor facility because it’s 
safer and there are no drug dealers around,” 
Crandall said. “It would be monitored all the 
time. It would be a more structured environ- 


ment for young people and it would be open 
year-round, so that kids wouldn’t lose the 
skills that they have.” 

The committee also believes that the 
establishment of an indoor skate park will 
also provide a positive activity for young 
people. 

“Research clearly demonstrates that 
positive youth activities that provide struc- 
ture during after-school hours and attach- 
ment to the community are critical for reduc- 
ing high school drop-out rates, teen preg- 
nancy, drug use and juvenile crime,” Cran- 
dall said. 
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Crandall said the committee is 
interested in either purchasing an 
existing building, such as a vacant 
warehouse, or building a new 
structure on undeveloped land. 


$1 million goal - 


She estimates fhe cost of pur- 
chasing and renovatirig a vacant 
building at slightly more than $1 
million, a sum the committee 
hopes to raise. She said several 
fund-raisers, which include the 
skateboard exhibition at the Com- 
mon, have already been sche- 
duled. : 

“Anything is possible if you put 
your mind to it,” she said. 3 

Only six of the committee’s 36 
members are adults, Crandall 
said. Only one member is not from 
Berkshire County. Crandall said 
committee members have already 
=| sent 30 letters to community lead- 
4’ ers asking for their support, and 
collected around 300 names on 
sign-up sheets they have sent out. 
The group is also considering cir- : 
culating a petition to gauge inter- - 
est in the idea. 

“T’ve talked to plenty of people 
in the city,” said the 28-year-old 
zi Crandall, a graphic artist, who 

started in-line skating three -years 

ago. “It’s why I want to do a peti- 

tion to see- how many people are 
interested.” 

Once she started in-line skating, 

- Crandall said she began to think 





Group working to build 
first-class indoor skate park 


about establishing an indoor facil- 
ity. 
“T noticed the need and a lack of 
places for youngsters to go,” she 
said. “Some of them were riding 
down sidewalks or in parking 
decks.” : 


Three years Of research 


“I’ve been researching this for 
three years,” Crandall said. “I’ve 
been looking at the good venues 
and the bad ones and seeing what 
I need to do.”: 

Skateboarding, in-line skating 
and freestyle biking events, once 
considered fringe activities, have 
moved closer to the mainstream in 
recent years due mostly to the suc- 
cess of ESPN’s “X-Games” com- 
petitions, which have broadcast 
these events to a national audi- 
ence. ; 

Five ESPN X Skateparks, de- 
signed by the industry’s top course 
designers, have recently been con- 
structed in Atlanta, Dallas, Den- 
ver, Philadelphia and St. Louis. 

Crandall said she has found that 
the youngsters who participate in 
these activities are not slackers as 
many people believe them to be. 

“A lot of these kids are very 
good kids, actually,” Crandall 
said. “They do very well in school. 

A lot of them have younger sib- 
lings that they help take care of. 

“They get a bad reputation for 
the way they dress or for the areas 
in which they skateboard,” she 
said. = 
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: Wahconah Park partners 
: balk at AG’s call for bids 


PARK from A1 a ZA FG Bouton of North Egremont, Wah- 


conah Park Inc.’s president and 
former Yankees pitcher, told the 
day. Parks Commission last week that 
Mayor James M. Ruberto said the group now plans to invest 
yesterday that the city is willing to roughly $400,000 in the park by 
revise its current licensing agree- opening day because of uncertain- 
ment with Wahconah Park Inc. to ties surrounding the attorney gen- 
allow the South County partner-  eral’s suggestions. The start of the 
ship to invest less in ballpark ren-  group’s renovations to Wahconah 
ovations than the group had ini- Park has been rescheduled three 
tially planned. But the mayor said times this summer and the work is 
that any revision of the licensing now not expected to get under way 
parcment mee require the proj- until after the first of the year. 
ect to be publicly bid along guide- A 
lines provided in the sane gen- Meniendey tovelty 
eral’s summary. In its 15-page summary, the 
“The attorney general’s ruling attorney general’s Business and 
suggests that under the existing Labor Protection Bureau stated 


bidding laws,” Elitzer said yester- 


eu & Oe 


wd 


contract language that public bid- that it has “identified evidence” , 


ding is required,” Ruberto said. “I that the city has control of con- 
can only honor the attorney gener- struction plans for Wahconah Park 
al’s request that suggests that we “which raises concerns about 
need to create a license which whether it is subject to competi- 
allows for public bidding, which tive bidding laws.” 
will determine the investment re- | The summary does not specify 
quired for Wahconah Park partic- what action city officials must 
ularly as it relates to the state of take. The document instead de- 
the baseball season in 2005. clares only that “we remand the 
“The point I’m trying to make is matter back to the city for action 
that the attorney general’s office consistent with this opinion.” 
has ruled on the issue of public | Speranzo said the attorney gen- 
bidding and we have to respect eral’s summary suggests that the 
that ruling,” the mayor said. structure of the current licensing 
Still in touch agreement, which allows for a 
large initial investment in a short 
City officials, members of time span, raises concerns that the 
Wahconah Park Inc. and represen- city could “reap the benefit in a 
tatives of various unions met on weird way of trying to subvert pub- 
Sept. 21 in an attempt to rectify lic bidding laws.” 
the situation but failed to do so. __Elitzer said public bidding laws 
Both City Solicitor Christopher were enacted both to prevent the 
Speranzo and Elitzer said both existence of sham corporations 
sides have continued to talk since and to prevent public officials 
then. As of yesterday no further from awarding contracts to their 
meetings had been scheduled, but _ friends. 
Elitzer did not rule out that possi- He said if Wahconah Park Inc.’s 
bility. project must be subject to the pub- 
“Meetings tend to happen on _ lic bidding laws, it would send a 
very short notice,” Elitzer said. “I “terrible message” to other in- 
spoke to Chris Speranzo today, so vestors hoping to establish pri- 
we’re not out of touch.” vate-public partnerships in Massa- 
At last week’s meeting, city offi- chusetts. 
cials offered to revise the current “If things cannot be fixed we 
licensing agreement along the cannot go forward,” Elitzer said. 
lines of the two-year license Ruberto said yesterday that he is 
awarded to former Berkshire confident a solution can be 
Black Bears’ owner Jonathan reached. 
Fleisig in 2001 as long as the part- _ “I believe that we are going to 
nership would submit the project find a resolution to this issue that 
to state laws that require competi- 18 consistent with the attorney gen- 
tive bidding. Fleisig’s agreement eral’s suggestion,” the mayor said. 
required that the former Black Show of interest 
Bears’ owner be responsible for 
$75,000 in maintenance to Wah- 
conah Park in each year of his two- 
year pact with the city. 
Elitzer said Wahconah Park Inc. 
declined to accept Ruberto’s offer 
because the group’s plan for reno- 


Meanwhile, the Northeast 
League is actively considering 
coming back to Pittsfield by 
awarding a franchise to Wahconah 
Park Inc. in time for the 2005 sea- 
eS ee as the owner of the 
vating the park is more extensive eae ee B @uEper Cay 

] : , league Commissioner 
aca that has been done Miles Wolff said yesterday that 
ee : : Pittsfield, “would be the first on 
e’re not coming back to do my list to be a member” the next 
the same old same old,” Elitzer time the league’s seven owners 
said yesterday. “Our business plan discuss adding an eighth team to 
contains substantial changes to the league. 
the ballpark.” The Black' Bears were also a 

The current licensing agreement member of the Northeast League. 
requires Wahconah Park Inc. to But after the Bears played at 
invest $1.5 million in the ballpark Wahconah Park for two years, 
by opening day 2005. But Jim Fleisig moved the franchise to 

New Haven, Conn., following the 

2003 season. 
Acknowledging that the city and 
Wahconah Park Inc. are involved 
) in “political issues” concerning the 
| continuation of the renovation 
project, Wolff said “something has 
3 tohappen soon” if Pittsfield hopes 
to enter the league next year 
because the league needs to draw 
up its schedule for the 2005 sea- 
son. “I would think 30 days would 
be a good time frame,” Wolff said. 

Ruberto said he believed that 
the matter could be resolved with- 
in the next month. 








Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Renovations have stalled at Wahconah Park, which got a fresh coat of paint recently. 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
: Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — City officials and 
Wahconah Park Inc. have reached an 
impasse over the renovation of Pitts- 
field’s historic baseball stadium at the 
same time the Northeast League is giv- 
ing serious consideration to placing 
another franchise in Pittsfield next sea- 
son. 

Both sides continue to have differ- 
ences over conclusions reached in a 15- 
page summary the attorney general’s 
office released last month that suggests 


that Wahconah Park Inc. must follow 
state competitive bidding laws in any 
construction projects associated with its 
plans to renovate’ the ballpark. 

The attorney general’s investigation 
followed a protest filed in June by the 
New England Council of Carpenters, 
Local 108, over the bidding process for 
construction at Wahconah Park. 

Donald B. “Chip” Elitzer, vice presi- 
dent and director of Wahconah Park 
Inc., said yesterday that the South 
County partnership cannot renovate the 
ballpark along the guidelines suggested 


Wahconah 
Park work 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — The South 
County partnership that plans to 
refurbish Wahconah Park has de- 
cided to scale back the number of 
renovations that it had originally 

planned to complete by opening 
day 2005, group members told the 
Parks Commission last night. 

Former Yankees’ pitcher Jim 
Bouton of North Egremont, one 
of Wahconah Park Inc.’s three 
partners, said the group reduced 
its original plans because of uncer- 
tainty regarding the likely revision 
of the partnership’s licensing agree- 
ment with the city. 

The state attorney general’s 
office last month issued a summa- 
ry that suggested Wahconah Park 
Inc. must follow state competitive 
bidding laws in any construction 
projects associated with its plans 
to renovate the park. ; 

The attorney general’s investiga- 
tion followed a protest filed in 
June by the New England Council 
of Carpenters, Local 108, over the 
bidding process for construction at 
Wahconah Park. 

The reduced renovation plan 
means the group will not invest 
$1.5 million in Wahconah Park by 
opening day 2005, as the current 
licensing agreement requires. 


Simultaneous moves 


“We're definitely planning to go 
forward with something in the 
neighborhood of $400,000) in 


Se 
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The revisions in the © 
plan mean the group 
will not invest $1.5 
million in Wahconah - 
Park by opening day 
2005, as the current - 
licensing agreement - 
requires. 


—————— j 


investment by opening day,” 
Bouton said. “We feel we can’t 
wait for all the political issues to 
be taken care of. | 

“We're trying to move forward 
on as many tracks as we can and - 
we're trying to do it simultancous- 
ly,” he said. “If we move ina linear 
fashion we'll never get it done.” - 

The planned renovations now 
include doubling the size of the 
women’s restroom, combining the 
two clubhouses into one locker 
room, building a food court, and 
resurfacing the asphalt apron: 
around the outside of the park,. 
Bouton said. Wahconah Park Inc.. 
plans to rent a trailer that visiting | 
teams can use as a dressing room,’ 
he said. P. 

Donald Bi “Chip” Elitzer of. 
Great Barrington, vice president 
and director of Wahconah Park \ 
Inc., told the board two weeks ago 
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Ballpark work 


WAHCONAH from Ai” 


scaled back 


having on the viability of its invest- 
ment group if the project is subject 


that unless ground was broken to the public bidding laws. 


before Nov. 1, it would be virtual- 


He said Wahconah Park Inc. has 


ly impossible for the partnership around $1.2 million in private 


to meet some of the conditions for 


money already committed to the 


renewal of its current license with project. But Elitzer added that un- 


the city. 
Bouton said last night that Wah- 


foreseen delays, such as the attor- 
ney general’s opinion, could cause 


conah Park Inc. now plans to begin those investors to withdraw their 


renovating the park after the first 
of the year. “We missed Novem- 
ber,” he said. 


money from the project. 


“That $1.2 million is not in any 


way secure,” Elitzer said. “In my 


Wahconah Park Inc.’s plans are opinion it will dissipate rapidly be- 
“contingent on a revised licensing cause people will find other places 


agreement,” he added. 
In a 15-page summary, the attor- 


to put their money.” 


He said Wahconah Park Inc. 


ney general’s Business and Labor raised the majority of the $1.2 mil- 
Protection Bureau stated that it lion in committed funds before 
has “identified evidence” that the Local 108 filed its protest with the 


city still has control of construc- 
tion plans for Wahconah Park, 


attorney general's office in June. 


“we've added very little since 


“which raises — concerns about then,” he said. | 
whether it is subject to competitive 84 investors 


bidding laws.” , 
The summary does not specify 
what city officials must do, declar- 
ing only that “we remand the mat- 
ter back to the city for action con; 
sistent with this opinion.” 


Of the 84 investors who have 


committed funds to the projectso. 
far, Elitzer said only 16 are from, 
Pittsfield. He said Wahconah Park 
Inc. has received a “good chunk” 


Flitzer told the board that he of funds from elsewhere in Berk- 


believed the attorney general’s 
summary suggested that 
licensing agreement as currently 
structured could set a bad prece-. 


shire County, particularly from 
the second home owners. Wahconah 
Park Inc. has also received finan- | 
cial commitments from several 


dent that may give other entities a people in the New York City area 


“road map” to attempt to circum- 
vent the competitive bidding laws. 

He said Wahconah Park Inc. and 
the city were trying to 
changes” in the licensing agree- 
ment that would satisfy everybody. 


‘Two options for city 


City Solicitor Christopher Spet- 
anzo, who attended last night’s 
meeting, said the attorney gener- 
al’s suggestion leaves the city with 
two options: amend the current 
licensing agreement to permit the 
public bidding process, OF amend 

> the agreement in such a manner 
that public bidding not be allowed. 
Instituting the second option 
would require “reading between 
the lines and tea leaves,” of the 
attorney general’s suggestions, 
Speranzo said. 
“T’s an odd opinion,” he said. 
“You don’t normally see remands.” 
Flitzer said Wahconah Park Inc. 
wasn’t concerned about putting 

‘he project out to bid, but was 

nore concerned about the effect 


who have no connection to Berk- 
shire County, Elitzer added. 


He also told'the board that Wah- 


“craft conah Park appears more likely at 


this point to be awarded a fran- 
chise in the independent North- 
east League next year than in the 
Atlantic League. The partnership 
had appeared to be more commit- 
ted to landing a team in a short- 
season version of the Atlantic 
League, which was expected to- 
start up in 2005. 

But Blitzer said last night that 
Atlantic League CEO Frank Boul- 
ton recently told the group that 
there is only a 50 percent chance 
that the short-season league will 
begin play next year. 

Elitzer said Northeast League 
President Miles Wolff is interested 
in Wahconah Park Inc.’s proposal, 
but that approval could hinge on 
whether the league decides to go 
with nine teams next year, which 
would result in an unbalanced | 

schedule. The Northeast League 
will hold its annual league meet- 


ee 


Wahconah Park partners balk 
at AG’s call for construction bids 


in its business plan if the group is sub- 
jected to state laws that require compet- 
itive bidding. The partnership has $2.1 
million in private funds “circled” 
toward the renovation of Wahconah 
Park, but maintains that its group of pri- 
vate investors will fall apart if the proj- 
ect is required to be publicly bid. 

“We will not go forward if we must go 
forward on the basis of being a public 
agency, which means that in effect we 
would have to comply with the public 
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Helping hands | 
Shane Joseph, 4, gets some help from Matt. Joseph during Saturday's opening of the new “Fit Kids” 
playground at Coolidge Park. The free facility — just north of Conte Community School — features 


exercise stations kids and adults can experience together. The Junior League of Berkshire County 
spearheaded the playground creation, aided by the parks department and Conte neighborhood council. 


ye attorney general’s decisinn was ings on Friday, Elitzer said. 
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Mayor, parks board | 


split over timber sale 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — If the city is 
going to reap tens of thousands of 
dollars by harvesting trees in 
wooded Burbank Park, the Parks 
Commission wants its share. 

On Monday, the five members 
voted unanimously to request a 
meeting with Mayor James M. 
Ruberto to discuss spending at 
least some of the potential profits 
from the sale of the trees on im- 
provements to the parks system. 
Chairman Eugene Nadeau said he 
had raised this subject previously 
with the mayor and been rebuffed. 
The five-member commission has 
so far not approved the plan to cut 
down trees on the land it supervises. 


As part of his administration’s 
efforts to find alternative sources 
of income, Ruberto has moved to 
sell some timber from Pittsfield’s 
parks and from land it owns 
around its reservoirs. The city 
hopes to earn $147,000 from har- 
vesting trees in the watershed land 
and another $70,000 from Bur- 
bank Park, which is one of the 
city’s largest swaths of open space 
and rings Onota Lake. 


$25,000 for parks 


Member Michael Filpi. is op- 
posed to any tree harvesting, but 
said he is willing to find a middle 
ground that would benefit both 
the parks and the city. He pro- 
posed a plan that would allocate the 


first $25,000 earned annually from 
timber sales to the parks system 

-In a telephone interview, Filpi 
said the parks are “grossly under- 
staffed” and underfunded. A de- 
partment of four people is expect- 
ed to maintain all 875 acres of 
park land, a job that used to take 
29 employees, he said. He suggest- 
ed the money could be used to 
fight weeds in Onota Lake, create 
some: campsites in Burbank Park 
and develop nature trails. 

“We as a commission have got to 
learn to stand up for ourselves and 
fight for every penny that we can 
obtain,” Filpi said, because other- 
wise the parks are not likely to get 
a budget increase from the current 
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Timber sale split 


TIMBER from B1 i 


level of $431,000. 

Ruberto said he would be eager 
to meet with representatives from 
the Parks Commission to discuss 
their proposal, but is opposed to 
earmarking money from ‘the tree 
sales to any department, including 
the parks. 

“I think all the proceeds should 
-go into the general fund,” he said 
in a telephone interview, “just like 
the proceeds we are receiving from 
harvesting timber at the water- 
shed. I believe. that is the appro- 
priate place for the money to go.” 

Ruberto said the proceeds could 
be used on an “as-needed basis 
and distributed accordingly, or re- 
turned to the taxpayers in the form 
of lower taxes.” 


Parks projects in need 


Nadeau said there are dozens of 
small projects the commission 
would like to be able to undertake 
around the city, including in- 
stalling sprinkler heads in some of 
the West Side parks to give chil- 
dren without access to swimming 


— 


katers were out by the dozens in this 1978 view of the Com 


pools a place to cool off in the 
summer, and bringing an outdoor 
skating rink back to the Pittsfield 
Commons on First Street. 

“The parks are really going 
downhill as it is, because of under- 
funding, and I would like to see 
that money come back to the parks 
to do some improvements to 
them,” Nadeau said. 

Ruberto said devoting that 


money to the parks would “set a- 


bad precedent” for the city. “The 
Parks Department is just one 
department in the city of Pitts- 
field,” he said. “The city of Pitts- 


s mayor, parks board — 


field is more far-reaching than just 
one narrow group. They are the 
Pittsfield Parks Commission, and [ 
would hope that they would want 
to be part of team Pittsfield, just as~ 
the Department of Public Works is 
interested in being part of team 
Pittsfield and isn’t raising any 
issues about returning money to 
the general fund.” ; 

No date had been set for a meet- 
ing between Nadeau, Filpi and 
Ruberto as of last evening. 

Jack Dew can be reached at 


jdew@berkshireeagle.com or at 
(413) 496-6241. 


mon ice rink in Pittsfield. 


Board OKs 


Wild Acres | 
alterations 


By Bill Carey 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Conservation Commission 


‘yesterday backed a plan to reconfigure the Wild 


Acres preserve, an approval that represents a signifi- 
cant milestone in the project to improve Pittsfield 
Municipal Airport. 

The conservation board, which has jurisdiction over 
the wildlife preserve, voted unanimously after less 
than an hour of discussion to consent to altering Wild 
Acres so that the main airport runway can be extend- 
ed through the property. About eight people attend- 
ed the meeting. 

The plan for the reconfigured park now will be pre- 
sented to the City Council for approval. Ultimately, 
the plan must be approved by the state Legislature as 
required by Article 97 of 
state law, which protects LRN EN ELT ET 
against the loss of conserva- Cy rrently 
tion land. 

Now 47 acres, the wildlife 4/7 acres, 
preserve will be enlarged — Idi 
to about 110 acres — but the wildlife 
substantially altered by the Preserve will 
plan. The fishing pond that 
anchors the orenenve will be enlarged 
remain ae corner of the to qbout 

roperty, bordering airport 
fee : eae 110 acres. 

The existing facilities — a 
log cabin, a maintenance 
garage, a restroom building, picnic tables and 
swingsets — will be replaced with a new picnic pavil- 
ion, an athletic field, an education center, a mainte- 
nance building, parking lots and picnic sites. 

The runway extension will reduce the existing pre- 
serve by about 21 acres, leaving 26 acres. To this will 
be added about 64 acres of city-owned parcels and 20 
acres of private land, mainly from the Watroba- 
Kaminski farm. 

Originally, the city planned to take about 100 acres 
from the farm to compensate Wild Acres and to 
extend the runway. But Mayor James M. Ruberto 
announced Sept. 21 that the city had agreed to take 
less of the farm after negotiating a memorandum of 
understanding with property owner Edwin Watroba. 

Under the agreement, one of the three parcels that 
was to have been taken will remain in Watroba’s con- 
trol under an agricultural restriction. Watroba will 
retain a “life estate” within the second parcel, which 
will become a part of Wild Acres. The third parcel 
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Preserving ice skating on the Common 


PITTSFIELD 
My most outstanding winter 
aemory of childhood is skating at 
the Common in Pittsfield and of 
the local firemen flooding the 
tink there throughout the night. 
That was my assumption any- 
way, as they were there late at 
night and still spreading water the 
following morning. 
~ J lived next to the Common and 
‘could watch them motionless for 
what seemed to be hours on end. 
{ recall the Winter Carnival held 
on the Common with races and 
~ other skating events on the ice 
and little Donny Shantz who 
always out skated me. 


been some discussion about tree 
harvesting on public property to 
cover the cost of Pittsfield Parks 
Department projects such as skat- 
ing at the Common and my feel- 
ing is that, based on the advice of 
a forester, it is a sound idea. 

Well-managed woodlots and 
forests are of significant value to 
wildlife. Harvesting trees to pro- 
vide more open woods would 
benefit both the city and our 
wildlife. 

The key here, is that a knowl- 
edgeable forester supervise all 
harvesting, and that occasional 
mature trees and dead trees be 
left for reseeding and tree 


| Playground life 
is reshaped by 
modern culture 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Groups of young- 


Wild Acres changes OK’d 


WILD from B1 


will become airport property. 


Representing the city’s Airport 


Commission yesterday. 
Christensen, senior envi 
tal scientist with the c 
firm Dufresne-Henry, 


Randal] Michelle Whalley 
ronmen- 
Onsultin: 
Said the 


ing that approval of i 
) the 
Acres plan “is definitely a ae 


stone” for the airport project. 


Three people — Ann Truran 
le and Thelma 
arzottini — spoke against or crit 


icized the pl 
tioned the Plan. Whalley ques- 


agre wi “relati 
sreement with Watroba served as_ tal” amoun tively monumen- 


the “controlling do 
: iC’ 23 
Wild Acres ee es 


Speaking in favor of the pla 
ty Councilor Jona- 
who said the mem- 


was Ward 5 Ci 
than Lothrop, 
orandum of unders 
ed from “man 
ations” 


Spee ie that c 
othrop also asked th 
; eb 
consider creating a bie neh 
igual the property. 
Tport Manager Mark G 
manowski also spoke in favor, ay 


of the tobe move 


: ae result- - 
I months of negoti- 

aus with Watroba and other bers 
S and represents the best Were 


an be expected. 


William D. Barry. 


bearey@berkshi 
(413) 496-6240, 


t of dirt that will h 
C ave 
ee d to build the extended 
Barzottini su 
Ba ggested the com- 
mission would “violate and ae 
te Article 97 of state law 
Y approving the plan. 
he conservation board mem- 


who voted to approve the plan 


Chairman Michael 
Caleb Mitchell, Ozias ene 
Iincelette, James Conant and 


Bill Carey can be reached at 


reeagle.com or at 


Sara Cain, 

} 18, left; Mike 

"+ Gomes, 16, 
and John 
Tyska, 14, 
bring their 
own bikes 
and skate- 
boards to the 
Pittsfield 
Common 
Skate Park. 


And nearly every winter, when 
the ice was perfect, we would 
have a “January Thaw.” Some- 
times it was in February, but it 
was always accompanied by rain 
that played havoc with the ice. 

As soon as the chill returned, 
the firemen would reappear and I 
would wonder, but never dared to 
ask, if their feet had any feeling as 
they stood on ice for what seemed 

to be hours. If it took all night to 
return the ice to skating condi- 
tion, well that is what it got. 
I have heard that there has - 


nesters. 
: i LJ 


PITTSFIELD ae Budget cuts sters who used to 
have all but eliminated commu- : 
nity-run summer playground spend their sum- 


rograms in Pittsfield and North : x‘ 
ee But officials say young- mers In the play 


sters hardly notice because they grounds have found 


th ctivities to 

Dee a as other places to go. 
. 2 . 

“{ think the demographics 1. re 


priorities have changed,” said 


: McGrath said. 
James McGrath, director of In order to compensate for the 


community services for ue loss of playground monitors and 
Pittstin@ MS ye ae other traditional summer recte- 
ee oan ene a ante ational activities, officials in the 
for kids eee Takis ee = sue county’s two cities say they a 

eC SPOT '€ developed partnerships wit 
and Babe Rue enone CE loer volunteer organizations. 
at ee 5 ee sie The cities provide the peas 
<Thecdays ot MICs he activities, while the 
their whole summers in the parks fon s 

| may have come and gone,” PLAYGROUND, continued on A 
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i oe 
Lifeguard Evan Caprari, 19, watches over 


last week. Lifeguards are among the few 
still offered by the Pittsfield Parks Department. 5 


swimmers at Onota Lake 
summer recreation jobs 


41, Zool} 
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Straight thinking ;,.,. 


: Council to get Park Square redesign pla 


By Jack Dew 
; Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — Mayor James M. 
Ruberto’s administration will. send 
the City Council a proposal to re- 
design the unpopular Park Square 
rotary that has long baffled drivers 
and been one of Pittsfield’s most 
dangerous intersections. 
Commissioner of Public Works 
and Utilities Bruce Collingwood has 
submitted a draft of a plan to alter 
the flow of traffic around the park in 
the geographic heart of Pittsfield.’ 
Prominent among the changes is a 
proposal to allow drivers to continue 
from South Street straight to North 


the rotary. At Park Square’s eastern 
edge, where East Street begins, the 
road would be cut off with a new 
sidewalk and curb connecting the 
East Street median strip to the park, 
which would block cars trying to go 
around the rotary. 

Ruberto first proposed the over- 
haul in January, shortly after taking 
office. Since then, the city has hired a 
design consultant to study the traffic 
patterns and to propose changes. 
‘Now the proposal will go to the City 
Council, which is expected to refer 
the plan to its Committee on Public 
Works and Utilities, where Colling- 


-wood expects there will be a full 


chance for a public hearing so drivers 
will be able to offer suggestions. 

As the proposal now exists, the 
traffic island in the middle of the 
West Street intersection would be 
removed, and the island at the inter- 
section of South Street would be 
moved to the east. Combined, those 
changes would allow cars to go 
straight from South Street onto 
North Street or left onto West Street. 

South Street drivers would turn 
right onto Bank Row as they current- 
ly do, but would no longer face com- 
petition from cars trying to reach 
North Street. The new curbing and 


Die. 


the sidewalk connecting the East 


Street without having to go around presentation of the plan and a SQUARE, continued on A5 








3 meee 
Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Sculptor Leah Jacobson installs her creation, ‘Multiplicity,’ at the — 
Pittsfield Common yesterday with the help of Parks Director Jim 


McGrath. It’s the 13th and final installation for this year’s 
Artscape Project. : 


: Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Stafi 
All northbound traffic is now funneled into the rotary at Park Square. That soon may change. 


Council to get Park Square redesign plan 


SQUARE from A1 “From a design aspect, that is Costi, the chairman of the public 


5 : : the most interesting part of the works committee, said the pro- 
treet median with Park Square design, the most challenging. That posed changes look good. 


would prevent cars from going engineering work is going on right “It makes sense,” he said. “It 
around the rotary. : now, and then installing it is still allows traffic to 20 north and 
East Street traffic heading west the most intricate part of the con- south with one lane, make left 
would move as it does now. There _ struction,” ‘he said. turns on West Street ‘anake right 
would be one lane to turn right The city ‘is also hoping to resur- turns around the a If you ois 
onto North Street, two lanes to face the road around each side of a right [from eas Str a 
head straight onto West Street and Park Square and perhaps as far as ee East Street ae a ee 
two to turn left onto South Street: the Route 20 intersection at East ajjeviate = lot ae Tablews ee a 


West’ Street traffic would have Housatonic and West Housatonic The City Council will meet 


one lane for left turns onto North _ streets. Wednesday ni ; 
Street, one going straight toward Collingwood said the city is ediieaday BiEt ah 20 te tee 


East Street and one going both waiting to receive cost estimates darlyaecheduled ‘Wuvsday mcetiis 
straight or right onto South Street. for the work and will still need wes OES pack z SS y Pecaie abe 
With so many lanes competing. approval from MassHighway to primary election is being held 
with each other, Collingwood said amend the traffic control agree- TUCO So a ee 
proper timing of the traffic lights ment that governs Park Square. Jack Dew can be reached at 
will be crucial. Ward 2 Councilor Louis A. jdew@berkshireeagle.com. 


Board welcomes snowmobiles, nixes timber plan 


Reversing a longstanding prohibition, the “My biggest concern was to eliminate any conflict Kirvin, “much like what we do with the boat ramps.” 











ree Be mmission on Monday authorized me there might be between snowmobiles and park users,” Commissioner Charles Garivaltis said that the plan 
Berkshire Snowseekers snowmobile club to said community services director Jim McGrath. “Kirvin _ presented by the club representath d their ow | 


to police activity — eased his initial concerns. — i 
i “They will work with us onany problem that may arise,’ 
he said. “They said they will move the trail if there are - 
complaints.” Poets FA IE ARE : 
_ Eleanor Persip agreed that the concept is worth try- 
oo oF think it’s a wonderful idea,” she said. 


establish a trail at Kirvin Park. 


_ “It’s about time we do something for snowmobiles,” 
said commission member John Marchesi. “They’vewanted - 
this a long time, so they're going to control it to make sure 
it continues.” : ae 

The vote came on the same night that the commission 
abandoned a plan to harvest timber at Burbank Park 


is used very heavily in the wintertime.” ~~ : : 
McCrath said that the club’s plan — for a single iso- 
lated trail designed primarily to allow snowmobilers to 
access October Mountain State Forest property —appears 
sound. a & RS ico 
“The safety of our park users is paramount,” said 
McGrath. “They need to know that they stay on the trail 














“I like what I 


ra 








because Mayor James Ruberto declined to designate oF lose it.” uy "heard... they Kuow if people don'tabideby we tere 
any Hae bein the lumber program specifically for park He added that by designating a trail for use, the city to close it down. 


use. 5 : 
‘The Kirvin Park vote was cheered by several members 
of the snowmobile club who attended the session. 
The club members vowed to maintain the trail and do - 
their best to ensure that snowmobilers stick to.the trail 


may solve the problem of snowmobilersignoringthe prior —  Thech b’s proposed trail follows the e 

~ ban and using other sectors of the park. oe, oe at the park. The trail meets a requir 
“Y’m willing to entertain this because I know Kirvin will Be: 150 feet from houses. eet tae 

be used regardless,” said McGrath. The club will post signs urging sno 

~ The community services director said that “y \. we = peat oe 


ae il- ; 
MAS 
Tree lighting toni ht 
in Park sau 3b 


© PITTSFIELD — ittstield Com- 


munity Television will televise the . 
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oem neea en SPS eee 
Parks board reverses timber vote | 


contined from page 1 lastmonth, but witha provisothatthe said. “Ifitmeans the forestry program 


Tree stand 


City workers Mike Vici and Eddie Casella install wi 


tree in Park Square in Pittsfield. 
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res to hold up the city Christmas 





Baseball team owner, 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — Whether the 
New England Collegiate Baseball 
League’s Berkshire Dukes play at 
Wahconah Park next summer will 
probably be decided by January, 
both city and team officials said 
yesterday. 

Dalton native and former Red 
Sox General Manager Dan 
Duquette, who owns the Dukes, 
and Mayor James M. Ruberto 
both said they continue to discuss 
the possibility of. bringing the 
NECBL franchise from the 


‘Duquette Sports Academy in 


Hinsdale to Pittsfield next year. 
Both men said the issue would 
probably have to be resolved by 
next month. The Dukes need to 
know by January where they will 
be playing in order to prepare for 





the designated trail and obey a speed 
limit. Concrete blocks will be set up 
to limit trail access; snow fences will 
also be utilized. 

Commissioners stressed that relax- 
ing the snowmobile ban is limited 
to ‘Kirvin Park on an experimental 
basis. 

Club member Pete Trova said that 
the snowmobile group will commu- 
nicate the rules to club members 
and work to make the experiment 
a success. 

“We really want to see this thing 
work,” he said. 

Dick Diorio concurred, saying “we 
want to do it right.” 

The commission on Monday also 
voted to jettison its planned timber 
harvesting initiative at Burbank Park. 
Commissioners endorsed the concept 











the 2005 NECBL season, which community team.” 
begins in June, Duquette said. 


‘In terms of getting organized for the 
season, we need to tell our sponsors and 
advertisers where we're going to be playing: 


Asked where the negotiations 


mayor pledge to designate revenues 
for park use. 

Commission chairman Gene 
Nadeau reported that Mayor James 
Ruberto had rejected that request. 

“He couldn’t or wasn’t willing to 
set up a special account to put any 
money from logging park property 
for park use,” said Nadeau. “If that’s 
the position, then doing any logging 
in Burbank Park is basically going to 
be dead.” 

Nadeau had supported the har- 
vesting plan with hopes of generat- 
ing revenue for programs such as ice 
skating at the First Street Common, 
removing weeds at lakeside parks 
and other items not in the operating 
budget. 

“I'd like to see anything we raise 
from that go back to the parks,” he 


Pittsfield eye January decision 


“Tn terms of getting organized currently stand between Duquette Duquette said. 


for the season, we need to tell our and the city, Ruberto said, “The 
sponsors and advertisers where discussions are fluid. They relate 


we're going to be playing,” to the number of dates, the costs the end of the year.” 


Duquette said. 


Duquette to let [the negotiations] 


that can be covered by the Dukes 
“J don’t think it would be and how that product can best 
healthy for either Pittsfield or Dan serve the people of Pittsfield.” 
Ruberto said he plans to meet 
go beyond the first of the year,” with Duquette and Parks Com- 
Ruberto said. “It’s important for mission Chairman Eugene Nadeau 
Dan to develop community con- sometime next week. The mayor 
nections with our civic and social also met with Nadeau yesterday 
organizations and within schools afternoon. If the Dukes do play at 
to enable him to present them asa Wahconah Park next year, they 


would have to enter into a license 
agreement with the Board of Parks 
Commissioners, which administers 
the park on the city’s behalf. _ 
Duquette said he is interested in 
having the Dukes play all, not 
some, of their 21 regular season 
home games at Wahconah Park. 
“That’s what we’re exploring,” 


“We expect to see if we can 
come to some common ground by 


Duquette and Ruberto first met > 
to discuss the possibility of moving Duquette said. 
the Dukes to Pittsfield in October, 
shortly after Wahconah Park Inc. - 

decided not to pursue its plans to 

renovate Pittsfield’s historic ball- R-L, 
park and bring professional base- 
ball back to the city by the 2005 
season. The South County partner- 
ship withdrew its plans Oct. 6 fol- 


doesn’t occur, then so be it.” 

Garivaltis disagreed, saying that 
while he’d prefer the money go to 
the parks, “the moneys that accrue 
would still go into city coffers, in 
some respect still benefiting the city 
of Pittsfield.” 

Persip sided with Nadeau, saying 


that “once the harvesting is done and 


gone to the general fund, goodbye 

money, you'll never see it.” 
Nadeau said that harvesting 

could have environmental benefits 


but that the commission's’ duty is © 


also to seek adequate funding for 
the park system. 

“Our park system has been hurt- 
ing,” he said. “We're constantly 
getting beaten that we're not doing 
enough for our parks... I’m going to 
stick to my guns.” 


lowing controversy over whether 
the project should be subject to the 
state’s public bidding statutes. 
NECBL Commissioner Kevin 
Melllvane did not return a tele- 
phone call seeking comment yes- 
terday. But Duquette said the 13- 
team circuit is interested in 
Wahconah Park because of its his- 


torical value. Baseball has been 


played on the site since 1890. 
“The NECBL was interested in 


Pittsfield before it placed a team 


home of the 


in North Adams” in June: 2002, 


He said the NECBL considers 
Wahconah Park similar to 2,000- 
seat Cardines Field in Newport, 
league’s 
Newport Gulls, a site where base- 
ball was first played in 1908. 

“Tt’s one of the showcase fran- 
chises in the league,” Duquette 


ual Christmas tree lighting in 
or Square tonight. The live Sheen 
~ age can be seen on Access Pittsfield, 
Channel 16, on Time Warner Cable 
in Pittsfield, Dalton and Richmond. 
The coverage will start at 7 with 
remarks by James McGrath, head of 
Parks and Recreation, followed by 
comments by Mayor James’ 
Ruberto. The Christmas tree light 
ing will then commence, followed by 
the Eagles Band, a 12-piece brass 
ensemble, playing music. After this, 
Santa will arrive on the Berkshire 
Regional Transit Authority bus. 


* The Berkshire Eagle, Wednesday, December 1, 2004 — B® 


said of the Gulls. au 
The Dukes, who relocated front 
Willimantic, Conn., to Hinsdale 
year ago, played their inaugura 
season at Duquette’s sports acade-: 
my on Michaels Road last summer.) 
The team’s ability to continue to 
play in Hinsdale in 2005 is being 


challenged by an abutter to the — 


camp, who claims the Dukes need 
further permits from the town in 
order to play there. The Hinsdale. 
Zoning Board of Appeals has: 
scheduled a public hearing on the: 
issue for Monday, Dec. 13. x 
“We have a ballpark i 
Hinsdale, but obviously there is 
established ballpark in Pittsfiel 
that is of interest to us, so we'll see 
how it goes,” Duquette said. 
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Tony Dobrowolski can be reached 
at tdobrowolski@berkshireeagle.com, 
px at (413) 496-6224, 2 
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Kirvin Park. 


ing. 


these three fields. : 


from the Bossidy donation. 
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Bring on the chain saws. 

Officials are moving forward 
with plans to harvesttimber on 
city-owned property. 

The city is in the midst of a formal 
bidding process for vendorsinterest- 
ed in removing designated trees on 
watershed property in the southeast 
section of the city. Bids are scheduled 
to be opened next Thursday. 

Meanwhile, the parks department 
isinitiatinga program to harvest trees 

sion voted 4-1 onMonday to proceed, 
provided funds collected by the city 
‘are reinvested in the park system. 
Public works commissioner Bruce 
Collingwood has wanted to institute 
a tree-harvesting program since he 
was first appointed by former Mayor 
Sara Hathaway. : 
“7 want to be doing it every year 
he said. “I want to do smart harvest- 
ing but I also want to yield about 
-$100,00 a year.” 
~ Collingwood and other advocates 
of planned harvesting tout the value 
- ofboth maintaining environmentand 
generating revenues. 
The commissioner said that while 
the political will has been present for 
a harvesting vrogram, the city has 


at Burbank Park. The parks commis- : 





The project — part of a $327,0' 
ments at Clapp Park and the Doyle Softball Complex on Benedict Road — 
is funded through a $1 million donation from Larry Bossidy. 

The contract with DHT Golf Services of Plymouth—by far the low bidder 
— was approved by the parks commission in June. 

The pact attracted renewed attention when parks commissioner Charles 
Garivaltis — who opposed the expenditure —senta letter to media outlets 
late last week calling the projects a waste of money. 

- Garivaltis’ letter was published on Mon 


fueled a nearly one-hour discussion 


Garivaltis said that he visited 
downpours and saw no flooding. 
working extremely well,” he said. 

Chairman Gene Nadeau said that Garivaltis rai 
ones that have already been thoroughly debated. 

Nadeau said he initially opposed spending money on a consultant to 
design upgrades but “I was impressed with the consultant.” 

The chairman urged Garivaltis and others interested in the issue to read 
the minutes of the commission's meetings over the past ye 
the input, discussions and debates that led to the current plan. 

_ “We went through a lot of iterations on this,” said Nadeau. 

The chairman said the goal of this phase of the Bossidy expenditure is to 
take heavily used, prime fields and ensure their longevity. 

“The vote that was taken, I'll take the heat for it,” he said. 

- Commission member Mike Filpi said that Garivaltis and other critics 
f expenditures. Filpi said that the irriga- 


have misrepresented the amount 0 —— 
only 25 percent of the project cost at Preliminary workona field upgrade at Kirvin Park 


tion system — which he supports — is 


’ Filpi also noted that controversia 
for vehicles were made by an earlier co 
board has engaged in an exha 
with Bossidy — to gather input and to most effectively utilize the portion 
of the donation the city council authorized spending. : 

The commission did unanimously support 
seven-member advisory board to identify prio 


Watershed, Burb 












Among other concerns, Garivaltis believes that much of the money is. 

allocated for irrigation and drainage systems that he feels are unnecessary. ; 
the fields in question following recent 
“Obviously the drainage system is 


00 contract that will also involve improve- 


sed worthy points, but 


ar to learn about 


- The Pittsfield Gazette July 22, 2004 


y-funded field upgrade begins at Kirvin Park 


Preliminary work began late last week on an upgrade of a soccer field at 


day in The Berkshire Eagle and | 
during that night's commission meet- 
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has begun. Beginning Friday, the gate to the park will 


be closed to prevent vehicles from accessing the work area; the park will remain open to pedestrian 


] earlier expenditures of Bossidy money traffic. 
mmission. He said that the current ~ 


ustive process — including communication 
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Lakeside trimming: officials h 


ope that 


Garivaltis’ request to forma , 
rities for future allocations 


City will harvest timber 


ank Park projects advance 
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al 


removal of select trees at 


3 


Burbank Park will help the ecosystem and generate revenues 


actual management onthewatershed 
property. : : 

“This is the first time in a long 
time,” he said. “This is about smart 


cutting, we're not clear cutting our. 


property.” 

Removing mature trees not only 
generates cash, he said, but preserves 
the ecosystem. —— % 

"It’s to preserve the woods, to 
protect the other lumber,” said 
Collingwood. “Managing water- 
shed properties for timber is pretty 
common.” Pe aes 3 

The city watershed harvesting 1s 


by EdDenham, a southcounty-based 
consultant. The city’s cutting planhas 
been approved by state conservation 
officials. : 
“Ts time,” said the commis- 
sioner. “It’s been delayed over the 


past couple years.” Collingwood ~ 


said the timber industry locally has 
heen hindered by wet winter weather 
conditions. : 

A bidding conference to review 
the watershed property on Sykes 
Mountain is scheduled for Friday 
morning. The purchasing office 
has set an October 29 deadline for 


A 
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- Boots honor fallen troops 
: BOOTS from A1 Peter Mollo of Brooklyn, N.Y., 


‘Eyes Wide Op 


Display of boots in Park Square 


dramatizes human toll of Iraq war 


Tammy Aiken explains to her children, Shane, 6, and Sarah, 3, that the boots arranged in Park Sq 


uare in Pittsfield represent American servicemen who 
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we 


who have been killed during the 
Iraq War, “we can understand the 
loss and grief as a community,” 
Comerford said. 

Although opposition to Pres- 
ident George W. Bush’s decision 
to send American soldiers to Iraq 
is well documented, other organiz- 
ers said they believed that “Eyes 
Wide Open” should be viewed as a 
statement about war in general, 
not the current conflict and its 
political overtones. 

“It’s an ethical statement,” said 
Wanda Boeke of Pittsfield, a mem- 
ber of the Berkshire Citizens for 
Peace and Justice. “War serves no 
purpose ... There are no political 
machinations happening [here].” 

Rabbi Murray Levine of New 
Haven, Conn., a veteran who 
served as a chaplain in the U.S. 
Army in the mid-1950s, hesitated 
when asked how he viewed the 
exhibit after having served in the 
armed forces. 

“J wonder why their lives were 
sacrificed,” Levine said after a 
long pause. “Were they sacrificed 
for a just cause or were they inno- 
cent victims of a political situa- 
tion? 

“It’s very sad,” Levine added. “It 
hurts. Particularly when I look at 
the young ages of the people who 
were killed.” 

Staring at the empty combat 
boots, Dean Todd of Pittsfield was 
more succinct. “One of those 
boots could have been my broth- 
er,” he said. 


sitting in front of Patrick’s Pub, 
said that the display was “heart- 
breaking,” and that if warring 
groups would learn to talk with 
each other, they could reach a bet- 
ter-understanding of their issues. 

Comerford said the majority of 
the boots on display were donated 
to the exhibit by military supply 
stores, but that some families had 
allowed their relatives’ actual 
boots to be used. Some of the pairs 
of boots that had been donated by 
families were accompanied by 
photographs of the deceased or 
small American flags. Two small 
flowers could be seen sticking out 
of one of Allison’s boots. 

The church exhibit contained an 
entire uniform worn by Jeffrey 
Lucey of Belchertown who com- 
mitted suicide in June after 
returning from Iraq. The clothing 
had been donated by his family. 

Also at the church was a display 
containing 10,000 bullet casings to 
represent the number of Iraqi 
civilians who died in the war. 

Some visitors to the exhibit said 
that the items inside the church 
affected them more than the 
empty boots and shoes did. 

“This is probably more powerful 
for me personally because I’m a 
verbal sort of person,” said Susan 
Mattice of Schenectady, N.Y. “I 
think the boots would be more 
powerful to other people. 

“But I think what they’re trying 
to get at is pretty powerful and I 
appreciate it being done,” she 
said. 


Elitzer: Work | 
on park won't 


be 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


one in time 





Unless ground is 


ZS, 


have died in Iraq. Above, one pair of boots is in memory of Sgt. Glenn R. Allison, a Pittsfield native who died in Iraq. 
i pe ‘ PITTSFIELD — It’s almost cer- 





By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — The war in Iraq 
came home to the heart of the city 
yesterday in the shapes of hundreds of 
pairs of empty combat boots and 
shoes that were displayed in the rotary 
at Park Square. 

The empty shoes and boots, meant 
to symbolize the number of both mili- 
tary and civilian deaths in the current 
conflict, were part of a national exhib- 
it entitled “Eyes Wide Open” an 
exhibit on the human costs of the Iraq 
war. It is billed as a “multimedia jour- 
ney through the words, images and 
sounds” of the war. 


Multimedia images 


Video presentations, printed mate- 
rials and other multimedia images 
contained in the exhibit were on dis- 
play yesterday at St. Stephen’s Epi- 
scopal Church, which is located across 
the rotary at 67 East St. 

The entire exhibit has been travel- 
ing around Western Massachusetts 
since Aug. 3, but yesterday’s stop was 
its lone Berkshire County appearance. 


_————————— 


A proposed stop in Lee next week, 
which has been mentioned in some lit- 
erature that is available to the public, 
will not take place, exhibit organizers 
said. 

Each pair of the more than 900 
combat boots placed in Park Square 
contained a note listing the name, age, 
rank and home state of a soldier who 
had been killed in Iraq. Included in 
the display were boots representing 
the two Berkshire County soldiers 
who have died during the conflict: 
U.S. Army Sgt. Glenn R. Allison of 
Pittsfield and U.S. Army Chief 
Warrant Officer Stephen M. Wells of 
Egremont. 

The boots were laid out in long 
straight lines across the grass in the 
park located in the center of the 
rotary. More than 10,000 pairs of 
shoes were displayed along the edges 
of the park, and were spread around 
the long lines of boots. 

“It’s just so sad seeing this sea of 
black boots surrounded by the shoes,” 
said Carolyn Webb of Rochester, 
N.Y., who is a native of Cheshire. 

Webb was among several visitors to 


the exhibit who could be seen slowly 
walking through the rows of empty 
boots while stopping occasionally to 
take pictures. 

“Oh, it’s such a waste,” she said. 


Sponsored by Quaker group 


The national exhibit is sponsored by 
the American Friends Service Com- 
mittee, a national Quaker organiza- 
tion that was founded in 1917 to pro- 
vide conscientious objectors with an 
opportunity to aid civilian war victims. 
The Berkshire Citizens for Peace and 
Justice and St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church helped to organize the Pitts- 
field visit. 

Jo Comerford, the Friends commit- 
tee’s Western Massachusetts field rep- 
resentative, said the exhibit is intend- 
ed to provide a sense of the conflict to 
communities that are grappling with 
the human cost of war. 

“The primary sense of ‘Eyes Wide 
Open’ is to open our eyes to what’s 
happening in Iraq,” Comerford said. 

Allowing the empty boots and shoes 
to embody the civilians and soldiers 


BOOTS, continued on A4 


————————— 





Peter Mollo of Brooklyn, N.Y., 
said the ‘Eyes Wide Open’ display 
emphasizes the need for more 
understanding in the world to 
avoid future wars. 


tain that the renovation of Wah- 
conah Park will be delayed until 
after the opening of the 2005 base- 
ball season, the Parks Commission 
was told last night. 

Donald B. “Chip” Elitzer, vice 
president and director of Wah- 
conah Park Inc., attended the 
commission’s regular meeting to 
give the panel a “heads up” in ad- 
vance of its Sept. 20 meeting at 
which the status of the project will 
be reviewed. 

The review will be conducted 
against the backdrop of a summa- 
ry issued last month by the state 
attorney general’s office. It sug- 
gests that Wahconah Park Inc. 
must follow state competitive bid- 
ding laws in any construction proj- 
ects associated with its plans to 
renovate the park. 

Elitzer said last night that unless 
ground is broken prior to Nov. 1, it 
will be virtually impossible for the 
partnership to meet some of the 
conditions for renewal of its 
license to use Wahconah Park. 

In a 15-page summary, the attor- 
ney general’s Business and Labor 
Protection Bureau stated that it 
has “identified evidence” that the 
city still has control of construc- 
tion plans for Wahconah Park, 
“which raises concerns about 


broken prior to Nov. 
1, it will be virtually 
impossible for the 
partnership to meet 
some of the condi- 
tions for renewal of 
its license to use | 
Wahconah Park. 





The summary does not specify 
what city officials must do, declar- 
ing only that “we remand the mat- 
ter to the.city for action consistent 
with this opinion.” 

Elizer said that one likely step 
will be to amend the license agree- 
ment between the city and Wah- 
conah Park Inc., but he expressed 
doubt that the process could be 
completed in time to allow 
groundbreaking before deep frost 
sets in. 

The attorney general’s investiga- 
tion followed a protest filed in 
June by the New England Council 
of Carpenters, Local 108, over the 
bidding process for construction at 
Wahconah Park. 

Local 108 represents carpenters 
in Barkshire, Franklin, Hampden 





Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


whether it is subject to competitive g 
bidding laws. : a\3 ALL\PARK, continued on B4 


on Sept. 20 after two-year de ay. 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — The trial of 
murder suspect Frank P. LeBeau 
Jr., which has been delayed sever- 
al times, was officially scheduled 
to begin Monday, Sept. 20, during 
a discussion of this month’s crimi- 
nal trial list yesterday in Berkshire 
Superior Court. 

However, one of LeBeau’s two 
attorneys told the court yesterday 
that he still planned to file a 
motion to have the trial take place 
outside of Berkshire County. 

Appearing before Superior 
Court Judge John A. Agostini, at- 
torney Joseph A. Franco, who rep- 
resents LeBeau with attorney 
Gregory T. Schubert, said he 
would argue for a change of venue 
when a hearing to discuss discov- 
ery motions in LeBeau’s case 
takes place in Superior Court on 
Sept. 13. 


The 36-year-old LeBeau is ac- 
cused of murdering 62-year-old 
Robert L. Vincent inside the vic- 
tim’s Tyler Street apartment on 
Aug. 17, 2002. LeBeau allegedly 
followed Vincent from a Tyler 
Street restaurant to his apartment 
and bludgeoned him to death. He 
then allegedly stole $490 that 
Vincent had won that night play- 
ing Keno, and other personal 
items. 


Media coverage cited 


Following yesterday’s court pro- 
ceedings, Franco said he wanted 
to try the case outside of Berkshire 
County because media coverage 
of the case has generated too 
much publicity. 

“You guys are doing too good of 
a job,” Franco said of the media. 

The trial will take place six days 
after the Democratic Party pri- 
mary for Berkshire County district 
attorney between David F. Cape- 


less and | ide Bangy AB 


Shugrue on Sept. 14. The outcome 
of the primary will not affect the 
start of LeBeau’s trial. : 


Agostini last month allowed a- 


motion filed by Capeless to move 
the case from Sept. 7 to Sept. 20. 
In the same ruling, however, Ago- 
stini blasted the district attorney's 
office for improperly “filing the 
motion on Aug. 3 and pushing for 
a hearing the following day. Schu- 
bert said at least three days’ notice 
is usually given when a hearing is 
scheduled. Agostini is scheduled 
to hear the murder case. 


Capeless told The Eagle last - 


month that he wanted to delay the 
trial, which is expected to last two 
weeks, to escape the glare of 
media attention caused by the pri- 
mary race between him and Shug- 
rue. Schubert contended that 
more exposure would be heaped 
on Capeless in the primary’s im- 
moadiate aftermath 


Under construction | Auguet 45°, 2004 


Heavy equipment is at work Thursday at Clapp Park in Pittsfield. The athletic field at the park is undergoing a makeover as new drainage and 
irrigation systems are installed. 
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Bouton’s group to invest 


$1.5M in Wahconah Park 


By D.R. Bahlman 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The city’s 
Parks Commission last night en- 
dorsed a license agreement be- 
tween the city and a South 

- County partnership that'plans to 
bring an independent league 
baseball team to Wahconah Park 
and invest $1.5 million in reno- 

_vating the park. 

Applause followed the five- 
member commission’s unani- 
mous vote, which was taken after 
city officials and the principals of 
Wahconah Park Inc. presented 
details of the eight-page agree- 
ment to the panel and an audi- 
ence of about 40 people gathered 
at Springside House on North 
Street. 

The pact was characterized as 
the cornerstone of an effort to 
transform the park into a nation- 
al tourist attraction that will be 
home to a baseball team that 
Pittsfield can call its own. 


‘Pittsfield’s forever’ 
“We’re creating a team that will 


be Pittsfield’s forever,’ said Don- ° 


ald B. “Chip” Elitzer of Great Bar- 
rington, an investment banker 
who is secretary-treasurer of a 
partnership that includes former 
New York Yankees pitcher Jim 
Bouton of North Egremont and 
Eric Margenau of New York City 
and Stockbridge, a minor league 
sports entrepreneur, Bouton is 
the group’s president. ; 

Elitzer said the partnership 
foresees no difficulty in purchas- 
ing an unaffiliated minor league 
baseball team to take:the field at 
Wahconah Park for the 2005 sea: 
son. He declared that the part- 
ners aim to structure the fran- 
chise agreement such that Wah- 
conah Park will be the team’s per- 
manent home. 

During the intervening year, 
said Bouton, extensive renova- 
tions of the park will be under- 
taken. Highlights of the plans 
include an increase in seating 
capacity to 5,000, construction of 
a covered “hall of fame walkway,” 
expansion and renovation of rest- 
room facilities, a 20-fold increase 
in the space available for conces- 
sions, and the allocation of more 
space for picnicking. 

“This is going to be one of the 

. largest eating establishments in 
Pittsfield,” said Elitzer. 


Summer groundbreaking 


Elitzer said the partnership 
aims to break ground early this 
summer. Replying to questions 
from members of the Parks Com- 
mission, Elitzer and Bouton said 
the work will not interfere with 


Above, Kevin Green of 
Berkshire Production 
Resources emerges from 
beneath a new wooden sign 
installed at Wahconah Park 
in Pittsfield on Tuesday in 
preparation for Saturday’s 
vintage baseball game to be 
televised by ESPN Classic. ' 
The company also put up 
old-fashioned scoreboards 
with pegs for the numbers. 
At right, painters from Don 
Lageux Painting change the 
park’s main color from blue 
to sage last week. 


Photos by Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Jim Bouton outlines plans for renovating historic Wahconah Park at a Parks Commission meeting last night at Springside 
House. The commission unanimously endorsed a licensing agreement between the city and Bouton’s partnership. 


The plan is to 
transform the 
park into a 
national tourist 
attraction that 
will be home to a 
baseball team 
that Pittsfield 
can call its own. 


use of the park for football next 
fall. 

The license agreement takes 
effect upon signing and expires 
Oct. 31, 2005. It may be renewed 
annually if the partnership ful- 
fills four conditions: provides a 
professional baseball team that 
plays its home games at Wah- 
conah Park; complies with an ex- 
pense formula detailed in the 
agreement; performs all mainte- 


WAHCONAH, continued on A2 


Pittsfield Mayor James Ruberto, left, laughs with Donald ‘Chip’ Elitzer, center, and Jim 
Bouton at Springside House before the Parks Commission meeting started last night. 


Bouton’s 


B\al ov 
group to invest 


$1.5M in Waheonah Park 


WAHCONAH from Al 


nance and repairs, and allows the 
park to be used for “other family 
and community activities on 
dates and at times when no event 
has been scheduled by the club.” 

Under the agreement, Wah- 
conah Park Ine. will invest $1.5 
million in capital improvements 
and facility expenses in the park 
prior to opening day 2005. 


“However, after $1 million is 


expended on the park and to the 
extent that $1.5 million has not 
been fully expended prior to 
opening day: 2005, the club may 
satisfy this requirement by plac- 
ing the unexpended balance in 
escrow for the payment of future 
capital improvements and facility 
expenses,” the document reads. 
“In the event that the club does 
not meet this commitment, then 
this license agreement shall be 
considered null and void. The 
club shall provide the city with a 
financial statement by June 15, 
2005, substantiating that the club 
has paid for capital improve- 
ments and facility expenses equal 
to or exceeding $1.5 million, as 
well as the dedicated escrow 
information, if required.” 


Arrangement on proceeds 


Another provision of the agree- 
ment directs to Wahconah. Park 
Inc. all revenues from ticket sales, 
advertising, broadcast rights and 
concessions. Only the proceeds 
from tickets sold for events or- 
ganized and run by the partner- 
ship will go to the partnership, 
the license states. ; 

Beginning May 15, 2005, the 
city grants to Wahconah Park Inc. 
an exclusive license to use the 
concession facilities at the park 
for 12 months per year during the 
term of the license but ending 
when the license expires. 

“The club shall provide a con- 
cession manager, to be paid from 
concession proceeds, and conces- 
sion equipment for all activities 
in the park during the concession 
term for the benefit of the city 


and the various organizations 
conducting activities in the park,” 
the document reads. “... The club 
is not entitled to any concession 
revenue from high school sports 
or other youth athletic events.” 

The partners do not intend to 
take any management fees or 
salaries from the operation until 
at least 2006, Elitzer told the com- 
mission last night. 

Wahconah Park Inc. aims to 
raise some $3 million from in- 
vestors, he said. The federal regu- . 
lations that govern the type of 
public “offering” that the partner- 
ship intends to make limit the 
total amount raised to $5 million 
from 500 or fewer investors, said 
Elitzer. 

Investors from Pittsfield will be 
sought initially, he said. If enough 
money still has not been raised, 
“then we expand to Berkshire 
County and then to Massa- 
chusetts.” It is unlikely that the 
search for investors will extend 
“to places like New York City,” he 
joked. 

Earlier in the meeting, as he 
urged the commission to endorse 
the license agreement, Mayor 
James M. Ruberto characterized 
the negotiations that produced it . 
as having been “candid and 
straightforward.” 

It was Ruberto’s “vision and 
enthusiasm that got us fired up,” 
Bouton said last night. He also 


praised the efforts of City Sol- 


icitor Christopher Speranzo and 
Pittsfield resident David Potts in 
bringing the parties together and 
in drafting the agreement. 

Parks Commission Chairman 
Michael Filpi noted that the part- 
nership’s proposed investment 
brings to more than $2 million the 
amount: invested in the city’s 
parks, “something that probably 
isn’t going to happen again.” 

This spring, renovations and 
repairs are scheduled to begin on 
other city parks. The work will be 
funded by a $1 million donation 
made by Pittsfield native Law- 
rence A. Bossidy. 





xt 


Wahconah historic 

designation endorsed 
The state historical commission has 

endorsed placing Wahconah Parkon 


the historic register at the local and. 
state levels. - 


Baseball negotiations 
may be close to deal 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


| Baseball 
negotiations 7 
close to deal 


tiations on behalf of the city, while | 
BASEBALL from BI 


Elitzer has represented his South 


PITTSFIELD — The. South 
County partnership interested in 
renovating Wahconah Park and 
bringing a baseball team here is 
close to reach- 


County partners, former major- 
leaguer and author Jim Bouton of 
North Egremont and sports entre- 
preneur Eric Margeneau of Stock- 
bridge. : 


ship negotiates for use of Wah- 
conah Park would be under the 
Parks Commission’s jurisdiction. 


Elitzer said he and Speranzo 


The designation clears the way for 
city officials to seek national historic 
status for the ballpark.“This-is good 
news,” said community services di- 


ing an agree- | 
ment with city 
Off iC asadkc= 
investment 
banker Donald 
“Chip” Elitzer 


rector Jim McGrath. “It’s good tohave 
the park recognized.” 

“Wahconah Parkisa grand place,” 
said ward7 city councilor Joe Guzzo, 
“and is held in:the hearts of most 


“T don’t know if ’'d comment on 
a timetable or when [an agree- 
ment] might be [reached],” Sper- 
anzo said. “But I think the discus- 
sions that we’ve had have gone 
back and forth and have been 


have met in person twice and 
have had several telephone con- 
versations since he and.his part- 
ners accepted Mayor James M. 
Ruberto’s invitation to discuss 





Of Grea a7 renovating Wahconah last month. citizens ... as a place to be preserved 
neon ae very positive, and that nothing is Elitzer and Speranzo both de- and honored.” 
Friday. holding them up.” clined to comment on the spe- McGrath said that the city now. 
“Ty Sant d lit. Rerun : ee sides reach an agree- cifies of the negotiations. . must either utilize volunteers and 
: 0 ment, Speranzo.said the docu- “We're all working on it and we staff or hire: 5 
erally be with- : ment would then have to be eo ees 


in a few days,” said Elitzer, before 
he and City Solicitor Christopher 
Speranzo reach agreement on 
what Elitzer described as a sign- 
able document. 


approved by the Parks Commis- 
sion, which maintains Wahconah 
Park on behalf of the city. Any 


all seem to be satisfied with the 
direction we’re taking,” Elitzer 
said. “I don’t see any reason why 
it should go off track.” 


In 2001, the Parks Commission 


formal application for national his- 
toric status. 


He said the designation recognizes 


a civic asset and also may open doors 
to funding for future upgrades. 

“This makes the park eligible for 
matching grant funds,” hesaid. “This 
just gives us a leg up.” 

State preservation planner Philip 
Bergen, in his letter announcing the 
designation, said“ Wahconah Parkis | 





ease the South County partner- 
turned down their bid to renovate 


x des PELbepatinued a ae Wahconah Park and bring an 


Pee independent minor league base- 
ball team to Pittsfield in favor ofa 
proposal by Jonathan Fleisig, 
who brought a Northern League 
franchise to Pittsfield. 

Fleisig’s franchise, known as 
the Berkshire Black Bears during 
the two years it played in Pitts- 
field, moved to New Haven, 
Conn., last month, leaving Wah- 
conah Park devoid of profession- 
al baseball for the first time since 
1984. 

‘The selection process in 2001 


Fi cee di im | h frees a sheep 
Community services director Jim McGrat ; P 
statue that had been bolted to a flatiron truck fon aeiviexy 

Pittsfield. g ra Se LS her os 


Speranzo has headed the negoy 





Parks commission 
to review compact 
on Wahconah park 


a survivor.” 

Bergen cites the park as “rare in 
the state” with “its wooden grand- 
stand and fencing, western-facing 
playing field and oddly configured 
outfield.” 

Only five minor league ballparks 
are currently listed on the National 


By Tony Dobrowolski_ . 
Berkshire Eagle Staff E 


PITTSFIELD — The Board of 
Park Commissioners tomorrow 
will discuss the proposed license 
agreement reached between city 
officials and the South County 
partnership that is planning to 
bring an-independent league 
baseball team to Wahconah Park. 

The meeting is scheduled for 7 
p.m. at Springside House at 874 
North St. 

The two parties recently reached 
agreement following about six 
weeks of negotiations. Any agree- 
ment to use the park comes under 
the jurisdiction of the Park Com- 
mission, which maintains that 
facility for the city. 

Chairman Michael P Filpi said 
board members will review the 
document before the meeting and 
will probably vote on the licens- 
ing agreement tomorrow night. 

“My hope would be that it will 
all be taken care of [tomorrow] 


‘I don’t think it 
will be a problem.’ 


meeting on March 15 up a week.to 
discuss the licensing agreement. 
It is the only item on the agenda. 
The Board of Parks Commis- 
sioners that served under former 
Mayor Gerald S. Doyle Jr. in Oc- 
tober 2001 rejected a proposal by 
the South County partnership to 
lease Wahconah Park in favor of 
an offer presented by Jonathan 
Fleisig, who moved his then dor- 
mant Northern League franchise 
to Pittsfield. Z 
Fleisig’s team, which became 
the Northeast League’s Berkshire 
Black Bears after moving to Pitts- 
field, officially moved to the New 
Haven, Conn., area in January, 
leaving Wahconah Park devoid of 
professional baseball for the first 


sparked ill will between the 
South County partners and the 
city’s administration at that time. 

Ruberto said he was willing to 
look beyond what occurred three 
years ago in behalf of the greater 
good of the city when he extend- 
ed his invitation to the South 
County partnership last month. 

Last month, Elitzer said the 
South County partnership was 
willing to put at least $1 million of 
its own money into renovating 
4,000 seat Wahconah Park before 
opening day 2005. 

“We're really approaching this 
as if we're doing this on behalf of 
Pittsfield,” Elitzer said. “What's 
going to be good for Pittsfield is 
what we’re trying to accomplish 
here.” 

Looking for a team 

Elitzer said once agreement on 
a signable document is reached, 
the South County partners will 
begin the process of trying to ob- 


Historic Register. McGrath praised 
those who have pushed for the des- 


ignation, saying Wahconah Park “has 
been part of this community for 
many, many years” and has playeda 
role in “community byilding, com- 


munity gathering.” 


City seeks park upgr 


City officials will soon solicit pro- 
fessional assistance to design projects 
that willbe funded with the “Bossidy 
Bucks.” Bee : 

Community services director Jim 
McGrath is working with purchas- 


ing and public works department 


3/7), 2 


See ieee 


heads to develop a “request for quali- 
fications” with the goal of hiring an 
engineer or landscape architect. 

The consultant would work with 
city staff implementing designs -for 
field upgrades to be funded with the. 


‘remainder of a $1 million-donation 


__. ...‘The Pittsfield Gazette August 7, 2003 - 


ade consultant | 


Larry Bossidy made toboost the city’s 
parks. : % 


“This department is good at main-- 
taining things but doesn’t have the’ 


in-house expertise for designing, 
things,” McGrath said of ‘the parks. 


‘department. 


time in 20 years. Fleisig’s team is tain an independent minor a The engineer orarchitect will work. 
night,” Filpi said. “I don’t think it now known as the New Haven > Jeague team. eee " to ensure effective designs and qual-: 
will be a problem.” County Cutters. E 2 


Both City Solicitor Christopher 
Speranzo and South County part- 
ners Jim Bouton of North Egre- 
mont and Donald B. “Chip” Elit- 
zer of Great Barrington will be in 
attendance, Filpi said. The board 
moved its regularly scheduled 


None of the five current park 
commissioners were members of 
the board three years ago. The 
South County group is hoping to 
place an independent league 
team in 2008.) k ‘| open- 


ing day 2005. } dh ay 


Bouton wants to finish what he started 


BOUTON from Ci 


positioned 15 feet to the side and 
was addressed as “sir” and allowed 
to smoke a cigar, the batter could 
dictate a high (belt to shoulder) or 
low (belt to knee) strike zone, foul 
balls didn’t count as strikes and 
batters hit by a pitch didn’t go to 
first. : 

There also existed a “Gentle- 
man’s ruling,” meaning if the 
umpire didn’t have a clear view of 
a play, he could request players or 
fans to tell him what happened 
and his call could be reversed. 

Bouton helped assemble the 
Pittsfield Hillies with business 
partner Chip Elitzer, who also is 
behind restoring the park. The 
team is made up of former high 
school, college and pro players 
from the Berkshires area. 

ESPN, using one of its regular 
baseball production crews, 
brought in extra lighting and set 
up scaffolding for extra camera 








positions for a park that’s never 
had a night-time broadcast. 

“A lot of baseball fans don’t 
know a lot of this history and when 
they actually see teams playing 
with smaller gloves and long bats, 
no batting gloves, the pureness of 
the game will give viewers an idea 
how it looked and sounded,” said 
ESPN Classic producer Mark 
Durand. : 

“Our goal is always try to bring 
history back to life and connect 
the generations, and this is a great 
example of it. The game isn’t 
scripted, so it has all the drama of 
a live event. We'll bring a lot of 
context to the telecast. I mean, it’s 
baseball on Fourth of July week- 
end, a game many still consider 
the national pastime, as American 
as apple pie. As the sport has 
evolved into a big business, here’s 
a place that harkens to a time 
much simpler. There’s a certain 


Getting back to his battle to 
refurbish Wahconah Park versus 
those who wanted a new stadium 
in Pittsfield, Mass., Bouton says he 
now understands why today’s 
media often strays from objectivity 
when it reports about these new 
projects backed by corporations 
and land developers. 

“The sportswriters are the drum 
beaters and they somehow feel the 
new stadium exalts them in some 
way, said Bouton, who says -he 
always had a great relationship 
with the press when he played, 
especially with the New York 
Yankees in the 1960s, because of 
his willingness to speak his mind. 
“They feel a new stadium puts sta- 
tus on them and they’re somehow 
big league. : 

“It hardly matters what the local 
papers here say anymore. We're 
national press now. Maybe that’s 
why they’ve started to treat us with 


purity to it. This will be ajreal gel- 
ebration of the game.) | ore fairness.” 
D 


t 


— 


oe eo ee society ouiesnt proional asian, with men 
ship about placing a team in school grounds oe es ers stressing a desire to havea local - 
& -Wanconah Park spring, summer an acid at firm if possible. Having someone who 
1 Frank Boulton, chief executive The mee North St. can: attend public meetings and re- 
- officer of the independent At- igen March 18, at 6:30. spond promptly toconstruction con-_ 
lantic League, told The Eagle last ae east one representative cernsisessential, commissioners said. - 
fall he frould oe Ee fi each organization is strong One Bossidy. Bucks” project is 
to Pittsfield and take a look at ae ouraged to attend and slated to go forward in the interim. — 
Weliconah a8 a possible site #05 2 ead pring tentative or con- McGrath said that a procurement — 
_ team foranew ete ak firmed schedules for practices process will soon begin for the con- 
3 oe foe forts Cee and games, as w9ll\¥s referred struction of a third softball field at 
e Boulton, however, spoke to The fields they would Jk B ee oe complex on 
a re the South County enedict Koad. : 
ee began negotiations Parks department staff will do the 
O° with the city. He oan be bulk of the work on that project, with 
'Y reached for comment Friday. 
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“Tt’s important that we have a 
document that the city and I 
believe is signable,” Elitzer said. 
“Once you get to that point, you 
don’t have to do everything 
sequentially. 

“We will probably do explorato- 
ry discussions (about obtaining a 
team) once we have a verbal 
handshake on a document,” he 
said. 

Northeast League Commis- 
sioner Miles Wolff said recently 


can be 
@berk- 


Oo 


Tony Dobrowflski 


reached at & wols 
shireeagle.cony Sy 


By Tom Hoffarth 
Los Angeles Daily News 
t was late in 2000, and the former major-league 
l pitcher whose breakout book, “Ball Four,” 
opened a whole new chapter of tell-all sports 
journalism back in the 1970s, wasn’t about to qui- 
etly watch a national baseball landmark just be left 
abandoned. 

Wahconah Park in Pittsfield, Mass., which start- 
ed holding games in 1892 and is the oldest existing 
minor-league park in the country, is nestled in the 
Berkshire mountains about a half-hour north from 
Bouton’s home in North Egremont. It was about to 
be tossed aside by city officials who were gung-ho 
on building a new $18.5 million stadium after the 
local Single-A affiliate of the Houston Astros 
moved to Troy, N.Y. 

Bouton’s simple plan: Raise private money, fix 
up the city-owned field at no cost to the taxpayers 
and bring in a new team. The townspeople even 
voted three times against the building of the new 
stadium because it wanted to preserve Wahconah 
Park. 

The only people against Bouton’s idea were the 
mayor, his parks commissioners, the biggest bank 
in town, the local newspaper and a high-powered 
guy from General Electric. 

Bouton chronicled his comical battle against all 
of them in his self-published diary, “Foul Ball,” 
which came out in 2003. The book ended with the 
parks commission voting down his plan and giving 
another businessman a shot at reviving the park. 

But things changed quickly. The latest local 
team, the Berkshire Black Bears, barely lasted a 
season. A new mayor took office in January 2004. 
And Bouton’s three-man investment group, which 


Parks Dept. 
sets meeting on 
city field use 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Community Services/ 
Parks and Recreation Depart- 
ment has announced that it will 
host a meeting with all athletic 
leagues and organizations that 


ity construction. tes: 
‘The consultant is also expected ta. 


advise the city ona timeline to-com=" 


plete field work, which is a major 


concern because of.an expected | 
~ dominoeffect as some fields willclose 


during construction. 

- “Itmay require us looking outside 
the:box.and finding some new areas ~ 
[for some activities],” said McGrath. 
~The parks commission on Mon- 
day endorsed the plan to seek the 


an outside firm to be hired to put up 
fencing including a backstop. - 
~ “That field will be ready to go for 


_— 


For Jim Bouton, a vintage moment indeed — 


‘The sportswriters are the drum 
beaters and they somehow feel 
the new stadium exalts them in 
some way; said Bouton ‘It hardly 
matters what the local papers 
here say anymore. We’re nation- 
al press now. Maybe that’s why 
they have started to treat us 
with more fairness: 





pledged $1.5 million to restore Wahconah Park 
and field a team, looked pretty good again. 

In March, the parks commission approved 
Bouton’s plan. 

In May, baseball historian John Thorne discov- 
ered the existence of a document that traced the 
existence of “base ball” to Pittsfield, Mass., back to 
1791, which the National Baseball Hall of Fame 
dubbed as “irrefutable” evidence of the first writ- 
ten reference to the game ever found. 

Tomorrow, as part of the Fourth of July weekend 
programming, ESPN Classic will set aside three 
hours (4-7 p.m.) to televise what’s called a 
“Vintage Base Ball” game live from Wahconah 
Park between the Hartford Senators and Pittsfield 
Hillies, two amateur clubs who'll use uniforms, 
equipment and conduct under the rules of the 
game as they were in 1886. 

“The baseball gods are smiling on us,” Bouton 
said Wednesday from the park, where he was help- 


the next girls’ softball season,” said 


McGrath. ae 


ing with preparations for the game and telecast. 
Bouton explained how he started a relationship 
with those at ESPN in April when he was invited 
to testify at a mock trial about the New York 
Yankees. Thorne, one of baseball’s noted histori- 


ans, told Bouton about an Internet search that sug- — 


gested the existence of a Pittsfield city document 
from 1793 that specifically mentioned a sport 
called “base ball” could not be played within 80 
feet of a public building. If found, it could one of — 
the game’s most important pieces of history. 

While Bouton was planning the July 4 exhibition 
game with new Mayor James Ruberto, the city 
library found the document, two years older than 
originally thought. 

“Tt looked like the original version of the Magna 
Carta,” Bouton said, “the most beautiful thing P’'d 
seen in a long time.” 


Bouton contacted ESPN about the story and also — : 


mentioned the vintage game he was planning. 
ESPN Classic, which has been looking to do more 
live events, jumped on it but asked that it be 


moved to July 3 for a better programming position. ss 


Ron Thulin will do the play-by-play, and former 
big-league pitcher and frequent vintage player Bill 
Lee will provide the color. Bouton will be hooked 
up with a microphone as he talks about the park’s 
history from the stands. He then will go to the 
bullpen to warm up just in case the Pittsfield 
Hillies needs the 65-year-old knuckleballer to 
throw an inning. 


The game telecast will be more of a live history uae 
lesson. Under the rules used nearly 140 years ago, a _ 


batter needed seven balls for a walk, the umpire was 
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Parking plan 
doubles spots 
at Wahconah 


By D.R. BahIman ne 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — A plan to 
improve and expand space for ve- 
hicles at Wahconah Park was en- 
dorsed Monday by the Parks Com- 
mission. 


The exhibition 
game between the 
Pittsfield Hillies and 

Hartford Senators at 
ine. the partnership that wil as. Wahconah will be on 
sume full management of the park July 3; instead of July 
next year under a license agree- A, because ESPN 


ment with the city, the plan envi- 
sions an increase in parking capac- i Hi 
ity from the current 225 spaces to Classic p lans a' live 
550, drainage improvements and broadcast. 

eventual establishment of a recre- _ 

ational area along the lot’s western 


perimeter on the bank of the the park. 
Housatonic River. Scalise and James McGrath, the 


Plans call for planting trees and city’s director of community serv- 
a grassy “biofilter” strip along the ices, told Garivaltis that the pro- 
riverbank, James Scalise of SK Cess 1S governed by state law and 


Design Group told the commis- that the plan fulfills the require- 
sion. ments of law and regulation; 


Scalise offered to give Garivaltis 
Work also at Clapp Park selon incliiick binder of ght 
As the work will be performed nical documents that support the 
in a wetland resource area, state plan, but he declined. — 
law requires that the attendant  Garivaltis, the unpaid manager 
disruption of the resource area be Of the Pittsfield Hillies, an ama- 
compensated for by the establish- teur team being formed by Wah- 
ment of a resource area elsewhere. conah Park Inc., asked the com- 
Since the site cannot accommo- mission’s “indulgence” to allow 
date sufficient compensation, the him time to review the plan. Elit- 
plan calls for extensive improve- zer said Wahconah Park Inc. can ill 
ments to the Housatonic riverbank afford any delay if its goal of 
‘at Clapp Park, said Scalise. breaking ground on improvements 
The plan will result in “two-for- to the park before summet’s end is 
one” compensation, said Scalise, t be achieved. : 
and will benefit both parks by im- _ “We need to be fully permitted,” 
proving the appearance and envi- he said. : 
ronmental health of their river- _ Noting that the partnership has 
banks. An official of the Massa- invested considerable time and 
chusetts Environmental Policy Act money in coming up with a suit- 
unit, the arm of the state Depart- able plan, Elitzer said the environ- 


ment of Environmental Protection mental aspects of the Wahconah 
that reviews such plans, has Park improvement project are of 


“walked the site,” Scalise said. __ feat concern to the partnership. 
SK Design has been retained by We knew that whatever we did 
Wahconah Park Inc., whose princi- would be watched very closely by 
pals include investment banker the environmental watchdogs,” he 
Donald B. “Chip” Elitzer of Great sald ope ee) 
Barrington and former New York Garivaltis withdrew his request, 
Yankees pitcher Jim Bouton of declaring that he did not wish to 
South Egremont. Elitzer and Bou- delay the start of work on im- 
ton attended the meeting. provements to Wahconah Park. 


Charles P. Garivaltis, who was Exhibition on July 3 


atending his fist Fats Com, pas, Bier and Bouton wo 
the panel, said that he has “grave the commission’s endorseme nt of 
eoncerne? about the plan and their plan to present an exhibition 
requested more time to review it. baseball. game ‘ay Walconah Park 
Garivaltis said he could not ©? Saturday, July 3; instead of the 
understand why compensation was °"ginally scheduled oo ih eval ‘ 
necessary, and even if it is, why it d ae cae on oe Bae 
had to occur at Clapp Park and not a Saunt Net cae ; 
elsewhere. He wondered aloud assic plans a live broade as of a 
why the dam in the Housatonic game between the Pittsfield Hil- 
River near Wahconah Park could ues ane og crtord Scuaior 
not simply be removed, a step that that will be played under 19th-cen- 
he saidswould a6 alone Way t0- tury rules. The July 3 date will bet- 


ward solving drainage problems at PARKING, continued on B4 


Parking lot to be expanded 


PARKING from Bi “ties will be coordinated. A 15- 
: minute fireworks display will fol- 
low the baseball game July-3; if the 
game is rained out, the display will 
be combined with the parade com- 
mittee’s fireworks show July 4. 


D.R. Bahlman can be reached at 
dbahlman @berkshireeagle.com. 


ter accommodate the sports net- 
work’s schedule and permit sched- 
uling of a “rain date” Sunday, July 
4, Elitzer said. 

The partnership has consulted 
with the Pittsfield Fourth of July 
Parade Committee, said Bouton, 

and the holiday weekend’s activi- 


NEY 


Julie A. Brown / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Relaxing in the park 


Walter Burkett of F ittsfield watches t e fount ; P uare w ene okes h Ss 
J 
h fi ain in ark Sq re hil h sm 1 


f his afternoon in this spot. 
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ts use of Clapp for Wahconah remediation ; 


Garivaltis cited “grave concerns” “Sincewe'retryingtomaximizepark- he said. McGrath termed the mitiga- 
ing, wedon’thaveroomatWahconah tion at Clapp is a “win-win” situa- 
tion that will speed the renovation. 


Despite the reservations of one part of a renovation of Wahconah 


member, the parks commission on Park. The commission voted 5-0 in about the concept. eS 
Jim Scalise of SK Design said that Park,” said Scalise. 


Mondayendorsedallowingenviron- favor of the plan put forward by 


mental remediation at Clapp Parkas Wahconah Park, Inc, though Charles as part ofanupgradein environmen- 


He proposed instead doingsome But  Garivaltis 


City baseball bylaw 
held no meaning for 
an earlier discoverer 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — Imagine finding 
oe by accident that you suspect 
as some significance, but ‘ 
oe you’re not sure 
Then imagine being that same e i 
erson 
when someone else four years hich qe mut a shat ne nee iP 


the same discovery, also by accident, ex- idea that it was important 


cept that this person im i 
niceeisiRbe ace mediately recog- to the world? 


Donald L. Lutes Jr. of Pittsfield recent- 


ly found out how that feels 
et : that states that Abner D s 
= na ve es of the Berkshire leged” to have laid out ae es a 
nee yy hea te and man- field in Cooperstown in 1839. F hot fr 
oe s oh association’s quarterly the encyclopedia definition iat Ee 
aes sleet a8 Genealogist, un- provides a small editorial Bh Po 
ee ee le ae eee 1791 “Could Pittsfield have jumped the hie. 
} cae nown men-- cal gun b 2 i 
NOV é 'y Over 48 years? 
a se as a ae ee indexing _Pittsfield’s 1791 byl predates the pre 
e Berkshi - vi i f 
ore ie eae a ben vious earliest known reference to baseball 


: by 32 years. But Lutes 
In April 2003, baseball historian John that 1823 reference. Be ore Pe 


yas pt vision, N.Y., uncovered a ref- fan. 
nce to the same bylaw while doin “We di ish i 
g e did publish it,” Lut i 
becané cat pe emit The information ring to the bylaw’s mublidicion of Ve 
rlier this month. shire Genealogist. “B i i 
Thorn’s find put Pittsfield on i eae tt ceo 
the base- no idea that it was i 
bln oe 3 t as Important to the world, 
: py of the bylaw is Everything fell i 
at the Baseball Hall of Fame j Tecate WA 
of 1 in Coop- Thorn at the right time, beautif lly.” 
ee De is it will be on display The Berkshire Family History Ae 
ibit that opens June 12. tion Inc. is a nonprofit educational organ 
vate founded in 1975 that is dedicated 
0 advancing the knowled 
Can Lutes prove he discove iati ayo al 
red the Ing and appreciat ily hi 
pnt Peters dao did? A portion of the genealogy. . ees 
Ww mous document is published in The edition of Berkshi i 
nent is [ shire Ge i 
ae ire Genealogist’s Winter 2000 edi- Which Pittsfield’s baseball St 
a : ae be found on the next-to-last lished also contains articles on Shays’ Re. 
pag of the magazine, under the heading bellion of 1786, a cumulative census of the 
fone Interesting Pittsfield Prohibj. town of Peru from 1790 to 1920, an 1876 
Ss. map of the western section of Gre t Bar- 
a the bylaw, Lutes placed an ex- mgton and old gravestone inepie 
pt trom the Encyclopedia Britannica BASEBALL, continued on B4 
; ed on 


‘We did publish it’ said 
Lutes, Managing editor of 
Berkshire Genealogist. 


Published in local quarterly 
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ee 
| Baseball bylaw held little 
meaning to early discoverer 


BASEBALL from B 
1 around a year, before telling for- 


mer Yankees pitcher and author 
Jim Bouton about his find when 
the two men met while filming a 
television show on ESPN. 

Bouton, Part of a partnership 
that 1s renovating Wahconah Park 
notified Pittsfield officials about 
Thorn’s historic find, and a press 
conference at City Hall attracted 
national media attention about 


from Pittsfield cemeteries. 

Lutes said he discovered the 
bylaw while making indexes for 
old publications at the athenaeum 
something he has done for around 
16 years. 

Lutes said he found a handwrit- 
ten copy of Pittsfield’s now famous 
see while indexing the Edward 

: urow collection, a 53-vol- two weeks ag. 
bene onal docu- A mention or the bylaw havin 
fee wee cen organized been published in Berkshire Get 
P A ealogist was included in the press 
Research in 1972 notes that were handed out to 
members of the media who at- 
tended the City Hall news confer- 
ence. But none of the reporters in 
attendance, including those from 
ee wee York Times and The 
sae d ae 
aoe ae mentioned it in 
The information was included 
on the second page of notes about 
the history of the document sup- 
plied by the athenaeum’s local his- 


Knurow was researchin i 
Cit 

Hall record books in 1972 hen fe 

copied Pittsfield’s baseball bylaw 

along with several other docu- 
ments that outlined the construc- 
tion of the city’s 18th-century 
meeting house, according to infor- 
mation supplied by the athena- 
eum. 

F “The first thing I thought of — 

m not a baseball fan — is that I to 

Il fa ry and genealogy depart 
ee pasa didn t go back that According to nee oe “since 
ae - ig I just put it a publication of the document in 
‘ or the magazine. I 0 the library has recej 
pet find it a year before J eral requests for Tene a 
it. : cerning its existence and h 5 
ee said he had no idea that Plied copies from mmierofian (6 
wi ‘ e had discovered would interested researchers.” 

t s oot national significance. _ Lutes is happy that Thorn re- 
aE ee no, I never did,” ceived credit for finding the bylaw 
a : pas a it proved there ee miffed that no one noticed the 

ort of aberration j; ocu : i ion in hi 

Sl ae ation in Tegan 8 earlier mention in his 

lorn also discovered the b af i i 
ylaw _ 4 Was just a little ticked that 

a accident, in a history of Pitts. information was given to ee 
oie he was Published in 1869 and nobody used it,” he said 
while he was doing research on the Tony Di j ; 

tony Dobrowolski can be reached 


Thorn said he Sat on his find for com. a e 


remained 


—— tally sensitive areas at Wahconah, mitigation along the Housatonic unconvinced. “I don’t have enough 
the partnership needs to mitigate the River at Clapp Park. Scalise said that information, I don’t feel comfortable 
wetlands impact by improving an theworkatClapp —involvingplant- with this,” he said. 


area twice as large as the affected ing treesand shrubs for wildlife habi- 


property. 
While most of the environmental 


tat — would help both parks. 


Garivaltis sought to table the is- 
-sue, which would preclude consid- 
“We looked at a lot of alternatives eration of the Wahconah upgrade at 


upgrades will take place at and this is a fairly unusable areain a June 3 conservation commission 
Wachonah, another wetlands site is my opinion where we can do anim- meeting. 


needed to meet the state-required provement,” he said. “I’m just ask- 


Chip Elitzer, one of the principals 


compensation standard thatrequires ing permission to planttreesonyour of Wahconah Park, Inc., said doing 


upgrading twice as much “dis- property.” 
tressed” land as is impacted 


all the excess mitigation at Clapp is 
Community services director Jim “achance to satisfy the [environmen- 


“Becauseit’satwo-to-oneratiowe McGrathsupportedtheconcept,say- tal] requirement with one blow.” 


ran short of square footage,” said ing it helps Clapp Park while also 
Scalise. - 


He said a delay would hurt his 


= aiding the privately funded group’s plan to upgrade Wahconah 

Part of the project at Wahconah Wahconah upgrades. “Wahconah fornext season.” Before we canbegin 
involves an expansion of the parking Park, Inc., is making a valiant effort construction and rehabilitation of 
lot — hoping to effectively double to restore Wahconah Park and the. Wahconah Park, we need to be fully 
thenumber of usable parking spaces. city has pledged to helpinany way,” permitted.” he said. 
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Nomination 
creates sparks 
on parks board 


PITTSFIELD. — The Massachusetts — 
Historical Commission has determine 
that Springside House is eligible for listing 
on the National Register of Historic 
Places. ee 

Springside House is a “rare, surviving 


Springside House eligible for register 





By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — Mayor James 
M. Ruberto has nominated for- 
mer City Councilor Charles 
Garivaltis for a seat on the city’s 
Parks Commission, an appoint- 
ment in synch with Garivaltis’ 
advocacy for Pittsfield’s playing 
fields but a move that has 
angered the current chairman of 
the commission. 

Ruberto will send Garivaltis’ 
nomination to: the City Council 
on Tuesday. If a majority of the 
11 councilors approve, Garivaltis 
will be appointed to a five-year 
term on the board that oversees 
the more than 30 parks in the 
city. He will fill the seat currently 
held by Jane Bresnahan. 


Former sports star 


Garivaltis served on the City 
Council from 1980 to 1982 and 
on the School Committee from 
1978 to 1980. He has been an 
advocate for the city’s playing 
fields, championing the restora- 
tion of the baseball diamonds 
and football gridirons where he 
was a star athlete in high school. 

“Chuck Garivaltis is a true life- 
long contributor to this commu- 
nity,” Ruberto said. “He has a 
passion for many things, the 
parks being one of them. I see 
him as a product of the Pittsfield 
park system and someone who 
certainly excelled while playing 
in our parks and as someone who 
is committed to improving the 
whole notion of recreation in the 
city of Pittsfield.” 

He was one of eight candidates 
for the four at-large council seats 
in 2003, and finished fifth, trail- 
ing Matthew M. Kerwood by 299 
yotes. He was heavily supported 





Eagle file 
Charles Garivaltis 


in that race by Lawrence Bossidy, 
the former CEO of Honeywell 
Inc. who donated $1 million to 
the parks when his bid to bring a 
minor league baseball team to 
Pittsfield failed. 

Garivaltis said in a telephone 
interview yesterday that he hopes 
to use his seat on the Parks 
Commission to become an even 
stronger voice for the renovation 
of the city’s parks and playing 
fields. 

“The playing fields in the parks 
have been, and are in, pretty 
much a deplorable state, and one 
of the things I would like to do, 
and one of my priorities, will be 
to get them up to the standard we 
are historically used to here in 
Pittsfield,” Garivaltis said. “That 
means keeping the grass mowed, 
the fields free of rocks and peb- 
bles, and to get the fields up to 
the level of high school or low- 
level professional.” 


PARKS, continued on B4 


example of 19th century Pittsfield country 
estate,” an announcement from the com- 
mission stated. The commission added — 
that the grounds and the property’s trans- 
formation from an estate to a city park 
have historical significance and detailed 
information on both must be included in 
any request for National Register status. 

The application to the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission was submitted in 
February by the city’s Department of 

~ Community Services in-tesponse to a peti- 
tion filed by Councilor at Large Matthew 
Kerwood requesting that historical status 
be sought for Springside House. 

The next step for the city is to work with 
the Massachusetts Historical Commission 
to determine what information would be 
necessary for an application to the 
National Register. 

“I am pleased that the Massachusetts 
Historic Commission shares my view on 
the historic value of this grandold house.” 
said Kerwood. “Springside House and the 
surrounding gardens and parkland are the 
jewel of the city’s park system and I am 
hopeful that historic designation will 


2arks nomination causes some sparks <7/¢ / 4 


ARKS from Bi 
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Bresnahan said she was not sur- 
rised that Ruberto was replacing 
er, but she was disappointed at 
ow he handled the nomination. 
ihe said Ruberto never called or 
rote to tell her that he would not 
eappoint her. 

“We have done more in 18 
nonths than previous commis- 
ions had done in years,” Bres- 
iahan said. “It wasn’t. my choice 
to leave], and it would have been 
lice if [Ruberto] had called me 
ind told me. I guess I was 
raised differently. Common cour- 
lesy would have been that you 
ralled.” 

Bresnahan added, “I believe the 
sitting mayor has the right to 
choose who they want on various 
commissions and committees, and 
I would have liked to have thought 
that, based on my participation 
and involvement in the parks, that 
I would have been able to contin- 
ue. But it’s his choice.” 





He said he had not spoken with 
Bresnahan yesterday. 

Michael Filpi, chairman of the 
Parks Commission, who was nom- 
inated by former Mayor Sara 
Hathaway and supported her dur- 
ing her losing campaign against 
Ruberto, said he has no specific 
objection to Garivaltis serving on 
the panel but criticized Ruberto’s 
handling of the appointment. He 
said Bresnahan has been an excel- 
lent commissioner. 

Filpi said he learned of Ruber- 
to’s decision to nominate Gari- 
valtis two weeks ago and asked the 
mayor then to notify Bresnahan 
that she was not being reappoint- 
ed. 

“When Mr. Ruberto got elected, 
he said he was going to interview 
everybody [in the government] 
and get the pulse of what is hap- 
pening in Pittsfield, and not neces- 
sarily get rid of everybody appoint- 

ed by Hathaway,” Filpi said. 

“I have been involved in this city 
for 20 years now, and I have come 
across very few people who are as 


Wahconah Park to the Berkshire 
Black Bears, snubbing an offer 
from a group that included author 
and former New York Yankee Jim 
Bouton. The Black Bears played 
two seasons and left, and Bouton 
wrote “Foul Ball,” a book critical 
of the baseball fight. 

In 2002, Mayor Hathaway made 
a clean sweep of the board, replac- 
ing all five members. 

Last year, the new commission 
sparked controversy with its han- 
dling of Bossidy’s $1 million gift. It 
was criticized by some in the com- 
munity for moving too slowly to 
spend the money. Then it was 
attacked for spending some of the 
donation on playground and main- 
tenance equipment instead of 
using the entire sum to improve 
the playing fields. 

Garivaltis said he is confident he 
will be able to work amicably with 
his fellow commissioners. “They 
are all dedicated people, and they 
all have the same outlook that I 
have: To have a parks system that 
is going to be brought up to the 
standards that we have been used 


glory.” . 
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Ruberto relocates two dep 


Mayor James Ruberto is playing musical chairs with municipal facilitate, not hinder, the 


offices. = - Se aks 

The conservation office has relo- 
cated from the Berkshire Athenaeum 
to Springside House, which also re- 
mains the base of the parks depart- 
ment. 

Ruberto next plans to move the 
Retired & Senior Volunteer Program 
— which has been based recently at 
both the Froio Senior Center and the 
South Street visitors’ center — to the 
library. 

“The move from both the visitors 
center and senior center to the li- 
brary is made to provide a perma- 
nent home for RSVP and to focus all 
the activities at the tourist center on 
tourism,” said Ruberto. 

The mayor met with members of 
the RSVP program on Tuesday morn- 
ing to discuss concerns they have 
with the latest shift. 

A member of RSVP asked the Ga- 
zette to attend the session, which 
took place at the Froio center. 

RSVP director Normalyn Powers 
demanded the Gazette reporter exit, 
declaring that the session was a “ pri- 
vate meeting.” Ruberto had not yet 
arrived and was not aware of Pow- 
ers’ action. 

In a subsequent interview, the 
mayor said he appreciates the con- 
cerns of RSVP members. 

“T think the folks at RSVP have 
concerns and they’ re quite justified,” 
hesaid. “The RSVP group providesa 
wonderful service to the community 


Springside House, the former Stephens estate, 
late Donald B. and Lawrence K. Miller along 


father, Berkshire Eagle publisher Kelton B. Miller, had given the city in 1910 and 1912. 


bring with it the resources needed to 
restore Springside House to its former 


“I would like to thank Mr. McGrath 
[Director of Community Services James 
McGrath] from the Parks Department 
and the two researchers he used to put 
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and over the last number of years 
they've been asked to move quite 
regularly.” 

But Ruberto said he wants the visi- 
tors center— which he is now allow- 
ing the Berkshire Visitors Bureau to 
manage — should serve solely as a 
tourism facility, not a support space 
for other programs. 

The mayor also says that provid- 
ing RSVP office space at the Froio 
Center tookaway from the building’s 
primary mission, the programs spon- 
sored by the council on aging. 

“The other intent of this shuffle is 
to allow the senior center and council 
on aging to have access to the space 
they need to comfortably accommo- 
date their program,” he said. 

Ruberto says he told RSVP mem- 
bers that he appreciates their efforts 
and hopes they continue to volun- 
teer at the visitors center. 

“The city tremendously appreci- 
ates the energy they've provided to 
the information center both in its 
newest location and in the old kiosk 
on Park Square,” he said. “The suc- 
cess we've realized as a community 
in providing this service is 100 per- 
cent the result of their efforts.” 

Ruberto said that while the visi- 
tors bureau will manage the center 
and provide a full-time professional 
staffer, the RSVP volunteers will re- 
main a crucial part of the operation. 
And he said the move is meant to 


was donated to the city in 1939 by the 
with 74 acres to augment land their 


together the application for this request. 
Their hard work has been validated by the — 

_ commission’s 
Springside House. is eligible for’ the 
National Register. Without them we — 
would not be where we are with this,” _ 
Kerwood added. ) 
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organization’s varied volunteer 
placements. : 
“The role we anticipate they will 
play is exactly the role they have 
been playing,” he said. “We need 
enthusiastic volunteers committed to 
Pittsfield to serve in the day-to-day 
efforts.” — = | 

The switch to the library raises 
several issues for RSVP members, _ 
including a lack of parking in the 
area. Both the Froio Center and visi- 
tors center locations have available « 
on-site parking, 3 

“We have to solve that piece of the 
puzzle and we haven't yet,” said 
Ruberto. 

But the mayor said on the whole * 
the switch to the library should be a 
benefit. “It was important for me to 
find the best office space to move 
them to,” he said. “They have been 
asked to make many moves.” 

Conservation agent Caleb Mitchell N 
has already vacated the conserva- | 
tion office that wasinthelibrary and © 
moved to Springside House. sa) 

Following what Ruberto termed ~ 
“infrastructure work,” the mayor 
said he expects to officially relocate ( 


RSVP in the next few weeks. 


The mayor said he was happy to 
meet with the RSVP members on 
Tuesday and left the door open to 
follow-up sessions if issues arrive 
following the move: “These are vol- 
unteers who have given incredible 
hours to the community,” he said. 
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Ruberto apologizes intelligent and thoughtful as Mrs. ee past ae ‘I Reise ae = ie 
: nts, Bresnahan is. To me, this is a is nomination will go or r 
Toldot Breed siomne the City Council for approval Monday, May 24, 2004 “SRE. 


Ruberto apologized for failing to 
notify her in advance. “It’s unfor- 
tunate, and I apologize to Ms. 
Bresnahan. She received word 
before I had the opportunity to 
talk with her, and it is clearly my 
responsibility to make certain that 
doesn’t happen, so I truly do apol- 
ogize.” 





Derailed 


The Head Start education program on Fenn Street has issued a call for help in the wake of vandalism 
this past week that damaged the organization's “tot spot” playground. As part of a citywide park 
beautification program on June 12, city parks director Jim McGrath is seeking volunteers to help fix the 
Head Start equipment. Anyone willing to help that day at Head Start ora city park may call McGrath at 
499-9343. 


tremendous loss for the city of 
Pittsfield, especially the way the 
mayor has handled it.” 

The Parks Commission has been 
at the center of controversies in 
the recent past. 

In 2001, it was heavily criticized 
by many when it opted to grant the 
rights to field a baseball team in 


Tuesday night. The meeting will 
start at 7:30 in the council cham- 
bers and will be broadcast live by 
Pittsfield Community. Television, 
which is channel 18 for Time War- 
ner cable subscribers. 


SN i Nae Se 
Jack Dew can be reached at 
jdew @berkshireeagle.com. 
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Canine 
cavorting 


Above, Pat Cotton, left, and Gail 
Kenny, both of Pittsfield, take pic- 
tures of their dogs at Pittsfield 
Common yesterday before the 
start of the Berkshire Humane 
Society’s 10th annual ‘Bark in 
the Park.’ Some 300 people, 
accompanied by about 200 dogs, 
participated in the event. At left, 
the 1.5-mile dog walk begins on 
First Street. ee 


| / Berkshire Eagle Staff 











1omecoming” parade 
e reactivation of the 


Wahconal set for live telecast 


continued from page 1 

Hillies will precede the game, which 
will follow nineteenth century rules 
and customs. 

ESPN was attracted by the recent 
publicity Pittsfield has received fol- 
lowing discovery ofa 1791 ordinance 
regulating baseball games, believed 
to be the earliest written reference to 
the sport. 

“Thetimingis superb,” said Elitzer. 
“This is an excellent opportunity to 
reinforce what already has been na- 
tional and international news.” 

Wahconah Park, Inc. had planned 
the vintage competition before dis- 
covery of the document — but what 
had been seen as a local promotional 
event has now mushroomed. 

“This will be the first meeting of 
the Pittsfield Hillies and Hartford 
Senators in 74 years,” he said. 

The partnership — assisted by the 
parks commission — plans several 
quick efforts to highlight Wahconah 
Park’s historic aspects in prepara- 
tion for the game. 

The existing electronic scoreboard 
will be covered up and temporarily 


coordinating efforts in the event of a 
rain delay and perhaps having the 
committee coordinate the small 
“homecoming” parade forthe Hillies. 

Lew Markham, president of the 
parade committee, said the 


Wahconah group plans a $5,000 15- : 
minute fireworks display, halfofhis _ 
group’s plan for the following night. 


He said working together in the 


event of inclement weather — com- | 
bining the fireworks shows — is pos- ; 
sible. “We have no problem with 


that,” he said. 


Time Warner Cable Pittsfield fea- ; 


tures ESPN Classic on channel 67 of 
its standard service tier. 


| _a aan — 


transformed into, a, manually oper- | 


ated board. 
A modern sign at the park's exte- 


rior will be replaced by a more clas- | 


sically styled, old-fashioned sign. 


Elitzer also promised “aquickand 
dirty spray paint job to cover much |. 
of the [existing] Mets blue” at the | 
park. An existing chain link fence |. 
and concession stands will be re- |. 
moved and a large temporary tent | 


for “Taste of the Berkshires” vendors 
will be instailed. 
The television exposure will also 


allow the partnership to try forsome | 


unexpected revenue. 
“We're looking to sell some adver- 


tising boards in the outfield,” he 
said. “Suddenly we have reason to | 


believe those spaces will becomecon- 


siderably more valuable, at least for | 


one night.” 


Extra bleachers will be installed 
and roped-off outfield “standing” | 
areas for pedestrians — a feature of | 


vintage baseball — may be created. 
“We hope to sell 4,000 tickets,” 
said Elitzer. “We expect substantially 
more demand than supply.” 
Parks commissioner chairman 
Gene Nadeau said the plan sounds 


great, buthe wondered why the game } 


is taking place at night. 
“You are going to great lengths to 
make a vintage ball game,” he said, 


| 


“but this was before baseball was | 


played under the lights... How are 
you going to explain that?” 

“That’s what you call an anachro- 
nism,” said Elitzer.- 

Jim Bouton, another principal in 
the group, said the game will actu- 
ally be a hybrid of several areas. 

“There will be 1880s rules but the 
uniforms willbe early 1900s,” he said. 
“It’s a combination of being authen- 
tic with the rules and the spirit.” 

Wachonah Park Inc. willsponsora 
small fireworks show following the 
game on July 3; the Pittsfield Parade 
Committee still plans to utilize 
Wahconah Park as the base for its 
larger fireworks display on July 4. 

Elitzer said talks have been ongo- 
ing with the parade committee about 


€ BNI SY 


j 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


The Pittsfield Gazette August 5, 2004 


Park politics entangle Bossidy Bucks 


We must thank them, brave men and women all, for 
risking their lives for the rest of us. They stare down 
loaded gun barrels and sleep among land mines. I do 


- not mean our fighting troops overseas. | mean our 


Parks Commission. : 
What is it about this panel? In most towns, parks 
ranks up there in excitement with the Fence Viewers 
- Board and the Cemetery Commission. In Pittsfield, 
however, it’s like Michael Moore showing his film in 
presidential hometown Crawford, Texas. There’s up- 
roar and daggers. There’s yelling “fire” in a crowded 
theater. Maybe it’s the Springside House water. 


Where else could a respected Captain of Industry 


generously donate $1 million to fixup his hometown’s 

playing fields and have it generate enough flack to 

carpet the sky? The ink wasn’t dry on Larry Bossidy’s 

John Hancock before officials wanted not just to look 

this gift horse in the mouth but pull out all its teeth. 
The latest uproar comes with the 


Bossidy Bucks. 

May 13, 2003: The Finance Committee recommends 
spending $550,000 of the Bucks. The council passes it 
10-1, Gerry Lee voting no. Here’s where the consultant . - 
first surfaces. Lee asks if the commission plans to hire 
a consultant at $20,000. Filpi says “it has not been - 
brought before the commission, and he did not believe _ 
it would be approved.” DE AO 

May 19,2003: From the minutes. “Foreman Stracuzzi 
and Director McGrath have been discussing hiring a 
project manager from an architect [sic] firm.” 

June 16,2003: “Director McGrath suggested the com- 
mission issue a request for proposals seeking qualified 
consultants to assist us...” Z 

Aug. 4, 2003: McGrath says he has “pulled together”. 


a draft RFP (request for proposals) to hire a consultant. 


Commissioners are told it will cost $20,000. 
Sept. 8, 2003: McGrath sends a memo to the commis- 
sioners with this note: “When you 


questioning of spending $65,000 ona P l t come to the meeting on Sept. 15, it is 
consultant. Commissioner Charles rohel e ‘important that you come prepared 


Garivaltis, who wasn’t on the panel 


witha letter indicating your choice for 


e 
when it OK’d the consultant, raised V 1 t preferred consultant team.” The com- 
questions. Michael Filpi, chairman at a e n iL 


missioners select Gale Associates from 


the time, responded by emptying both by Dy) AN VALENTI Weymouth over a local firm. 


barrels in Charlie’s direction. How 
did this happen? What does the 
timeline show? Roll the film. 


Oct. 7, 2002: Councilor Rick Scapin introduces him- « 


self to the new Parks Commission and pleads for the 
Bossidy Bucks to be addressed “as quickly as possible” 
(quotes on dated entries are from official Parks Com- 
mission minutes). : 

Oct. 21, 2002: Community Services Director Jim 
McGrath provides commissioners a list of equipment 
purchased with $181,000 of the Bossidy Bucks, though 
Bossidy didn’t want the money spent on equipment. 

A worthwhile aside. The equipment list has sur- 
faced again. Commissioner Gene Nadeau has recently 
questioned the purchase of 3 skag mowers, 1 trailer, 2 
tractors, 1 overseeder, 1 rotary mower, 1 woods mower 
plus attachments, 1 dump truck with plow, and 1 four- 
wheel-drive pick-up with plow. Nota playing field in 
sight. Nadeau wants to know (a) what was the actual 
total purchase price and (b) what happened to any left 
over money. Nadeau wants to see the paper trail to 


~ account for the entire $181,000 or else an audit. Back to 


the timeline. = 

Jan. 6, 2003: McGrath provides commissioners with 
his ownimprovement list. He wants to create a Bound- 
less Playground. No one mentions that adding new 
playing fields is not one of Bossidy’s directives. 

Jan. 21, 2003: Commissioner Persip says she con- 
tacted Bossidy to tell him of using the Bucks for bath- 
rooms, abathhouse at Pontoosuc Lake, handicap equip- 
ment, etc. Bossidy, who at this point is thinking of 
communicating in Esperanto, repeats his “original 
intent in sending the check to upgrade the parks and 
playing fields.” 

Feb. 24, 2003: McGrath presents commissioners a list 
of proposed projects along with estimated costs. Com- 
missioner Marchesi points out that the list ignores 
Bossidy’s intent. Confusion reigns. What did Bossidy 
really mean? E 

March 17, 2003: Chairman Filpi says “he has re- 
ceived a response from Larry Bossidy as to how he 
would like his donation spent.” Another confusing 
debate follows. Commissioner Nadeau finally injects a 
note of reason when he says he “still has a problem 
with the $10,000 for the concession stand” because it’s 
not what Bossidy wants. 

April 28, 2003: Scapin informs the commission that 
the council’s Finance Committee will take up the 


Freeze the film. That's an interest- 
ing evolution. We go from the commission not believ- 
ing a consultant could be approved to an order that 
they choose a consultant. What happened in the mean- 
time and why was it presented.as a $20,000 expendi- ~ 
ture? That becomes significant with the timeline’s final 
date. Roll film. . oe 

Oct. 6, 2003: Michelle Hunt, the city’s purchasing - 
director, receives a letter from Gale Associates, the 
consultant, stating that they “can complete the site 
design and permitting project for a fee of approxi- 
mately $65,000.” pee 

From $20,000 to $65,000? Was this the old bait and 
switch, a way of trapping the commission to approve 
something it didn’t want? Were they painted into a 
corner? : 

Garivaltis did a public service by initiating this dis- 
cussion. 

“Twas letting the people of Pittsfield know what was 


- going on with the spending of the Bossidy money,” 


Garivaltis said. “Nothing more, nothing less.” He also 
got commission OK to form a 7-member panel to 
advise on how to best spend the remaining $400,000 of 
the Bucks. 

Filpi, who wears the antsy look of someone who is 
about to miss his train, blasted Garivaltis ina statement 
for not asking any commissioners about “how the 
consultants [sic] fee was incurred.” Garivaltis says that 
Filpi also said he did not vote for approve Garivaltis’ 
idea of an advisory panel (the lone dissenter in a 4-1 
vote) because he felt the panelists were unqualified. - 

Garivaltis responded, “That is worse yet. To suggest 
that these folks, who have a depth of experience and 
level of commitment to the parks, are unqualified 
sounds like another completely off-the-wall statement. 
It seems to meas if he’s trying to justify with hindsight 
some of the decisions he made as chairman that he 
might now regret.” 

A divided commission on Monday approved 3-2 
(Nadeau, Persip, and Garivaltis for, Filpiand Marchesi 
against) an ad-hoc panel that reads like a Who's Who 
of Pittsfield parks: Jim Bridges, Joe Zavattero, Don 
Gleason, Jim Hassett, Nancy Vosburgh, John 
Prendergast, and Garivaltis. In abeyance lies the re- 
maining $400,000 of the Bossidy Bucks. 

Are they going to be used on playgrounds or on 
more politics? - 











Celebrating life, remembering loss 


Christine Arace, above, 
holds the hand of her 
4-year-old son, Anthony, as 
her sister Patricia Puntin 
tapes a poster of their 
mother, Linda Victoria 
Krol, to a tiki torch among 
the luminaries at the 
American Cancer Society’s 
Relay for Life at Burbank 
Park in Pittsfield last 
night. Krol] died of cancer 
20 years ago. This is the 
sisters’ fifth year walking; 
they have raised more than 
$5,000 this year alone. At 
right, cancer survivors 
walk the first lap of the 
Relay for Life. 


By Bill Carey 
, Berkshire Eagle Staff 
- PITTSFIELD — With Onota Lake 
serving as the backdrop, the marathon 
Relay for Life went off without major 
hitches, one of the organizers reported 
yesterday. 

“J ike the first time of anything, there 

_ were a few little kinks in the parking” and 
other areas, said Mary Robert, co-chair- 
man of the annual walk-fest to raise 
money for cancer research. “As far as the 
event itself, the setting was gorgeous and 
people seemed to be getting a feeling of 
peace here.” 

Peace and hope. Three members of the 
Puntin family built a wooden dock that 
floated just offshore of the lake’s north 
parking lot, with large, vertical letters 
spelling H-O-P-E. Powered by a genera- 
tor and illuminated with Christmas lights, 
the structure was a beacon for walkers 
beginning Friday night and lasting into 

_ yesterday morning. 

Patricia Puntin of Hinsdale said she 
had been attending organizational meet- 
ings for the relay and “pretty much vol- 
unteered” her husband, Michael, and 
father-in-law, Tim, to build the dock, 
which stayed afloat on six 55-gallon 
drums. 

“They swam it out last night and it’s 
anchored down with cinder blocks,” said 
Puntin, who lost her mother to cancer 20 
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RELAY, continued on B4 ~Cancer survivor Linda Merry of Dalton gets a hug from her husband, Bob, after walking the relay’s survivors’ lap. 
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Relay helps in cancer fight — 


' RELAY from B1 


This year, walkers strode the On the Web: www.BerkshireEagle.com 
fe sidewalk along the lake’s eastern 

worked well.’ h fon Barak 

"The same might be said of the Shore, from Burbank Park to the 


relay, which was moved from its °attamp parking area. Their path | 
previous home at Wahconah Was lit during the night by 200 tiki 


Regional High School in Dalton to 
inject new life into the American 
Cancer Society fund-raiser. Last 
year, the relay raised $365,000, 
which represented a 4-percent 
drop from the previous year. 
__ While the results were still to be 
‘tabulated late yesterday after- 
noon, Robert said this year’s relay 
- drew about the same number of 
teams as last year’s 124, and 
- around 2,000 overall participants. 
Some 400 cancer survivors were 
among them. : 

The goal of the teams, which 
consist of up to 15 members, is to 
raise at least $100 per person to 

fight cancer. At least one team 
member must be walking at all 
times during the 24-hour event. 


— 


“tribute torches,” each represent- 
ing a donation of $100 or more, and 


13,000 luminaries sold for $5 


apiece. Yesterday, they were greet- 


_ ed by warm, though blustery winds 


that played havoc with the tent vil- 
lage erected in. Burbank Park. 


There were “the normal bumps - 


and scrapes” among participants, 
but “nothing that caused more 
than a Band-Aid,” Robert said: 


Assisting with the event were 
-the Pittsfield Police, Auxiliary 


Police and emergency manage- 
ment team, and ambulance service 
American Medical Response. 
Radio station 
live coverage. 
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Partners in fishing 


Roy Harve 
at hooking a 


nder lets his son, Austin, take cont 
fish would be better than his. 


rol of the fish 


ing pole yesterday at O 


nota Lake in Pittsfield in the ho 


Photo by Christina Krahforst 


pe that the youngster’s luck 
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Onota Lake 

concert series 
begins July 7 


PITTSFIELD — _ Greylock 
Federal Credit Union and WBEC- 
FM Live 105.5 have released the 
summer lineup for their Live on the 
Lake community concert series. 

For the third consecutive season’ 
the concerts will be offered Wed- 
nesday evenings throughout July 
and August from 6 to 8 at Burbank 
Park on Onota Lake. . 

Blues artist Albert Cummings 
will headline the series on July he 

The 2004 Live on the Lake 
ae is as follows: Cee 

uly 7 — Albert C ings 

Blues Band, ce 

July 14 — Ten Ton Goldfish. 

July 21 — Reverend Tor Band. | 

July 28 — Tawdry. 

Aug. 4 — JoAnne Redding. 

Aug. 11 — Sounds of Sinatra. 

Aug. 25 — PIMP. 

_Victoria Conte, marketing spe 
cialist with Greylock Federal, said 
that a shuttle service will be of-. 
fered again this year for people 
parking at Taconic High School. 
The shuttle holds 15 
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A day at the beach 


Julia Clark, 2, of Geneseo, N.Y., piles wet sand on her 7 
collects more water from Onota Lake in Pittsfield. The c 
and spent Wednesday afternoon at Burbank Park. 


-year-old brother, Skyler, as their brother Jacob, 5, 
hildren were visiting family members in Dalton 


Photos by Julie A. Brown 


the music of the Albert Cummings Blues 


Chris Timpane of Lenox Dale dances to 
Burbank Park at Onota Lake in Pittsfield. 


Band last night at ‘Live on the Lake’ at 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


s The public beach at Onota Lake in Pittsfield was barren of swimmers or sunbathers on Tuesday as ‘clouds filled the 
sky on yet another unseasonably cool summer day. Temperatures have been below normal on every day exc pt July 5 y t 


1 and 8 this summer. 


| , Burbank Park cleanup 
Recruiting debate gy) SJo to be held Saturday _ 


The Massachusetts Army National Guard won't be setting PITTSFIELD — The annual 


up a climbing wall and humvee this month during lakeside Burbank Park citizen volunteer 
concerts at Burbank Park. cleanup is scheduled for Saturday 


The Guard hoped to make contacts that would lead to new fea a.m. at the public boat 
recruits. | : é 
Parks commissioners rejected the request this week. | Ne ee will gather atthe 
John Marchesi worried that big crowds at the concerts could ee ne boat launch to receive in- 
pose safety hazards when combined with the climbing wall. Been. . bags from Marshall 
He thought the Guard could come with its vehicle, but not the ee eink ar coordinator for 
climbing activity. Ty : 

: Biker commissloneee didn’t want the Guard setting up at the wine ahah ee ann 
concerts, period. also. wear glovesité te: pa 
Charles Garivaltis deemed the Guard’s concert presence in- hands from Blisters“and Brak 
appropriate “ina city parkina time of gaiety among our young glass. een 

eople.” After instructi 
5 Beene Persip agreed that the presence of five Guard mem-" they will gan eS 
bers would not be “conducive to a restful evening.” area, concentrating their sate 

Commissioners left the door open for the Guard to hold its particularly on the shoreline of the 
own event at another park or, Mike Filpi suggested, in con- lake. The work usually takes the 
junction with another program. entire morning. 

While the commissioners debated the suitability of military “This is a city park,” said Raser. 
presence at city parks, the public schools remain ground zero } “Tt belongs to all of us, providing 
for recruiting — including on-site visits. the Opportunity for swimming, 

In accordance with federal laws tied into funding, the city boating and picnicking through 


schools also provide military recruiters with the names and the warm weather months. We 
a welcome everyone. Let’s make it a 


contact information for high school students. i : : 

: big meet-your-neighbors kind of 

event.” 
The cleanup is sponsored by the 
Lake Onota Protective Associa- 
tion, an advocacy group for weed 
control, better lake management 
and oe to Byrbank 


Park. 
"To volunteer SY Prrrd OY 


mation: Raser at 443-5611. 

5, of Lanesboro play in the puddles that formed on the grass 
oncert. The girls said they preferred the puddle to 

> concerts will be held Wednesday nights at Ono 


Trenna Marcinczyk, 7, and sister Lina, 
at Burbank Park during the ‘Live on the Lake’ c 
the lake because it was warmer. ‘Live at the Lake 


Lake through Aug. 25. 





Killing the weeds : 


It appears that an extensive drawdown of 
Onota Lake is the best way to kill the weeds chok- 
ing the lake and presenting a hazard to swimmers 
and boaters. It is hoped that with the lake bottom 
exposed to a depth of nearly six feet, the weeds 
will wither in freezing temperatures and the 

shorelines will be clear next year. If it works, and 
if deleterious effects on fish and other aquatic. | 
fauna can be minimized, it would be the cheapest 
and best solution to the weed problem, vastly 
preferable to the expensive and labor intensive 
alternatives of herbicides and. hydro raking. The 
Conservation Commission did well to approve the 
extended drawdown and put pressure on unre- 
sponsive state wildlife officials to make their case. 
If they have a better idea, everyone who loves and 
uses Onota Lake is eager to hear it. : 
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Fowl problem plagues Burbank 


To the consternation of city offi- 
cials, a gaggle of geese is using 
nk Park.as.alatrine. _ 
th hazard,” said parks 
commissioner Mike Filpi. “It’s not 
fun to go sit there.” : 

Filpi said he has received more 
than one dozen complaints from at- 
tendees of freeconcerts at the lakeside 
park. The complaint: “the excess 
amount of goose excrement the nights 
of the concert.” 

The commissioner said the bom- 
bardment leaves an odor, makes the 
grass unpleasant and is prompting 
some concertgoers to opt for boats. 

Community services director 
James McGrath is aware of the prob- 
lem. “I do agree it’s bad,” he said. 
“It's a big problem this year.” 

The parks department has two 
plans to mitigate the problem. 

Employees will alter mowing pat- 
terns by the beach to make less of an 
openspace; thearea nearest thebeach 
will not be mowed. 

“We also bought a gallon of goose 
repellant,” he said. 

Unfortunately, the repellant can 
only be applied when grass is dry — 
and when rain isn tin the forecast for 
subsequent days. 

“We've been tracking the weather 
and haven't been able to get the stuff 
down,” he said. 

McGrath emphasized that the re- 
pellant is “a naturally occurring or- 
ganic spray.” 

The community services director 
hopes that the two approaches help, 
but said he lacks the staffing to have 
employees spend time regularly re- 
moving the goose droppings. 

“T can’t guarantee I'll be sending 
my guys down there to clean the 
goose poop,” he said. 

Parks commission chairman Gene 
Nadeau thinks the geese may be get- 
ting a bum rap. It’s not just geese, he 
said. “I saw seagull,” he added. 


Children enjoy the beach at B -=+! 


Commission plans Bossidy invite 


aan 


Seagulls enjoy the breeze at Burbank P. 

ag ark on Wednesday. Ci 
officials blame another group of water lovers — geese es a 
excessive droppings and aromas at the lakeside park. 


National Guard told not 
to recruit at concerts 


N ational Guard recruitment and “We're trying to hel i 
lakeside concerts are incompatible, in the area,” said en Ga 
pas commission determined we doa set up where there < ae 

onday. i i i : 
Fe ae ee nixed a request by oe Se ae 
ee eee 
: representatives would not solicit re- 
ous: ue scheduled concerts at eros ttf hesalesihey spor: 
ie . sored would appeal to some peop] 
ae Pao ee a prece- who would pace to learn aoe. Oe 
a a pecumissioner Charles “Inevitably we get people who are 
arivaltis. “What would stop the interested,” he said. “We take a re- 
Amy, Navy, Marines from making laxed approach.” 
a similar request once we open the _ The goal is fo increase member- 
er to this type of recruiting.” _—_ship in the engineer unit based on 
e Army National Guard re- Vin Hebert Boulevard whichis oper- 
quested permission to set up on Au- ating at about 70 percent strength 
gust 11 & 25. A five-member team “There’sacommunity benefit,” he 
would supervise a free 35-footclimb- said. Z ; 
ing abba and tours of a specially | Commissioner Mike Filpi asked 
equipped Humvee vehicle. about the nature of the recruitment, 
with Clayton assuring him that “we 
let people come to us.” 
Commissioner John Marchesisaid 
the vehicle wouldn’t be a problem 
but “my concern is the climbing 
wall.” He said that the concerts are 
crowded and that the climbing wall 
could become a safety hazard. 
Garivaltis said that he doesn’t wish 
to appear unpatriotic but “the 
thought is these are parks that are 
designed for recreational use”; re- 
cruitment activities would be inap- 
propriate “in a city park in a time of 
gaiety among our young people.” 
Eleanor Persip agreed that “I per- 
sonally would be a little disturbed if 

I went to a night of recreation and 
| had people trying to recruit me into 

the service.” 

- Filpi noted that state law allows 

military recruitment in parks but 

gives the commission discretion. He 
suggested that the National Guard 
set up the climbing wall at its own 
event another day, perhaps at the 
First Street Common. He also said 


nk Park on Wednesday. 


The parks commission wants to invite Larr i 
y Bossidy to attend a that perh R 
groundbreaking ceremony at Clapp Park to thank him for a $1 million Esai ie ae 


donation that is funding upgrades to fields at several parks. 


“We should get the [ceremonial] gol 


outstanding individual this man is,” he said. 


some other event.” 
Filpi said that the climbing wall 
might be a hazard during concerts 


dshovels and show the city what an 


A majority of parks commissioners supported the notion of inquiring because “believe it or not there area 


about Bossidy’s availability for a ceremony. 


few people who go to those concerts 


But when community services director James McG 
wh rath suggested that i 
commissioner Charles Garivaltis, who knows Bossidy sell vite the sae te = GN ee ee 


benefactor, McGrath was rebuffed. 


Garivaltis reiterated his belief that the expenditure of the gift thus far has 
been a complete waste of money.” He added that he probably wouldn’t 
even sign a letter inviting Bossidy to a ceremony. 


To nominat 
Gazette MVP 


Master plan envisioned 


for city’s lakeside park 


The city may soon launch a process t 2 
espe process to develop a master plan for 
Recent input from the Lake Onota Preservati iati 
ation Association about a 
proposed marina at the lakeside park has reminded officials of the need 
to agree on priorities for the park. > 
“They raise some questions and issues concerni j 
“The cerning that project and 
[highlight] the need for development of a master plan for Burbank Park,” 
ane community services director James McGrath. : 
mong other issues that have been raised are the ibili i 
possibility of permit- 
oe camping and expanding the number of spaces for vehicle with 


Parks commissioner Charles Garivaltis said “i i 
s said “it sou igui 
eee it sounds intriguing and 
“There must be a grand idea as t 
: 0 what we w 
erie, ant [Burbank] to look 
a McGrath said that Burbank is “the most heavily used park in our city.” 
e said the an upgrade at the park several years ago made a good park 
better and the time has arrived for the next stop. 
Community input would be warranted and necessary,” he said 


eee aseries of parks commission-sponsored meetings to discuss 
ideas. 


“We could roll maps on the table and mark them up,” he said. 


es 
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Caroline Bonnivier / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Manny Schmaizl, left, and Dick Laureyns work together to close a valve in the Peck’s Road outlet dam at 


becomes clogged, inhibiting water flow. 


Onota Lake yesterday. Volunteers regularly close and reopen the valve to clean the fish screen, which 


Deeper drawdown of Onota Lake ruled out 


ONOTA from B1 


foot drawdown. 

State and city officials met at the 
lake Dec. 7 to consider the deeper 
drawdown. But with the appeal 
period for the order of conditions 
nearing an end, and no determina- 
tion available from the Natural 
Heritage program, the city 
appealed, reverting the matter to 
the state Department of 
Environmental Protection. The 
action served to postpone a deci- 
sion on the deep drawdown and 
give the city more time to present 
its case. 

“We're trying to set ourselves up 
for next year,” said James 
McGrath, the city’s director of 
community services. “This is very 
much a long-term process to fig- 
ure out how to eradicate weeds in 
the lake.” 

Officials in the Natural Heritage 
program responded with a letter 
dated Dec. 14, as the appeal peri- 
od ended. The letter was faxed to 


the Conservation Commission and 
also mailed to other interested 
parties, said Thomas W. French, 
who heads the program. 


Potential for harm 


Based on the site visit earlier 


this month and the information * 


available, French said the state 
supports the current, three-foot 
drawdown of. the lake but cannot 
endorse a deeper drawdown 
because of the potential for harm- 
ing the bridle shiner, a minnow 
listed as being “of special con- 
cern,” and two “endangered” 
aquatic plants — comb watermil- 
foil and Ogden’s pondweed. 

_ According to a copy of the 
Natural Heritage letter provided 
to The Eagle, a four-foot draw- 
down would expose 257 acres, Or 
42 percent of the lake, which cov- 
ers 617 acres. A five-foot draw- 
down would expose 270 acres, or 
44 percent; a six-foot drawdown 
would expose 290 acres, or 47 per- 
cent. 


Deeper drawdown 
of Onota Lake 
ruled out this year 


By Bill Carey 

Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — The deeper drawdown of Onota 
Lake sought by lake users to control weed growth will 


not happen this year. 


In a move that buys more time to study the effect of a 


deep drawdown, the city has appealed its own order of 


conditions for the process, 


which was set by the 


Conservation Commission in November at the urging of 
lake users and abutters. The order is moot anyway ~~ it 
stipulated that a drawdown of around five feet was to be 


completed by Tuesday. 
Usual level 


As of this week, the lake was still being lowered to its 
usual winter drawdown level of three feet. Volunteers 
have been cleaning a fish screen at the lake outlet dam 
off Peck’s Road three times a week to keep the water 


flowing. 


“The ability to conduct a deep drawdown this year has 
essentially disappeared,” said Bob Race, president of the 
Lake Onota Preservation Association. 

The Conservation Commission order authorizing the 
deep drawdown was subject to a number of conditions, 
and required that the process be endorsed by the state’s 
Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program. 
The program, part of the Division of Fisheries and 
Wildlife, enforces the state Endangered Species Act. 

While a deeper drawdown would expose more of the 
lake bottom and kill off more of the Eurasian milfoil that 

is clogging the water, the concern is that protected plant 
and animal species would be harmed as well. Drawdown 
advocates have proposed lowering the lake by six feet 
every two or three years, alternating that with the three- 


ONOTA, continued on B6 


Still, the state program held out 
the possibility of conducting a 
deeper drawdown under a conser- 
vation management permit, which 
would allow for a certain amount 
of harm to take place assuming 
there is a long-term benefit. 

“Our position is we haven't said 
no [to the deeper drawdown], 
we've said no for this year,” 
French explained. 

To assist it in making a determi- 
nation, program officials have rec- 
ommended the hiring of a hydrol- 
ogist and an aquatic botanist. 

The hydrologist could deter- 
mine whether three detached bod- 
ies of water associated with the 
lake would also be lowered. “The 
people involved so far have no 
basis to know one way OF anoth- 
er,” French said. 

The aquatic botanist could ren- 
der an expert opinion on the effect 
of the drawdown on rare, protect- 
ed plants. “Get somebody in there 
who isn’t just focused on killing 
Eurasian milfoil,” but who also is 
focused on the endangered 
species, French said. 

He added that controlling 
Eurasian milfoil “is a very 
admirable thing, and we certainly 
are supportive of efforts to reduce 
exotic, invasive species. [But] we 
have a lot more to lose in being 
rash.” 


“ 


_ Grant sought 


Race, who argued the case for a 
deeper drawdown before the 
Conservation Commission, said a 
grant application has been made 
to the Berkshire Environmental 
Fund to prepare a five-year plan 
for managing invasive species “in 
light of these rare and endangered 
species.” Among other things, the 
grant would support the hiring of 
an aquatic botanist. 

Race has lent a hand to a crew 
of volunteers — Richard 
Laureyns, Manny Schmaizl, Ray 
Dufrense and Jerry Krupka — 
who have been going to the Peck’s 
Road outlet dam regularly to close 
and reopen a valve and clean the 
fish screen, which clogs up and 
inhibits the water flow. He said he 
is “very disappointed” that the 
deeper drawdown won't happen 
this year, but acknowledged that 
the permitting process would have 
delayed it anyway. 

Bill Carey can be reached at 
bearey@berkshireeagle.com or at 

(413) 496-6240. 





Onota weighs its options | 
for fighting weed growth? ‘\ \o+ 


ONOTA from B1 


that eat the plant. 

The weevils are now the greatest 
hope for a permanent solution. 
For about $12,000, a consultant 
put 10,000 of the bugs in Onota 
last summer. Race said the wee- 
vils survived through the winter 
and appear to be spreading 
throughout the lake. 

But it will take years before the 
weevils begin to work, Race said, 
and their success is not guaran- 
teed: “The weevil thing is kind of 
new. It has worked well in some 
places and has not worked in other 
places. I don’t think, quite honest- 
ly, that we know whether it is 
going to work here or not.” 

With the weeds threatening to 
overwhelm Onota, the city and the 
association have considered 
another application of the herbi- 
cide, but they fear it would kill the 
weevils, making it an unattractive 
option. 


Drawdown of lake 


So Race said they are pursuing 
another option: drawing the lake 
down by six feet at the end of the 
summer, which would expose the 
weeds to winter’s deep freeze, 
killing them. 

Typically, Race said, Onota is 
drawn down by only three feet 
each winter, and the city will need 
the approval of the state Depart- 
ment of Environmental Protection 
for the deeper plan. 

“I’m disappointed in the way the 


lake has gone,” Race said. “We - 


= “ 


Pontoosuc Lake, 
however, has had an 
excellent year. Unlike 
Onota, it has relied 
on weed-harvesting 
each summer. 


have done everything we can think 
of doing, but it has been too little, 
too late.” 

Pontoosuc Lake, however, has 
had an excellent year. Unlike 
Onota, it has relied on weed-har- 
vesting each summer to remove 
Eurasian milfoil, and this year has 
been a banner one, said Lee 
Hauge, president of the Friends of 
Pontoosuc Lake. 

“The harvester has been out 


there working, and they have been - 
able to keep ahead of it. We don’t - 


have weeds at the surface any- 
where on the lake now, and we 
don’t seem to have as many weeds 
as we had last year. We aren’t sure 
why, perhaps because they har- 
vested so many last year, they 
haven’t come back,” he said. 

The Friends of Pontoosuc have 
watched Onota closely and likely 
would have used the herbicide had 
it proven a long-term. solution. 
They are contemplating adding 
weevils to the water, but were 
recently turned down for a grant 
seeking funding for the project. 


Jack Dew can be reached at 
jdew@berkshireeagle.com. 


ae | 


Positioning devices find niche 


Contest leads GPS users to conservation properties 


; By John Townes 
The Berkshire Natural Resources Council is 
sponsoring a summer contest that combines an 
old-fashioned treasure hunt with modern high- 
tech Global Positioning System equipment. 


The contest is called a Geocache, which is also the 
“name of an increasingly popular hobby. 

In geocaching, a container —alsocalleda cache — 
is left at a site by a geocaching enthusiast. Instruc- 
tions are listed on the Internet with the geographic 

~ coordinates of latitude and longitude, plus other 
basic information. Then, other geocachers search for 
the container using GPS devices and those coordi- 
nates. GPS devices compute locations of the user and 
help.them find specific sites using signals transmit- 
ted from satellites. ; 

Inaddition to the BNRC contest, other signs of the 


growing popularity of geocaching can also’be dis- 


covered in the Pittsfield area. 

According to James McGrath, director of commu- 
nity services for the city, Pittsfield has several sites 
where geocaches have been placed by enthusiasts, 
including the park at the veterans’ memorial statue 
on South Street and one near Pontoosuc Lake. 

“A lot of people have gotten involved in 
-geocaching,” said McGrath, who also enjoys seeking 
out caches when he travels. “It’s become a real 
subculture. Some people are very dedicated to it.” 

Caches usually include a logbook for visitors to 
sign and leave a message for those who place the 
caches and for other visitors. The caches sometimes 
also include prizes and other tokens. McGrath found 


a cache in Rhode Island that contained discount 


coupons for local arts events. 


Geocaching was developed in 2000, after the fed- 
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et 7 ina 


Enthusiasts such ‘as James McGrath utilize 
Global Positioning System equipment to find 
hidden caches. 


eral government enabled the use of GPS systems by 
the public. Two men from the Pacific Northwest, ‘ 
Jeremy Irish and Mike Teague, established a web site 
(www.Geocaching.com) to serve as a clearinghouse 


for site lists and related activity and information. 


McGrath has placed links to the main Geocaching 
web site and the pages that include local caches on 


the city’ parks department web site © 


(www.Pittsfieldparks.org). 
“It’s alot of fun,” he said. “ Finding them involves 


and detective work. It’s a good 
q } ¥ See GPS pagel e 


; Pittsfield, Massachusetts, Wednesday, August 25, 2004 


- Free-form fun 


' Anthony Hoyt playfully hurl 
dock. The boys, all from Pitts 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — Onota Lake, 
the city’s largest body of water, is 
being choked by weeds this sum- 
mer, leaving the city with a diffi- 
cult choice between an expensive 
chemical treatment to kill the in- 
vasive plant species or some other, 
less costly method, the success of 
which is by no means assured. 
Onota, which at 617 acres is 
technically a “great pond” in the 
state’s definition, has long been 
plagued by Eurasian milfoil, a 
weed that is remarkably fast-grow- 
ing and resilient. This summer, the 


Lake Onota Preservation Associa- 


tion says the weed is worse than 
ever, preventing lakeside residents 
from using their boat docks and 
providing an ever-smaller area of 
navigable water. 

Robert Race, president of the 
preservation association, said 
there is no obvious solution to this 
summer’s problems. “I have no 
illusions about this being easy, but 
the alternative is to let the lake 


Photo by Christina Krahfors' 


s his friend Billy Bolia into Pontoosuc Lake yesterday as Jay Murphy climbs onto the 


field, spent the sunny day enjoying the water. 


deteriorate to the point where it is 
only useful to a few people who 
are lucky. That is not the way to 
treat the gem of the Berkshires.” 
The city has pursued solutions in 
the past with varying degrees of 


‘success. A floating harvester to 


drag the weeds from the lake was 
found to be inefficient and was 
suspected of actually spreading 
the milfoil’s growth by chopping it 
into small pieces that floated to 
previously . uncontaminated . parts 
of Onota. 


Comeback from Sonar 


The greatest success came from 
using a herbicide called Sonar. At 
a cost of $125,000, the city hired a 
company to apply the chemical in 
1998 and monitor its progress in 
1999. 

But the milfoil made a come- 


-back, and a variety of methods 


have been tried since, including 
hand-pulling the weeds, putting a 
sun-blocking barrier on the lake 
bottom and introducing weevils 
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] of using maps. 


GPS users fing ¢ ches 


a) 


continued from page 1 


| way to discover new places, and enjoy the thrill of the chase.’ 


The natural resources council has given this hobby a twist. The non 
profit land conservation organization with offices at 20 Bank Row, own 
about 6,400 acres at 53 sites in Berkshire County. These lands are pre 
served to help protect the region’s natural environment, open space anc 
other scenic values. Many of them are open to the public for hiking anc 
other recreational use. Z 

In this summer's contest, the BNRC has placed ten individual cache: 
onits properties. These army surplus ammo boxes contain note cards anc 
a hole punch. Each punch makes an individual shape, to identify it as 
coming from a particular cache. 

“When someone finds a cache, they punch a hole in their note card,” 
explained Narain Schroeder, director of land conservation at BNRC. 
“When they've finished collecting them, they return the card to us for 
prizes.” - 

Participants can collect as many or as few cards as they wish. Everyone 
who sends in at least one punched card gets a free membership to the 
BNRC. Those who send in more punches get intermediate prizes such as 
maple syrup or gift certificates. Those who are especially diligent and 
collect punches fromall ten sites are entered ina drawing fora Perception 
kayak donated by the Arcadian Shop. 

Thecontestruns through’August 11, and the winner willbe announced 
at the Housatonic River Festival at the Norman Rockwell Museum on 
August 14. 

Although the council has land in northern Berkshire County, the ten 
sites selected are all in the central and southern Berkshires, because of the 
contest’s association with the summer-long Housatonic festival. f 

Among the sites near Pittsfield are BNRC land at Constitution Hill in 
Lanesboro. Another cache is on the large tract the council owns along the 
Lenox-Richmond Road in the hills west of Tanglewood and behind the 
Kripalu Center. eee 

Tad Ames, president of BNRC, devised the contest. He got the idea 
after reading a newspaper article about an old British game called 
Letterboxing, which was based ona similar concept, without the high- 
techaspect. Ames decided to combine that with the concept of geocaching 
as a way to introduce more people to the lands owned by BNRC. 

“The idea is to combine a treasure hunt with the goal of getting more 
people to use our properties,” said Ames. “It was also at a time we were 
thinking about igetting more technological -in our organization’s own 
management” : 

BNRC has acquired a wide variety of parcels over the years, including |; 
very small properties as buffer zones and larger tracts of woodlands and 
openspace. Ames said the organization is trying to promote more public . 
use of these properties, with plans to improve signage, trails and to 
increase awareness of their accessibility to the public. _ eee 

“It’s all very well and good to conserve land for its own sake, and for t 
people to enjoy their scenery as they drive by,” said Ames. “However, we ‘ 
also wani people to realize that these lands are also available for them to ; 
hike on and enjoy. The land doesn’t take on the vibrancy we want them 
to have if people don’t use it too.” 

He said the contest is intended to give people an added incentive to 
explore them, and provide a shared activity for families. 

“We hope this contest will encourage people to discover these proper- 
ties and also have 4 memorable experience by finding the caches,” said 
Ames. ee 

Contest instructions and a complete list of sitesare available on the 
BNRC web site (www.bnrc.net). To the uninitiated itis an inscrutable list 
of long numbers, although a few also have cryptic hints, such as: “Find 
a tree that smells of winter green.” 

Schroeder explained that these numbers represent the coordinates of 
latitude and longitude extended to long decimal points that designate . 
specific locations. These can be programmed into GPS devices, which can 
also pinpoint the position of the user. By following these, the device 
makes it possible to locate the cache. : 

Some old-fashioned eyeball searching is also required, noted Schroeder. 
“A GPS system has an accuracy of about 10 meters, or 30 feet, so you have 
to look for it within that area,” he said. 

Schroeder added that those who are familiar with old-fashioned | 
mapping techniques can also find them with a more traditional method 

So far, about 15 people have found all ten caches, according to Ames. 
The first person to do that found them all within several days. He added 
that they have also been receiving cards from people who have found at 
least one cache. = 


Sunday, August 1, 2004 I 


Onota weighs its weed options 


Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


The blades of an outboard motor struggle to push through a glut of Eurasian milfoil, an invasive 
weed, at the Onota Lake Boat Livery in Pittsfield. 








